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HtzboDah guerrillas shell Isradi position 

MARJAYOUN. Lebanon (AF?) — Hizbollah guerrillas 
an Israeli annyposmor in southern Lebanon on Saturday wSSoui 
causing t^ualucs scanty officials said. The attack taJgctted a 

?“ d TaUussa !n **“ westeni^iOT of 

i , S 2 Cun , t ? “ " ^ “id. “There were no 

real casualhes but a soldier fainted and was evacuated to brad by 

chopper, one official said. The reasons for his passing out were 
not unmediately dear. The Iranian-backed Hhboll^, chimed 
rcsponsibiljty for the afternoon attack in a statement released in 
Beuut. HizboUah guerrillas observed Israeli soldiers assembling at 
Markaba and defence units opened fire at them, starting fires and 
causing casualties, the statement said. It said an Israeli chooser 
was seen evacuating .soldiers. Earlier the group’s poiitfca! leaderin 
southern Lebanon, Hassan HubaJlah. pledged to wipe out Israel’s 
proxy South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia after claiming attacks 
on Thursday tn the occupied zone which killed nine militiamen. 
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Energy experts to discuss grid link 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Energy officials and experts from 
Jordan, Egypt, Palestine and Israel are due to meet in 
Aqaba Dec. 12rl3 to discuss linking the national grids in 
the four countries. Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) 
Director General Mohammad Arafeh said that feasibility 
studies were prepared by German and Austrian consultants | 
with funding from the European Union. He said that 
delegates representing the European Union, the European 
Investment Bank and the United States are taking part in 
the meeting. Meanwhile, a Jordanian delegation of 22 
travel and tourist agents and hotel owners in Aqaba city 
Sunday leave for the Israeli city of Eilat to discuss with 
their Israeli counterparts future cooperation and coordina- 
tion in their respective fields of work. 
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Majali: No return to 
past, no justification 

for Palestinian suspicions 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The prime 
minister. Dr. Abdul Sal am A1 
Majali, said yesterday that 
Jordan had no intention of 
returning Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations to what 
they were before 1967, and 
there was no justification for 
Palestinian suspicions that 
the Kingdom was standing in 
the way of Palestinian self- 
determination and statehood. 
In a keynote address to the 
seminar on the “Future 
Jordanian-Palestinian Rela- 
tions” yesterday, the prime 
minister said there were cru- 
cial outstanding issues that 
Jordan and the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
had to settle between them 
right away. 

On the top of these, Dr. 
Majali said, are the issues of 
Palestinian refugees and dis- 
placed persons, which have 
to be dealt with before nego- 
tiations on the final status 
begin with Israel. 

Economic coordination is 
another important topic that 
has to be dealt with, the 
prime minister said in the 
address, which was read on 
his behalf by Senator Kamel 
Abu Jaber. The new regional 
.order, security, and coor- 
dination in the sectoral and 
employment fields are also 
topics of common concern 
that have to be discussed and 
agreed upon, Dr. Majali 
added. 

As far as Jerusalem was 
concerned, the prime minis- 
ter said, Jordan had told the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) that it ha'd no 
right to debate the guar- 
dianship of Islamic shrines in 
that holy city at its forthcom- 


»r"! 

.ijj 

•:ic* 

A* 




Jordan, 
U.S. to 
finalise 
extradition 
treaty 


AMMAN (AP) — Jordan 
and the United Stares, 
apparently inspired by a 
recent murder case involv- 
ing a U.S. citizen of Jorda- 
nian extraction, plan to 
finalise an extradition trea- 
ty, a cabinet official said 
Saturday. 

Minister of Justice 
Hisham Tal told the 
Associated Press that 
Adeeb Jaiamdeh and Mas- 
hhour Kookh, judges at the 
court of appeal, left for 
Washington Saturday to 
“finalise a draft of an ex- 
tradition treaty between 
the governments of the two 
countries.” 


•1 ■ 




\ . 


• 

A senior U.S. judicial 

'■Jl. 

■ 

team was in Jordan two 

. ^ 1 

weeks ago for discussions 

- .J 

on the draft. 


Mr. Tal said he expected 

«J 

the treaty to be signed in 

- .1 

January. 

■ 

But he declined to say if 

c* 

the treaty was prompted by 


the recent saga of Moham- 

.-4 

m 

mad Abequa, who confer 


sed to killing his 40-year- 


old wife, Nihal, at her 

• .Jf 

% 

Parsippany-Troy Hills, 

V* 

New jersey, apartment on 


July 4. 


Mr. Abequa, 46, fled to 


Jordan with his two chil- 

-\ru 

dren — Usa. 6, and Sami, 3 

■ V 
^ ■ 

— shortly after killing his 


wife and' stayed with his 

■ ■ 

it. 

family until Jordanian 

ni' ; 

police arrested him July 20. 

. r. i<- 

He remains in jail pending 

. V 

trial in the Kingdom. 

. "41* 

Officials have said the 

* ,.iJ 

government would not re- 

:0r 

spond to American calls for 

* ■■ 
■■ ‘jy 

his extradition because of 

1 * i 

■|L> jTm 

the lack of a treaty with the 

' ‘ v * 

- is 

United States. 


His two children re- 

^ - ,J 

turned home with their 

1* 1 
, .IL % 

maternal aunt, Nesime 

•IIP - 

Dokur, in August. 




ing summit meeting. 

‘‘With all due respect, this 
issue does not belong to the 
OIC summit (...) and admi- 
nistering the holy shrines in 
East Jerusalem is not negoti- 
able,” the prime miiuster 
said. 

The 51 members of the 
OIC are due to open a two- 
day summit on Tuesday m 
Casablanca, Morocco, at 
which various issues affecting 
Muslims wOl be discussed. 

Dr. Majali repeated Jor- 
dan’s commitment to manag- 
ing the Muslim holy sites 
“until the Palestinian author- 
ity has spread to the terri- 
tory.” 

He hoped a meeting be- 
tween PLO leader for the 
territories Faisal Husseini 
and Crown Prince Hassan 
last week had “settled this 
issue once and for all.” 

Mr. Husseini said after the 
meeting that Jordan should 
stay in control of the rites 
until the dty passes into the 
hands of the Palestinian au- 
thority. 

“The Jordanians are the 
trustees of the religious sites 
and we do not want to make 
any changes at this stage until 
the Palestinian authority 
spreads to Jerusalem,” he 
said. 

A row had broken out in 
July when Israel recognised 
Jordan’s historic role in pro- 
tecting the sites in the 
Washington Declaration 
signed between the two coun- 
tries. 

But PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat, who had condemned 
Israel for the clause in the 
treaty, was appeased when 
Jordan said it would hand 
over control of the sites once 
talks on the city's final status 
due to start in 1996 were 


complete. 

Following are major excerpts 
from the prime minister’s 
speech (Story on seminar on 
page 12). 

The primary question for 
the future is why we should 
start by defining the 
framework of a Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation. 
There .are many aspects that 
make this eventuality the best 
solution, and we may agree 
to that. But at this point, the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity is still seeking Palestinian 
rights over Palestinian land, 
including sovereignty. If we 
concentrate more on the 
Cairo declaration and agree- 
ments, much of these accords 
and procedures are still in 
need of developing before 
the Palestinian authority 
achieves its full institutional 
structure. Therefore, the 
main concentration should 
aim at completing this objec- 
tive first. To my understand- 
ing, the confederation means 
a centralised leadership for 
two governments. Sags, and 
national anthem, and by 
which each party administers 
its own internal affairs. Until 
now, this simplified structure 
of die confederation lacks 
one of the basic elements, the 
Palestinian sovereignty over 
its land, in order to complete 
the executive, legislative, and 
judicial Structures. It & prem- 
ature therefore to consider a 
confederation. And most im- 
portant, fte Palestinian peo- 
ple should have their say on 
this matter away from any 
economic, political, or 
psychological pressure. From 
previous experience in the 
Arab World, we have learned 

(Continued on page 7) 


EU: Regional cooperation 
requires minimum structure 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The four re- 
gional parties, Jordan, the 
Palestinians, Egypt and 
Israel, need to create a mini- 
mum framework within 
which to cooperate, a Euro- 
pean Commission (EC) offi- 
cial, said Saturday. 

“The EU (European Un- 
ion) is striving very hard to 
get the four regional parties 
to create a minimum struc- 
ture,” director of the 
Mediterranean, Near and 
Middle East at the European 
Commission's directorate 
general for external econo- 
mic relations Eberhard Rhein 
said at a press briefing. 

Dr. Rhein added that there 
was already an agreement to 
set up four committees con- 
sisting of ministry officials 
and some private sector rep- 
resentatives to consider the 
regional infrastructure. 

Under this banner ' falls 
tourism, the establishment of 
a Middle East development 
bank and a secretariat. 

Cooperation within tour- 
ism would include provision 
of training facilities, a public- 
ity programme and joint tour 
schemes. 

A Middle East develop- 
ment bank would aim to en- 
hance trade exchange be- 
tween the four parties, cur- 
rently at five per cent, while a 
secretariat, which in the past 
was run from Brussels, is to 
be set up in either Cairo or 
Amman and should be oper- 
ational by Jan. 1, 1995 and 
would include a member 
from each of the four and one 
Briton, Dr. Rhein said. 

European awareness of the 
Mideast region has changed 
in recent years resulting in 
increased financial assist- 
ance, he said. 

“The EU was never more 
directly involved in the 
Mashraqihan in the last two 
years,” Dr. Rhein said. 

In Jordan, be said, the EU 
had two projects, one of a 
structural type relating to the 
balance of payments and the 
other to finance surveys and 
studies. 

The surveys and studies, he 


explained, include feasibility 
and cost of dam and desa- 
liination plant construction, 
regional development of the 
Gulf of Aqaba, such as con- 
necting airports, ports and 
industry, and also linkage of 
electricity grids. 

“Jordanian links with the 
EU are part of an overall 
strategy or design for con- 
necting the countries of the 
region to one another and 
with Europe,” Dr. Rhein 
said, adding that part of the 
EUs effort has been to ear- 
mark ECU 5.5 billion worth 
of grants over the next five 
years with the same amount 
to be awarded in loans. 

Dr. Rhein enthused about 
the EU Med Partenariar meet- 
ing in Cairo (Dec. 6-8), de- 
scribing it as a great success 
where 10,000 individual 
businessmen participated in 
meetings to discuss imports, 
exports and joint ventures in 
highly specialised workshops. 

He said that Partenariats 
focused upon small to 
medium entrepreneurs oper- 
ating m specific fields, tbns 
complementing the larger 
economic conferences tike 
that held in Casablanca (Oct. 
30-Nov. 1). 

The Casablanca confer- 
ence, Dr. Rhein added, drew 
the attention of the invest- 
ment and banking commun- 
ity to the region which was 
“threatened with being mar- 
ginalised’' as a consequence 
of conflicts and instability 
and where there is “not 
enough direct private invest- 
ment." 

But be criticised the con- 
ference saying that it “jug- 
gled private and public sec- 
tor” and said he hoped that 
the planned follow up confer- 
ence to be held in Amman 
next year would be “left to 
the private sector.” 

Over the next few days a 
two-day workshop is to be 
held in Aqaba led by the 
head of the EU- 
Mediterranean projects divi- 
sion Christian Falkowski (see 
story on top). 

Mr. Falko wski said that it 
will be attended by 25-3® 
experts. 





s, 

His Royal Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, yesterday chairs a meeting of 

committees entrusted with negotiations with the Israeli side (Petra photo) 

Regent urges constructive opposition 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said Saturday that the basic 
challenge facing Jordan was 
ensuring due respect for the 
establishment and working 
towards enhancing it. 

Addressing a meeting of 
heads of committees involved 
in negotiations with Israel on 
the implementation of the 
agreements provided for in 
the peace treaty, the Regent 
said that in dealing with 
issues of national interest- 
politicians should transcend 
isolated personal views and 
opt for an objective and com- 
prehensive view of the va- 
rious national issues. 

We ought to shoulder our 
full responsibilities towards 
the nation and we have to 
relay to the public clear 
rather than conflicting mes- 
sages, said Prince Hassan. He 
emphasised that genuine 


opposition should emanate 
from within state institutions 
rather than from individuals 
acting on their own. 

The Regent urged the com- 
mittees members to have the 
initiative in their negotiations 
with their Israeli counterparts 
and not to remain only a 
mere recepiem of the other 
side's initiatives. 

Stressing that the govern- 
ment would back the nego- 
tiators in every respect, the 
Regent said that the commit- 
lees ought to give due atten- 
tion to promoting Jordan's 
views and ideas regarding re- 
gional cooperation. 

The Regent also stressed 
the need for the negotiators 
and the committees to give 
due attention to the Jordan- 
Palestinian relationship and 
its pan-Arab dimension. 

He said that the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship is a 
lasting one and that Jordan is 


committed to extendin| all 
support for the Palestinians. 

Senate Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi, who attended the 
meeting, lauded efforts by 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and Prince Hassan in serving 
national causes, noting that 
by signing the peace treaty 
Jordan sought no price but 
rather the safeguarding of 
national interests. 

He called on the media to 
verify its reports and. to place 
Jordan’s interests above all 
other considerations. 

Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Saad Hayel 
Srour voiced the House's 
appreciation of the Regent's 
endeavours and constant ser- 
vice to .the nation. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeb, 
several Cabinet ministers and 
members of the Senate and 
some deputies were present 
at the meeting. 


Jordan urges OIC to 
seek end to Bosnia embargo 


CASABLANCA (Agencies) 
— Muslim foreign ministers 
met on Saturday to draw up 
an agenda for next week's 
Islamic summit which is ex- 
pected to cal! for an end to 
the arms embargo on Bosnia 
and set up an emergency fund 
for Bosnia's- Muslims. 

“Concerning Bosnia, Jor- 
dan will ask the summit to 
urge the world community to 
hft the arms embargo on Bos- 
nia and hold an international 
conference on the issue," 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs TaiaJ Ai Hassan told 
Reuters. 

He spoke before foreign 
ministers of the Jeddah-based 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC.) started a 
session to prepare for the 
Dec. 13-14 summit in Casab- 
lanca, Morocco. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zaxrf said Jerusalem would 
also be high on the agenda of 
the OICs seventh summit 

“We expect the summit to 
take serious decisions on 
many issues especially on Al 
Quds (Jerusalem) and the 
(Israeli-occupied) territories. 
We expect the summit to 
stand firm on the rights of ibe 
Palestinians and that Al Quds 
Asharif will remain the capit- 
al of Palestine,” he rold Reu- 
ters. 

“We expect also from the 
summit to take a decision in 
the direction of lifting the 
arms embargo on Bosnia and 
establishing a fund of 
emergency to assist Bosnia in 
its defence requirements.” 
Mr. Zarif added. 

OIC Secretary-General 
Hamid Al Gabid urged the 
foreign ministers' meeting to 
study the 52-point agenda 
and “seize the opportunity to 
better revitalise the concept 
of Islamic solidarity,” in deal- 
ing with the issues at stake. 

Our insistent demand 
for a just and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East, in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and in 
Kashmir, our search for 


:ace in Afghanistan and 
>malia, the struggle of the 
people of the African Sahel 
agamst natural disasters ... in 
short none of our actions, no 
matter how just and legiti- 
mate they are, will be 
crowned with success without 
our Islamic solidarity,” Mr. 
Gabid said. 

Iran also wanted the sum- 
mit to deal with what Mr. 
Zarif called the “Western 
campaign against Islam and 
discuss all kinds of cultural 
attacks against our religion,'* 
an apparent reference to the 
French ban on the wearing of 
scarves by Muslim students. 

OIC delegates arriving for 
the summit have called on the 
organisation, which will cele- 
brate its 25th anniversary in 
Casablanca next week, to re- 
define its role in a new world 
order and present the more 
tolerant face of Islam to a 
Western world shocked by 
extremist violence. 

The crisis of Muslims in 
Bosnia, under siege by Bos- 
nian Serbs and faced with the 
possible threat of a withdraw- 
al of U.N. peacekeepers, has 
provided the OICs 51 mem- 
ber states with the opportun- 
ity to speak with one voice. 

Bosnia's foreign minister is 
attending the summit and the 
OIC leaders were expected ro 
renew an offer to send in 
more Muslim peacekeepers if 
the Western powers with- 
drew their troops with the 
United Nations Protection 
Forces (UNPROFOR) in 
Bosnia. 

“Bosnia is the most impor- 
tant issue in this summit. It is 
our duty to come up with a 
concrete decision," Afghan 
Foreign 'Minister Najibullab 
Lafrae told Reuters. 

He added: “The Muslim 
world is passing a critical 
crisis ... it is time to get 
together and design a new 
formula for the future and set 
up an agenda for the 21st 
century. 

Afghanistan and the fight- 
ing between rival factions 


there is another of the major 
issues slated for discussion as 
is the civil war in Somalia, the 
violence in Kashmir and the 
conflict between Azerbaijan 
and Aimenia. 

“Islam ... is a message of 
peace and tolerance addres- 
sed to the entire universe,” 
Mr. Al Gabid told the minis- 
ters seated in a tent outride a 
luxury hotel. 

“Now, however ... our 
Islamic world has fallen prey 
to all kinds of conflicts, not- 
ably in Palestine, Afghanis- 
tan,, ’Azerbaijan, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and Somalia,” 
he said in a prepared speech 
given to the press. 

These troubles were a re- 
sult of “foreign aggression or 
deadly confrontations among 
national factions,” be said. 

The ministers are to review 
an unprecedented plan to 
stop the export of fun- 
damentalist violence. 

It calls for the OIC mem- 
bers to refuse to finance or 
support “terrorist acts” and 
to make sure their territory is 
not used by violent groups to 
plan or cany out attacks. 

The draft calls on them 
“not to host, train, arm, fi- 
nance or provide facilities” 
for violent groups, according 
to a copy of the document. 

The plan was developed by 
Egypt, Algeria, Tunis a and 
Turkey, who bave ail seen a 
sharp increase in the threat 
from fundamentalism since 
the last OIC summit was held 
in Senegal in December 1991. 

The proposal however dis- 
tinguished between “terrorist 
groups" and peoples who had 
the right to struggle for then- 
liberation. 

OIC members will also be 
asked to back a call for an 
international conference on 
terrorism, to be sponsored by 
the United Nations. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who is scheduled 
to attend the summit on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
called Saturday on the OIC 
to fight Islamic militancy. 


Christopher: Syria, 
Israel to resume talks 


MIAMI (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Saturday 
that Israel and Syria would 
resume direct talks in 
Washington on making 
peace. 

Posing for photographers 
with Mexican Foreign Minis- 
ter Jose Angel Gurria, Mr. 
Christopher gave no date for 
the resumption of direct talks 
that broke off 10 months ago. 

He had previously indi- 
cated that the resumption of 
direct talks between the two 
parties would mark a signifi- 
cant new development in the 
peace process that he is 
directly mediating. 

But on Saturday, he said 
nothing dramatically new has 
happened. “The parties are 
extremely serious about this. 
Nothing that has happened in 
the Middle East has caused 
them to lose seriousness. In- 
deed it has deepened their 
commitment to the process." 

The secretary of state has 
just returned from a Middle 
East trip and was trying to 
forge an agreement between 
Israel and Syria that centres 
on the return of the Golan 
Heights to Syria which were 
seized by Israel in the 1967 
six-day war. 

The resumption of talks 
was described by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin as “better than no- 
thing.” 

Mr. Rabin was responding 
to an announcement Friday 
by Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Sharaa that the two 
countries would meet in 
Washington. 

The announcement was “in 
essence readiness to start ex- 
change of views, not negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Rabin said from 
Oslo. 

“I believe it’s better than 
nothing,” he added, two 
hours before be was due to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize 
which he shares with Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
PLO Chief Yasser Arafat. 

“It's a good move, but it’s 


not all that we wanted.” he 
said. “If they are ready to 
negotiate one of the most 
important issues — that is to 
say security arrangements be- 
tween experts — I look at it 
in a positive way.” 

Mr. Sharaa said from 
Beirut Friday that Syrian and 
Israeli ambassadors, dele- 
gates to bilateral talks and 
military officers would hold a 
meeting in Washington, to be 
announced soon by the Un- 
ited States. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment confirmed it was to set 
up the meetings which 
“should pave the way to a 
resumption of the bilateral 
negotiations,” suspended 
since the February 25 mas- 
sacre of 29 Muslims by a 
Jewish settler in a Hebron 
mosque. 

Mr. Sharaa insisted the 
talks would be a “public ex- 
change of views and not sec- 
ret negotiations,” which Mr. 
Rabin has repeatedly urged 
in order to break the dead- 
lock between the two coun- 
tries. 

The main stumbling block 
is the scale and timetable of 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, which it 
seized from Syria in the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war and later 
annexed. 

Meanwhile the European 
Union’s ambassador to Syria, 
Alan Wadams, said Damas- 
cus could join negotiations to 
the multilateral track of the 
peace process by mid-1995 if 
it makes progress with Israel. 

Mr. Wadams, quoted by 
the Arabic daily Al Hayat, 
said the EU asked Mr. Shar- 
aa last month to take part in 
the talks, which Syria has 
boycotted since their launch 
in January 1992. 

Mr. Sharaa replied that it 
wouid take part if Israel 
pledged to withdraw totally 
from the Golan, and the two 
sides could make “substantial 
progress” in their bilateral 
negotiations. 


Arafat, Rabin, Peres 
collect Nobel prize 


OSLO (AFP) — PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat and his former 
Israeli foes. Yitzhak Rabin 
and Shimon ' Peres, collected 
the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize 
on Saturday in recognition of 
their historic self-rule deal. 

Mr. Arafat, in a gesture of 
humility for his greatest mo- 
ment of glory on the world 
stage, bowed several times 
after receiving the award. 

But he broke into smiles 
when Foreign Minister Peres 
and Prime Minister Rabin, 
with whom he shook hands 
several times, followed him 
to the rostrum in alphabetical 
order. 

In contrast to the applause 
during the two- hour cere- 
mony around 100 policemen 
and women were out on the 
streets to prevent Jewish de- 
monstrators from disrupting 
the event. 

The three laureates re- 
ceived the diplomas and med- 
als from the chairman of the 
Nobel committee, Francis Se- 
jersted, amid the marble and 
frescoes of Oslo's town hall 
before an invited audience of 
1,000 people, including King 
Harold V of Norway. 

They also share the seven- 
million kroner (S950.000) 
prize. 

Mr. Arafat urged Israel in 
his acceptance speech to 
speed up the peace process 
with an army redeployment 
on the occupied West Bank 
and elections for a Palesti- 
nian autonomy council. 

“I call upon my partners in 
peace to reinforce the peace 
process with a more compre- 
hensive and strategic vision 
and accelerate the peace pro- 
cess,” the 65-year-old Palesti- 
nian leader said as he col- 
lected the world’s most pre- 
stigious peace prize being 
shared by three people for 
the first time. 

Mr. Rabin, 72, vowed nev- 
er to abandon the Middle 
East peace process despite 
the killings aimed at wrecking 
the search for an overall set- 
tlement. 

“We are determined to do 
the job well — despite the 


toll of murderous terrorism, 
despite fanatic and cruel ene- 
mies of peace,” he said. 

The autonomy deal, signed 
in September 1993 after sec- 
ret talks in the Norwegian 
capital, was launched in Gaza 
and Jericho in May. 

But the next phase has 
been stalled by Israeli fears of 
attacks on Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank by Muslim 
opponents of the peace pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Peres, 71, one of the 
architects of the autonomy 
deal, outlined his vision of a 
new Israel living in harmony 
rather than conflict in a Mid- 
dle East of cooperation and 
dialogue, with peace as the 
“no-choice option.” 

In reply to critics of the 
award as Israeli-Paiestinian 
violence continues, Mr. Se- 
jersted said that “our laure- 
ates have not only shown that 
a road to reconciliation can 
be found, but also very 
bravely taken several steps 
down that road.” 

Policemen on horseback 
and anti-riot units with dogs 
kept at bay small groups of 
Jewish demonstrators on the 
route to the town hall, on a 
square which was cordoned 
on. 

A group of around 30 
Israeli settlers on the streets 
shouted “Arafat, terrorist” 
and brandished placards 
which said, “It's not peace. 
It's terror.” 

As the laureates' motor- 
cades passed by, one demon- 
strator rushed out into the 
middle of the street but was 
swiftly shoved out of the way 
by a white-helmeted police- 
man. 

“I have come to watch 
every year, since I was a 
small child, but I've never 
seen anything like this,” said 
a student. Ragnhild Helg- 
tveit. 

“It's supposed to be a 
peace thing but this is bad 
harmony with the helicopter 
over our heads and all these 
police on the streets,” said 
fellow onlooker Olav Mys- 
tuen, a 51 -year-old teacher. 
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Arab League urges OIC summit 
to take action on Bosnia, Libya 
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CAIRO ( AFP) — The Arab 
League Friday urged Muslim 
leaders at the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) summii in Morocco to 
take action to help Bosnian 
Muslims and Libya. 

Adnan Omran, deputy 
secretary general of the Arab 
League, said the OIC must 
“assume its responsibilities 
faced with the massacre of 
the Muslim people in Bosnia. 

“After the failure of the 
European Union and the Un- 
ited Nations to contain the 
conflict, Islamic states must 
act to help the Bosnian peo- 
ple and must not stop at 
simply making speeches." he 
added. 

Omran was speaking be- 
fore he set off for the Moroc- 
can dty of Casablanca, where 
the two-day OIC summit 
opens Tuesday. 

He said representatives 
from the OICs 51 members 
would also discuss the “in- 
just" international sanctions 
on Libya in April 1992. 

The U.N. Security Council 
imposed an air and arms 
embargo to force Libya to 
hand over to Britain or the 
United States two suspects in 
the December 19SS airliner 
bombing over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, that killed 270 peo- 
ple. 

Sanctions were broadened 
in 1993 to a freeze on some 
Libyan assets abroad and a 
ban on some oil-related 


equipment- 

'Omran also condemned 
Israel's insistance that Jeru- 
salem was its eternal and 
undivided capital, -and said 
the Holy City was “Arab 
territory, the eternal capital 
of the Palestinians." 

The dispute over Jeru- 
salem and the Arab-Israeli 
peace process would also be 
discussed at Casablanca, he 
said. 

He urged Muslim states to 
“adopt a position on the con- 
tinuation of Israel's nuclear 
armament, which is a large 
obstacle on the path to 
peace" in the Middle East, 
and to refuse to sign an ex- 
tension to the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty until 
Israel signs the accord. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa also left Cairo 
Friday to attend a meeting of 
OIC foreign ministers the fol- 
lowing day. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
it was not yet decided 
whether President Hosni 
Mubarak would attend the 
summit. 

Iraq urges OIC 
to break embargo 

In Baghdad meanwhile, 
Iraq Saturday urged the OIC 
to break the international 
sanctions imposed more than 
four years ago and which 
have crippled its economy. 


A senior Iraqi official cal- 
led on the OIC two-day sum- 
mit “not to be satisfied with a 
resolution calling for the 
sanctions to be lifted." 

Saad Kassem Hammudi, a 
member of the foreign affairs 
commission in the ruling 
Baath Party, told the daily 
Babel: “We have to start 
immediately and break the 
economic embargo, unfreeze 
Iraqi assets and cooperate 
fully with Baghdad in all 
spheres." 

Babel is run by Uday Hus- 
sein. son of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

The U.N. Security Council 
imposed sanctions on Iraq 
when it invaded neighbouring 
Kuwait in August 1990. and 
several countries have frozen 
Iraqi assets within their terri- 
tory. 

In November, die U.N. 
renewed the sanctions even 
though Iraq formally recog- 
nised the sovereignty and 
borders of Kuwait, one of the 
key U.N. demands for lifting 
the embargo. 

Iraq Vice-President Tareq 
Aziz announced earlier this 
month that Baghdad would 
take part in the Casablanca 
summit of the 51-member 
OIC. but there has been no 
information on the make-up 
of the Iraqi delegation. 

Baghdad boycotted the last 
summit in December 1991 
less than a year after the Gulf 
war. 



Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres (right) a tten ding 
and FLO nairman Yasser Arafat chat as HoteL The 
Israeli Premier Yitzhak Rabin looks pensively the Nobel 
away during a photo session on Friday before 


■ together in Oslo's Grand 
leaders were jointly awarded 
Prize Dec. 10 (AFP photo) 


Israel should pursue peace 
with caution, says Kissinger 


Lebanese intellectuals 
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BEIRUT (R) — A group of 
intellectuals said on Saturday 
Lebanon was becoming a 
land of degenerating politics 
and “get-rich-quick business, 
bribery and speculation." 

Lebanon needed a new 
political class dedicated to 
serving the public interest, 
they said in a public appeal. 

“The rule of get-rich-quick 
business, bribery and spe- 
culation is to be condemned 
as much as the reign of (civil 
war) militias, drugs and rack- 
ets,” the 55 intellectuals said. 

Calling for an investigation 
into a widening series of scan - 
dals.-they said corruption 
must be eliminated by raising 
political standards to consoli- 
date democracy. 

The group of professors, 
journalists, artists and profes- 
sionals said political life was 
suffering a distressing de- 
terioration that threatened 
the rebuilding of democracy 
after the 1975-90 war. 

They expressed concern 


that corruption charges were 
being lodged by people with 
mafia-like links to those they 
accused. 

“Are not those who de- 
nounce scandals today the 
same who covered them up 
yesterday?" the appeal said. 

A parliamentary deputy 
charged with drug dealing 
shook the political establish- 
ment last month by Unking a 
son of President Elias Hrawi, 
unnamed deputies, an un- 
named minister, a prominent 
businessman and 10 airline 
pilots with drugs. 

Another deputy said mem- 
bers of the previous parlia- 
ment and politicians were 
bribed to pass a 1991 law 
setting up the Solidere com- 
pany that is rebuilding 
Beirut. 

He named two aides of 
Prime Minister Rafik AI 
Hariri, mastermind of the 
SoUdere project, as alleged 
distributors of bribes. 


Iranians 

without 

heating 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Hun- 
dreds of homes have been 
without gas and heating for 
several days in northern 
Tehran as distributors strug- 
gled to meet a rush in de- 
mand caused by a sudden 
cold snap. 

Temperatures have plum- 
meted to below zero in the 
past week creating a huge 
demand for- gas. 

The Iranian gas company s 
has urged the population to 
“economise on gas to allow 
everyone to get a supply." 

Thousands of flats and 
houses are heated with gas 
which has been swiftly de- 
veloped as a source of energy 
by the Iranian authorities 

The northern residential 
areas of the capital have been 
tbe wont hit. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger 
advised Israeli leaders receiv- 
ing the Nobel Peace Prize 
Saturday to be cautious in 
talks with Syria and the 
Palestinians. 

Dr. Kissinger. himself a 
1973 Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate for efforts to end the 
Vietnam War, said in an in- 
terview on Israel Radio that 
he was uneasy with the deci- 
sion to also award the prize to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat. 

“I would have felt more 
comfortable if it had been 
given after a long enough 
period to see that he had 
really changed and his prize 
will be justified." Dr. Kissin- 
ger said. 

The Nobel committee was 
criticised by some who still 
see Arafat as a terrorist and 
led to the resignation of com- 
mittee member Kare Kris- 
tiansen. who was in Israel 
Saturday to be honoured by a 
right-wing group. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, who 
received the Nobel along 
with Mr. Arafat in Oslo 
Saturday, should pursue talks 
“with caution and disci- 
pline," Dr. Kissinger said. 

Israel and the PLO are 
negotiating expanding the 
seven-month Gaza-Jericho 
autonomy to the West Bank. 
But after a wave of Islamic 
attacks on Israelis and recent 
clashes between fun- 
damentalists and PLO troops 
in Gaza, there are calls to 
reconsider Israel's commit- 
ment to withdraw troops 


from West Bank towns be- 
fore planned Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

“Arafat has an obligation 
to make sure these events in 
Gaza are brought under con- 
trol because they cannot 
possibly be repeated on the 
West Bank." Dr. Kissinger 
said. 

“My view would be to do 
(the West Bank redeploy- 
ment) one step at a time and 
to try it out in one town first 
and see what happens... It's 
too dangerous to do it on a 
general basis. Israel cannot 
commit suicide for the sake 
of clauses in an agreement,” 
he said. 

Dr. Kissinger, who as 


secretary of state brokered a 
separation of forces agree- 
ment between Israel and 
Syria in the 1970s, said he 
didn't believe there was any 
point in intensifying the cur- 
rent U.S. mediation of 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks. 

“I don’t see the conditions 
for it now.” Dr. Kissinger 
said. 

Asked whether Israel 
should meet Syria's demand 
of a total withdraw^ from the 
strategic Golan Heights 
which it captured in 1967. Dr. 
Kissinger said only: “I would 
not make an agreement that 
depends entirely on an 
assumption of permanent 
good will." 


Kuwait to sign GCC pact 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait said 
Saturday it planned to join 
soon a Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) security pact 
signed by the four other 
members of the six-nation 
organisation. 

“The interior minister 
(Sheikh Ali Sabah AI -Salem 
AI-Sabah) affirmed Kuwait's 
commitment to the security 
pact and its keenness to im- 
plement its clauses." an offi- 
cial statement said. 

Sheikh Ali noted that one 
clause in the pact, which aims 
to coordinate measures 
against crime, required more 
time for study before signing 
could go ahead at the 
"soonest opportunity." said a 
statement. 

Kuwait did not join the 
security pact when it was 
ratified by Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, the United Arab 


Emirates and Oman during a 
GCC interior ministers' 
meeting in Riyadh last 
month. 

GCC member Qatar 
boycotted that meeting to 
protest against what it said 
were incidents along its bor- 
der with Saudi Arabia. 

At the time. Sheikh Ali 
told reporters Kuwait did not 
sign the pact because of “leg- 
islative'' issues. 

A Kuwaiti - official in 
November said Kuwait could 
not join the pact due to con- 
tradictions with the Emirate's 
constitution. 

* He said the pact, details of 
which have not been pub- 
lished, obliges members to 
extradite suspects. Kuwait's 
constitution states that: “No 
Kuwaiti may be deported 
from Kuwait or prevented 
from returning thereto." 
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Relief convoys give ray of hope to embattled Kabul 


KABLTL (R) — Three relief 
stp convoys have reached be- 
sieged Kabul this month, pro- 
ws viding a small ray of hope for 
d* 1 ; the people of the Afghan 
■ capital struggling to survive 
-S' cold, hunger and random 
— rockets. 

Two U.N. convoys brought 
W| 1,500 tonnes of flour, as well 
** as medical and shelter sup- 
plies last week, while the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) truck- 
ed in medical goods. 

“It’s a drop in the bucket," 
said Martin Barber, who 
coordinates U.N. humanita- 
rian assistance to Afghanis- 
tan. “If we could do 1,500 
tonnes of food a week, it 
would make a big difference 
in getting the people of Kabul 
through the winter." 

Factional battles have kil- 
led about 15,000 people in 
Kabul since the communist 
government fell to Islamic 
_ guerrillas in April 1992. 
£ Thousands more have been 
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wounded or forced from their 
homes by fighting that has 
wrecked entire neighbour- 
hoods. 

“We came here in January 
after our homes in the old 
city were destroyed." said 
Khair Mohammad, speaking 
for 30 families living cheek by 
jowl in a small concrete mos- 
que in the government-held 
northwestern district of Khair 
Khana. 

“The foreign agencies 
helped us a bit at first, but 
not now," said the former 
carpet dealer. “Our women 
go to the city to beg. Lots of 
us have borrowed money 
from shopkeepers." 

The 400 people in the un- 
heated Khawaja Abdullah 
Ansari Mosque are living 
three or four families to a 
room, crudely partitioned 
with sacking and cloth hung 
from ropes. 

“We have even sold the 
blankets given us by a foreign 
agency because we had no- 
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thing to eat." said Abdul 
Shakoor. 

Coughing children huddle 
under piles of bedding on the 
floor or play in the muddy 
courtyard outside as their pa- 
rents bitterly recount how 
they are no longer wanted in 
the neighbourhood. 

“Local people come here 
and threaten to bring the 
police to evict us. They say 
we are not good Muslims and 
our children are disturbing 
them, but we have nowhere 
to go," one woman said. 

Others said 25 families had 
been forced to leave at gun- 
point three months ago for 
alternative accommodation 
in a school. 

The mullah, Mauivi 
Mohammad Hussein, said 
local people had helped the 
displaced families at first but 
now felt it was improper for 
women and children to stay 
in the mosque. 

“They say they will not 
come to the mosque as long 


these people are here,” he 
said. “Now the security peo- 
ple have found another place 
for them and soon they will 
leave." 

Ariane Curdy, an ICRC 
nutritionist surveying the 
needs of Kabul's citizens, 
said that, apart from dis- 
placed people living in public 
buildings, about two-thirds of 
370 families visited in private 
houses were not living in 
their own homes. 

“The picture is of a town 
largely depleted of its original 
residents," she said. Nutri- 
tion levels among those in 
private houses were little bet- 
ter than those in public build- 
ings. 

“We are finding that about 
two-thirds of the girls are 
malnourished, compared to 
one- third of the boys," she 
said. 

“The fact that we couldn't 
bring in food until now means 
people have had to sell all 
their belongings," Curdy 


added. “The international 
community has failed to pre- 
vent that.” 

Tbe United Nations, 
whose convoys were the 
organisation's first since 
June., is using local and inter- 
national agencies to distri- 
bute food and other supplies 
to those thought most in 
need, but so far there is just 
not enough to go round. 

At a newly opened bakery 
supplied by the U.N. World 
Food Programme in the 
opposition-controlled village 
of Bagrami near Kabul. 500 
families can buy subsidised 
bread using coupons. 

“We have coupons, but we 
still can't buy bread because 
we have no money," com- 
plained one of a group of 
veiled women to visiting 
U.N. officials. 

“We don’t have any money 
and we don't have coupons 
either,” came a reton from 
the crowd. 

Barber said food prices 


could be brought down if 
waning factions continued to 
let supplies flow into the city. 

“If we can open the roads 
and make convoys a regular 
feature of life in Kabul, the 
price of these commodities 
will come down, the economy 
will improve and everyone 
will benefit,” he said. 

Opposition leader Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar’s forces have 
blocked roads to Kabul for 
much of this year in a power 
struggle with his arch -foe. 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. 

“We want all the roads to 
be opened and a permanent 
ceasefire announced.” Mr. 
Hekmatyar told Reuters last 
week. 

Asked if that meant the 
blockade was over, he said: 
“We are serious about a 
peaceful solution, but it’s not 
the case for the other side. 
They just want to remain in 
power.” 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


ci«\daV, IJKChMBER \t f 

JORDAN TIMES i 

Oslo brokers reunite J| 

OSLO. Norway ( A .P) — At a J mcennp th .u led 

»nhl«- in the Palm Gar- sf^rci 


OSLO. Norway (AP) — At a 
back table in the Palm Gar- 
den bar. the old friends of 
“the Oslo channel" swapped 
laughs and tales late Friday 
about their secret talks on 
Middle East peace. 

The Norwegian, Palesti- 
nian and Israeli merchants of 
peace were back for a well-, 
deserved reward: Watching 
Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres 
and Yasser Arafat receive the 
Nobel Peace Prize on Satur- 
day. 

Without the efforts of the 
tightknit team gathered at the 
bar in Oslo’s Grand Hotel, 
there might never have been 
a peace accord to honour. 

Those at the reunion in- 
cluded Terje Roed Larsen 
and his wife Mona Juul, two 
Norwegians who sported the 
chance to open a back-door 
channel between bitter ene- 
mies — Israel and the PLO 
— while on a trip in the Gaza 
Strip. 

With them, smiling, re- 
laxed and joking, was Yossi 
Beilin, the Israeli deputy 
foreign minister who helped 
open the channel. 

“This year this is front 
channel, the back channel is 
over there." Mr. Beilin said, 
with the secretive team for 
once within earshot of jour- 
nalists. 

There was Israeli nego- 
tiator Uri Savir and the 
PLO’s Ahmad Oureiu. usual- 
ly called Abu Ala, who both 
stole in and out of Norway 


fhc t>n PulcOTWt -ft 1 

self-rule, sinned in Scptwa-^^ 

her 1903. 

Although there is modfc;^ 
work left "on the accord, ao4 ^ 
much Mood has been ?ptU«£:gg 
since it was signed, the 
pic ot the "t>slo eliafltteTMV 
were in high spirits when they g 
met again. 

-We didn't believe a yea 
ago that it would be f- 

ro implement the agreement . vy 
in the way it was 
plemcntcd. We envisioned- 
the problems, the vtotento 
but we couldn’t btlreve tikti 
such a da) could come so 
soon that the whole world "■ 
would acknowledge the ics- ' 
portance." ^tid Mr. Beilin. ■ 

Abu Ala said teasinglj 
three things that were best 
about his many treks to Oslo: 
“Nice food, the great Mora - 
and the less great Terje.” 

Mr. Larsen, now U.N. , 
undersecretary for the Mid* r ' 
die East, said Mr. Araftt . 
often made a similar observa- 
tion. 

“The chairman always says 
there are two Larsens: The ' 
ugly one — that is me — and , •. ; 
the beautiful one — that is 
Mona." Mr. Larsen, 47, said 
about his attractive 34-year- . 
old wife, nnw a diplomat 
stationed in rhe Middle East. 

“On this.” joked Israeli 
negotiator Savir. “There it . 
Palestinian and Israeli con- 
sensus." 


Arafat’s ex-wife emerges, 
wants to return to him 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The day after Yasser 
Arafat's wife announced they 
were expecting a baby, an 
Israeli newspaper on Friday 
published a lengthy interview 
with a woman who claimed to 
be his first wife. 

“I am the only one who 
really understood him. 1 
knew what angered him and 
what made him happy, what 
was food for him and how to 
relax him. I understood him 
completely.*' Najla Yassin, 
was quoted as telling the dai- 
ly Haaretz. 

Ms. Yassin, known as Um- 
Nasser. managed his Tonis office 
and said she and Mr. Arafat 
lived together for 18' years 
until 1985. The couple had no 
children. 

Interviewed in an opulent 
villa in Tunis, Ms. Yassin 
proudly showed off photos of 
her and Mr. Arafat, including 
one of them cutting what 
appears to be a wedding 
cake. The 65ish, heavily 
jeweled woman often burst 
into tears during the exclu- 
sive interview with Haaretz 
reporter Suha Gharaf. 

Born in Syria to a 
Lebanese family, she was one 
of the first women to join 
Fateh, the mainstream PLO 
organisation. She said she la- 
ter divorced her Palestinian 
husband to be with Mr. Ara- 
fat, known by his guerrilla 
name Abu Ammar, in 1967. 

“We lived together for 
many years. He took care of 
me and loved me very 
much," Ms. Yassin said. “He 
was a good man, a sensitive 
and gentle man.” 

“When I saw that he was 
anxious or tired I would go 
out to tbe streets and find a 
Palestinian child and tell him, 
‘Go to Abu Ammar. he 
wants to give you a Klashnik- 
ov (rifle) so you can fight the 
Jews',” she said. 

“The child would go in and 
ask Abu Ammar for a Klash- 
nikov. He would immediately 
foiget all of his troubles, 
smile, kiss the child and say 
‘do you see these? They are 
our hope’." Ms. Yassin said. 

Mr. Arafat. 65, had been 
given to explaining his bache- 
lorhood over the years by 


t 



Suha Arafat 

saying he was “married to a < 
woman called Palestine." But [ 
there have .been rumours for < 
years that Mr. Arafat had 
premised marriage to a num- 
ber of women. 1 * 

Mr. Arafat's 1991 marriage ; 
to Suha, his 31-year-old pre- ■ 
sent wife, was kept secret for ; 
15 months. 

Unnamed PLO officials 
confirmed to Haaretz that ; 
Mr. Arafat had indeed been 
married before and it was 
Ms. Yassin. 

However, in Gaza City, 
Mr. Arafat's office Frieav de- 
nied any knowledge of the 
woman and refused to com- 
ment on the report. 

Mr. Yassin told Haaretz 
that she is waiting for Mr. 
Arafat to cali her to Gaza and 
that she has been ordered to 
stay away until he does Asked 
why she doesn't go ahead 
without a summons? she said: 

“I can't just do it. He would 
get very angTy." 

Shortly afrer the interview, 
Ms. Yassin left Tunis for 
good and moved to Egypt. In 
a subsequent telephone inter- 
view 10 days after the first. 
Ms. Yassin emphatically de- 
nied she had ever married 
Mr. Arafat and asked to re- 
tract the story. 

A senior unnamed PLO 
official in Tunis told Haaretz 
that Mr. Arafat had bes- 
towed great wealth upon Ms. 
i assin but had ultimately left 
her. 

“The jewels that she has 
are enough to buitd all Gaza 
anew. Arafat banished her, 
but she still dreams of return- 
ing to him. In iny opinion she 

1 ^ avc a chance,” the 
Official was quoted as saying. 
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Civil Defence Rescue units Saturday evening haul a 
metal cutter through the nibble of a building which 
c oll a ps ed in the Nazal suburb of Amman (Photo by 
Rana Hnsseini) 

■ 

New building collapses 
2 hours after completion 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) rescue 
units discontinued their 
search Saturday night for two 
people who were believed to 
have been trapped under rub- 
ble after a newly-constructed 
building collapsed in Nazal 
suburb. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that the two 
Egyptian workers who were 
feared missing and possibly 
trapped under the wreckage 
of the five-story apartment 
building, appeared at the 
scene. Both workers were re- 
ported not to have been on 
the site when the building 
collapsed, the official added. 

“The two men showed up 
two hours later and said they 
were away at the time of the 
collapse, but we will continue 
to dig in the rubble just in 
case someone else was in the 
building,” the CDD official 
said. 

An eyewitness who lives 
near the site said that at 
approximately 4:00 p.m., he 
saw stones falling from the 
building, then “all of a sud- 
den the building just went 
(town.” 

“I was standing on my bal- 
cony at the time of the inci- 
dent, and my house started 
shaking, accompanied by 
loqd noises,*’ the witness told 
the Jordan Times. 

Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
A1 Abbadi said that the 
building was licensed by the 
Jordan Engineers Associa- 


tion (JEA) as meeting bund- 
ing codes. 

According to Dr. Abbadi, 
it is too early to determine 
who is responsible for die 
collapse of the structure. He 
added that the responsibility 
of the engineer in overseeing 
that building codes are ap- 
plied during the construction 
process lies with the engineer 
m charge of the site. 

Dr. Abbadi said that pre- 
liminary investigations 
showed that the “engineer in 
charge was not always pre- 
sent to supervise tfaie con- 
struction work.” 

“The engineer in charge 
must always be present, since 
the building is 1,600-metres 
square,” Dr. Abbadi said. 

He said it is the responsi- 
bility of the JEA to investi- 
gate the incident to deter- 
mine where the culpability 
lies. 

Earlier reports indicated 
that there were two people in 
the building at the time of the 
incident. 

According to CDD Direc- 
tor Lieutenant General Afif 
Ghoul, the guard, who was 
about to enter the building 
when it collapsed, informed 
authorities that there were 
two men trapped inside. 

The guard, identified only 
as Hussein, sustained minor 
injuries and was taken to A1 
Bashir Hospital. 

Construction -workers --had « 
just finished pouring the ce- 
ment mixture for tire roof tqp : 
of the building, the witness 
said. He said that two hours 
later, the building fell. 


Ministers report on talks with top financial entities 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Saturday heard re- 
ports from Minister of Plan- 
ning Hisham Kbatib and 
Minister of Finance Sami 
Gammoh on the outcome of 
their negotiations with the 
European Union (EU), the 
Worid Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

According to the reports, 
the European Union has 
agreed to give Jordan an im- 
mediate grant of S36 million 
to be transferred to the 
Jordanian treasury before the 
end of the year to help Jor- 
dan's balance of payments. 

The grant came as an initial 
response from the EU to the 
efforts and meetings con- 
ducted lately between EU 
leaders in Brussels and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

The reports said the IMF 
board has endorsed a $57' 
million loan to the Kingdom 
in addition tQ an earlier sum, 
thus bringing the total of the 
IMF loan to $110 million. 

This will be a long term, 
tow interest, soft loan and 
will be available during 1995, 
according to the reports. 

In addition, the World 
Bank has approved a low- 


interest $80 million loan to 
Jordan payable over 20 years, 
said the reports, which added 
that the German government 
has agreed to offer Jordan a 
$40 million low interest loan 
payable over 20 years 
through the World Bank. 

Over and above this, Jor- 
dan win obtain a $50 million 
loan from the German gov- 
ernment during this year, the 
reports added. 

Dr. Khatib and Mr. Gam- 
moh told the Council of 
Ministers that these soft loans 
were designed to augment 
the Kingdom's foreign cur- 
rency reserves cover .the 1995 
budget deficit and enable the 
government to carry out 
capital projects next year. 

Meeting under the chair- 
manship of Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh, the Cabinet 
approved 18 projects which 
pledge to invest JD80 million 
in businesses that would cre- 
ate 2,000 jobs. 

The Cabinet said that the 
schemes would be considered 
certified economic projects 
which are entitled to benefit 
from numerous incentives 
such as exemptions from cus- 
toms duty on imported 




S ami Gammoh 
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machinery and equipment 
and exemptions from pay- 
ment of income tax for the 
first two years of production. 

A Cabinet statement said 
that the new schemes would 
manufacture plastic mate- 
rials, spare parts for machin- 
ery, containers and bottles 
for drugs and foodstuffs, alu- 
minium, iron, ready-made 
garments, underwear, tex- 
tiles vitamins, dairy products, 
veterinary drugs and deter- 
gents and some would pro- 
vide medical and hotel man- 
agement services require- 
ments. 

The Cabinet Saturday also 
approved the establishment 
of six enterprises, considered 
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economic category projects, 
which are allowed fewer ex- 
emptions titan certified eco- 
nomic projects. 

These businesses would 
manufacture chocolates, bus- 
cuits, cartoon and 
documentary films, educa- 
tional materials and textiles. 
The total funds to be invested 
are JD4 million: 270 jobs are 
to be created by these 
schemes, said the Cabinet 
statement. 

The Council of Ministers 
endorsed a memorandum of 
understanding with Germany 
providing for DM 1.5 million 
(JD669,00Q) from the Ger- 
man government to finance 
the cost of expertise and tech- 


nical assistance in assessing 
the Kingdom’s various needs 
in different fields. 

The Council of Ministers 
also agreed to exempt the 
Military Consumer Corpora- 
tion from JD7 million in cus- 
toms duty that would have 
been collected on the cor- 
poration's imports next year. 

The Cabinet also approved 
Jordan’s participation in the 
■12th conference of the Arab 
League Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (ALESCO) due to be 
held in Tunis between Dec. 
17 and 20. The Jordanian 
delegation to that meeting 
will be led by Minister of 
Higher Education Rateb 
Saoud. 

It also decided to form a 
Jordanian delegation, led by 
Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad to take part in the 
Arab League interior minis- 
ters’ council meeting sche- 
duled to be held in Tunis 
between Jan. 4 and 6. 

■ 

It approved Jordan’s parti- 
cipation in an international 
tourism exhibition to be held 
in Milan, Italy, early next 
year and the Berlin Interna- 
tional Tourism Farr in March 


1995. Jordan’s delegation to 
the two exhibitions will be led 
by Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 
Ad wan. 

According to the Cabinet, 
Judge Adib Jalamdeh, the 

J >rosecutor general, and 
udge Mas hour Kouj, mem- 
ber of the Court of Appeals, 
will be sent to the United 
States to discuss an agree- 
ment on the extradition of 
crime suspects between Jor- 
dan and the United States. 
No date was given for their 
trip. 

The Council of Ministers 
delegated the secretary 
general of the Ministry of 
Planning to travel to Paris to 
negotiate a financial protocol 
for 1994 with the French gov- 
ernment. The secretary 
genera] was authorised to 
sign the protocol. 

The Cabinet also approved - 
Jordan’s participation in the 
general assembly meeting of 
the Federation of Arab News 
Agencies to be held in Beirut 
on Dec. 14 and 15. Jordan 
will be represented at the 
next meeting by Abdullah 
Eroum, director general of 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 


Princess Basma to serve on 
WHO global commission 
on women’s health 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ina Saturday agreed to join 
the Global Commission on 
Women’s Health of the 
Health Organisation 
for the period 1994- 
15. 

princess Basma, in a writ- 
ten reply to WHO Director 
General Hiroshi Nakajima, 
expressed her appreciation to 
the organisation for selecting 
her to serve on the commit- 
tee, stressing that she will do 
her utmost to achieve the 
committee’s objectives. 

The Princess last month 
received a letter from Dr. 
Nakajima inviting her to 
accept membership on the 
committee, whose establish- 
ment was recommended by 
WHO member states at the 
45th World Health Assembly 
in 1992. 

The Global Commission 
on Women’s Health compris- 
es prominent personalities 
from a broad ranj»e of disci- 
plines and experiences, in- 
cluding political, scientific 
and professional leaders 
throughout the world. 

The terms of reference of 
the commission involve pro- 


ducing an agenda for action 
on women’s health, acquaint- 
ing policy makers with 
women’s health issues, advo- 
cating the promotion of 
women's health issues within 
all development plans and 
using all forms of mass media 
to achieve that end. 

They also involve provid- 
ing a forum for consultation 
and dialogue with women’s 
organisations and women's 
health advocacy groups. 

The commission meets 
approximately twice a year to 
provide independent scien- 
tific and technical advice on 
policies and strategies relat- 
ing to women's health. 

Its next meeting will take 
place in Australia at the be- 
ginning of April. 1995. 

Princess Basina’s selection 
to the commission’s mem- 
bership reflects WHO’s 
appreciation of her role in 
supporting women’s causes. 

With this new appointment 
Princess Basma now serves 
four U.N. assignments. 

In May 1993, the Princess 
was appointed as Honorary 
Human Development 
Ambassador by the U.N. De- 
velopment Programme. 


Enumerators start 1994 census 

125,000 families to be visited daily 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Eight 
thousand enumerators 
commenced with a house- 
to-house survey of the 
Kingdom yesterday, thus 
initiating Jordan’s fourth 
national census. 

The Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, quoted Assistant 
Director General of the 
Department of Statistics 
Ismail Abu Sondos as 
saying that the researchers 
will visit approximately 
125,000 families dally out 
of an estimated 625,000 
families in Jordan. 

Last night, enumerators 
visited group families 
(those staying in hotels, 
hospitals or homes for the 
disabled) and also surveyed 
those entering the King- 
dom. at the., airport.. All...; 
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the night that residents 
were supposed to have re- 
corded the number of peo- 
ple sleeping in their homes. 

According to a statistics 
department official, the 
census will count foreigners 
living in Jordan as well as 


Jordanians living abroad 
for less than a year (for 
example, those travelling 
or studying abroad or those 
travelling on business). 

Although plans for the 
census have been under 
way since 1991, some have 
criticised the - census as 
being politically motivated 
given the recent political 
developments in Jordan. 

Critics say that the cen- 
sus seeks to define the 
number of refugees in the 
Kingdom in order to seek 
compensation in the peace 
talks, or may determine the 
number of Jordanian 
citizens of Palestinian ori- 
gin — a controversial issue 
that has been generally 
avoided since the signing of 
the peace treaty with 
Israel. 
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lab Abdet Am.iZottbi, ^; 1 ^ 
ecutive director of the- 1994 " 
census^ thebsmiy iobjective' 
of the census is to establish 
the number of inhabitants 
in each govemorate so as to 
facilitate policy-making 
and planning. 

“It is only natural that 
the government should 
want such statistics,” he 
said. “The government has 


to study migration trends, 
which is important in a 
place like Jordan where the 
population has increased 
significantly over short 
periods of time.” 

Jordan, in fact, has one 
of the highest population 
growth rates in the world, 
much of which is a result of 
an influx of refugees and 
displaced persons during 
the last five decades. 

The Kingdom’s last 
national census was in 
1979, showing a population 
of nearly 2,150,000. Today, 
however, the population is 
estimated at just over 4 
million — ten per cent of 
which are figured to be 
returnees from the Gulf 
states following the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis. 

Information and results 
of -the' census will be- valu- 
able ■ to '’severaF rru nistrie^^ 
education;^ labo’uirV. Rlan- ' 
nine,' social ' development 1 
ana others. 

The census will alsn help 
planners and sociologists 
study fertility and mortality 
rates by govern orate, as 
well as other demographic 
information such as the sta- 
tus of handicapped and dis- 
abled people. 






Amnesty branch to hold workshop 
on preparing human rights courses 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
branch of Amnesty Interna- 
tional (AI) plans to organise 
a workshop towards the 
end of December to discuss 
prospects for the introduction 
of human rights courses in 
the curricula of schools and 
universities, according to 
Tawfiq Abu Baker, Jordan 
AI secretary general. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence Saturday, Mr. Abu Bak- 
er said that about 12 human 
rights specialists from Jorda- 
nian universities are expected 
to address the workshop, 
which is expected to formu- 
late a related set of recom- 
mendations. 

“Once we have reached a 
set of recommendations we 
intend to submit a plan for 
the introduction of the hu- 
man rights courses into the 
curricula to the Norwegian 
branch of Amnesty Interna- 
tional and request financial 


assistance from them to im- 
plement the plan,” said Mr. 
Abu Baker. 

Hie Norwegian branch is 
known to have helped other 
countries in implementing 
similar plans, including Tuni- 
sia, where such programmes 
are already in place, Mr. Abu 
Baker said. 

The Jordanian AI branch, 
which formally was licensed 
to operate in 1992, has been 
conducting several activities 
including regular lectures on 
human rights issues for senior 
officers of the Public Security 
Department (PSD), a pro- 
gramme which is expected to 
expand to include officers in 
charge of prisons and traffic, 
according to Mr. Abu Baker. 

Referring to Jordan’s hu- 
man rights performance. Mr. 
Abu Baker said that so far, 
die country has endorsed 28 
international human rights 
agreements, but the Jorda- 
nian AI branch has been 
woridng to ensure that the 
Kingdom endorse the re- 


maining 17 agreements. 

“We have approached Par- 
liament members urging 
them to act towards 
ensuring the Kingdom’s en- 
dorsement of the remaining 
international agreements, 
said Mr. Abu Baker. 

But Jordan hi considered 
among the foremost Arab 
states to sign international 
human rights agreements, he 
said. 

Referring to the work of 
Amnesty International, he 
said that the London-based 
group, which was established 
in 1961, now comprises 1.2 
million members in 41 coun- 
tries. He said they conduct 
their work without political 
bias. 

Adding that AI groups 
continue to face harassment 
in some Arab states, Mr. 
Abu Bakei said that Jordan 
was an exception because 
here. Amnesty International 
receives all the facilities and 
help it needs for its work. 


Government urges JPRC to 
provide more gas cylinders 

Ministry reviews gas storage safety measures 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment Saturday urged the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company (JPRQ to increase 
its daily provisions of gas 
cylinders from 300 to 500. 

The decision, taken at a 
meeting chaired by Minister 
of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Talal Ureiqat, came 
less than 24 hours after an 
explosion at a gas storage 
facility near the Sports City 
neighbourhood destroyed ab- 
out 1000 gas cylinders. 

The government also pas- 
sed several measures con- 
cerning the bottling of gas, 
prevention of price manipula- 
tion and setting guidelines for 
ensuring greater storage safe- 
ty and distribution processes, 
according to-Jhe. Jordan News 
Age-ncy. Petra. UOIS as. 


Noting that the JPRC late- 
ly imported 50,000 additional 
cylinders to meet recent shor- 
tages, the government said 
that each cylinder sells for 
JD1S.5 to consumers and the 
gas to fill the average cylinder 
is to be sold for no more than 
JD2, stressing that the distri- 
butors will be working extra 
hours in order to ensure 
wider distribution of the 
much needed energy source. 

Meanwhile, the Civil De- 
fence Department (CDD) re- 
ported Saturday that inves- 
tigations into the causes of 
the explosions Friday evening 
near the Sports Gty, which 
caused extensive fires at two 
storage facilities were still 
under way. 

, A CDD official said that 


u only one person- sustained 



light injuries from the explo- ! 
sions. He was discharged ' 
from hospital Saturday after 
treatment. 

The official told the Jordan 
Times that CDD inspection ' 
teams were at the site all day - 
Saturday in order to deter- 
mine the cause of the explo- 
sions. 

The Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources plans 
another meeting soon to fol- 
low up and decide on safer 
warehouse storage of gas 
cylinders and the location of ' 
such facilities. 

Hie meeting was attended 
by CDD Director General 
Lieutenant General Afif 
Ghoul, as well as the director 
of the JPRF, the president of 
the. distributors of fuel,.apd 
■ several conoai^ed officials.... 


delegates explore 
commitments to human rights 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite 
sweeping worldwide poli- 
tical changes that many 
countries hoped would lead 
to democracy and stabilisa- 
tion, the issue of human 
rights has been pushed to 
the forefront of the interna- 
tional agenda. 

Commitment to human 
rights seems to be moving 
backwards instead of for- 
wards, according to some 
observers. 

Discussions on human 
rights have therefore taken 
on a renewed urgency with- 
in international and nation- 
al agendas. 

For this reason, the In- 
ternational Movement of 
Rights and Humanity, a 
non-governmental orga- 
nisation (NGO) has orga- 
nised a three-day, multi- 
faith, multi -cultural round- 
table in Amman this week 
in cooperation with the 
Jordanian Institute of 
Democracy. 

Under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Gown 
Prince Hassan, the round 
table provides a forum in 
which Islamic and Western 
delegates to the U.N. Com- 
mission on Human Rights 
can explore their specific 


commitments to human 
rights. 

“As we approach the bi- 
millennium of the birth of 
Christ,” said the Crown 
Prince in a speech deli- 
vered on his behalf by 
Senator Kamal Abu Jaber, 
“and the tri-millennium 
celebrations of the holy city 
of Jerusalem, we must real- 
ise that these anniversaries 
mil be devoid of meaning 
unless we can find a shared 
value system, and a shared 
notion of moral authority, 
by which to govern our 
shared, but single world.” 
More than any technologic- 
al advances or economic 
growth, the world needs a 
global consensus on human 
rights, he said. 

Three panel discussions 
will cover the legal and 
political dimensions of hu- 
man rights, religious and 
socio -cultural aspects as 
well as media and public 
perceptions of human 
rights. 

Other working groups 
mil discuss the promotion 
of multi-faith understand- 
ing of human rights, and 
the contribution of culture 
in promoting international 
tolerance and strengthen- 
ing international human 
rights laws and commit- 
ment to human rights. 


More than 30 delegates 
are to participate in the 
three-day conference. 

The roster boasts an 
array of participants from 
around the world including 
Indonesia, the United 
States, Tunisia, the United 
Kingdom and other coun- 
tries. 

Jordan is represented at 
the roundtable by Moham- 
mad Adnan AI Bakhit, 
president of AL al Bayt 
University, Mazen 
Armouti, president of the 
institute of Democracy; 
Mohammad Tawfiq AI 
Khalidi, director of the 
Legal Department at the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Awn Khasawneh, 
legal advisor to the Crown 
Prince and member of the 
International Board of 
Rights and Humanity. 
Musa Keilani, editor-in- 
chief of AI Dustour and 
former ambassador to 
Bahrain, Naela Rash dan. 
Upper House parliamenta- 
rian, Kamel Al Sharif, for- 
mer minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, Nabeel 
Talhouni, director of Inter- 
national Organisations at 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and Mohammad 
Tarawneh, deputy presi- 
dent of the Arab Organisa- 
tion of Human Rights. 


WHAT 


FILM 

* Fttm entitled “The Sword in the Stone” at 
the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 


Queen Aha Fund for Social Development 
new offices, Al Madina AI Munawara 
Street. 


☆ Concert at die Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 pjn. 


iz Lecture entitled “The Excavations of the 
Umayyad Palace, Amman Citadel” by Dr. 
Muhammad Nqjjar, Dr. Antonio* Almag - 
ro, and Mir. Pedro JemHis at the Friends 
of Archaeology (FoA) Center at 7:00 p.m. 
(The lecture precedes a field trip to the 
Umayyad Palace organised by the FoA on 
Dec. Id). 

☆ Lecture (In Arabic) entitled “The Palesti- 
nian Legal Drama... Where To?” by Mr. 
R^ja* Shhadeh of Palestine at Abdul 
HfliwfftH Shnman Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 


☆ Exhibition of home furnishings and ftmii- 
ture entitled “Colours and Crafts” at the 


<r Exhibition of portraits by Fahrehdssa 
and the exhibition of contemporary Arab 
artist at Darat Al Fumm. 

☆ Exhibition of oD paintings by Salman 
Abbas at Afia Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of abstract by several artists at 
the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Ismail and 
Taman Shammout at Abdul Hameed Shu- 
man Foundation. 

☆ Exhibition of Muna SandPs private collec- 
tion of contemporary arts and Jordanian 
antiques at Abdoan Village (Tel 829700). 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by SadDc Kwaish at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition by Afcram Nqji Shaker at 
Ab’aad Art Gallery. 

-A Exhibition of paintings by Dr. AH Al Gbool 
at the Italian Language Centre (Tel. 
669348). 

☆ F.Thihhinn hv artists Lf rtf Al LTiatPoh and 
Mnhy Khaleefa at the Housing Bank Gal- 
lery. 


equipment binders 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s sci- 
entific researchers are as 
well-trained and qualified 
as their counterparts in in- 
dustrialised countries, and 
it is a lack of funding and 
equipment rather than a 
lack of skills and know-how 
which hinder efforts to de- 
velop internationally com- 
petitive research program- 
mes in the Kingdom, a 
foreign expert claimed 
Saturday. 

“A lot of knowledge is 
there,” Wolfgang Voelter 
of Germany's Tubingen 
University told the Jordan 
Times. But, he maintained, 
spending extensive money 
and effort to send science 
specialists abroad for study 
at “top-notch foreign in- 
stitutions, is not paying off 
if the infrastructure is not- 
there for them when they 


come back to work.” 

Dr. Voelter spoke after a 
week of meetings with 
Jordanian officials to con- 
clude arrangements for a 
cooperative research ven- 
ture between Tubingen 
University and three major 
Jordanian institutions — 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS), and Jordan and 
Y arm oak universities. 

The initiative is one of 
several between Jordanian 
research departments and 
European universities 
being funded by a 3.5 mil- 
lion European Currency 
Units (ECUs) (JD 2.94 mil- 
lion) grant from the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). It’s main 
focus will be on the develop- 
ment of biochemical pro- 
ducts. 

Dr. Voelter said that 
from wbat he had seen dur- 
ing his visit, he was 
guardedly optimistic that 
ongoing Jordanian efforts 


to beef up public sector 
research and development 
programmes would come 
to pay off In the future. 
However, “funding by the 
government does not 
appear to be optimal, and it 
needs to be increased,” 
even though public sector 
money for scientific re- 
search might not be as com- 
fortably available as it 
would be in Western coun- 
tries, he said. 

Over the past decade, 
the government has estab- 
lished several new scientific 
bodies in an effort to build 
up public sector research 
and development. Most im- 
portant of them is the 
Higher Council for Science 
ana Technology (HCST). 

Established in 1987, its 
role is to be the main 
decision-making body for 
public sector research and 
development efforts. 

Other new institutions 


include the National Cen- 
tre for Agricultural Re- 
search and Technology 
Transfer (NCARTT) in Al 
Baqaa, established in 1985,. 
and the nascent National' 
Information Centre, laun- 
ched in 1993. 

But scientists have repe- 
atedly noted that lack of 
available funding continues 
to be a constraint on plan- 
ning and execution of indi- 
vidual research and de- 
velopment projects as well 
as equipment purchases. 

Dr. Voelter also express- 
ed his opinion that those in 
the EU looking into aid for 
infrastructure building on 
the West Bank must “do 
something fundamental, 
and soon,” to assist scien- 
tists working at Palestinian 
universities and research 
centres there. 

He said a visit to AI 
Najah National University 
in Nablus during a trip to 


the West Bank last Thurs- 
day had convinced him that 
although Palestinian scien- 
tists, like their Jordanian 
counterparts, were ex- 
tremely well-trained by in- 
ternational standards, their 
situation was dire. 

From what he had 
observed, be said, there 
was an extreme lack of 
scientific equipment and 
facilities, as well as a crimp- 
ing lack of freedom for 
travel abroad to attend im- 
portant international con- 
ferences and workshops, 
because of the political 
situation in the West Bank. 

As well, be said, “from 
inside the West Bank, they 
(scientists) are not able to 
access the international in- 
stitutions which might give 
them funding.” 

Dr. Voelter said he also 
met with Minister of High- 
er Education Rateb Saoud 
during his visit to Jordan. 
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India’s Rao humiliated in state polls 


i 


NtW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao's Congress Party 
suffered a stinging setback 
Saturday in state polls that 
raised questions about the 
pace of free-market reforms 
and his prospects in 1996 
general elections. 

Congress, which had con- 
trolled all four states holding 
polls, lost its hold on three of 
them and was neck and neck 
with the opposition in the 
fourth. 

The party, which has ruled 
India for all but three years 
since independence in 1947. 
was crushed in Mr. Rao’s 
home state of Andhra 
Pradesh as well as in neigh- 
bouring Karnataka, by far 
the larges! electoral prizes. 

The prime minister's party 
had held overwhelming ma- 
jorities in both southern 
slates since the last elections 
in 19S9. 

The state elections have no 
direct impact on the party’s 
wafer-thin parliamentary 
majority in the capital New 
Delhi. Pre-poJi surveys 
showed voters were swayed 


mostly by local issues and 
generally were not taking aim 
at Mr. Rao. 

But the losses were signifi- 
cant because the south has 
provided Mr. Rao with. his 
power base since he took 
office in 1991 and launched a 
far-reaching economic liber- 
alisation programme. 

“Congress does not exist in 
the north and it has been 
routed in the south,” said the 
chief minister of the eastern 
state of Orissa. Biju Patnaik, 
of the centrist Janata Dal 
Party. 

Mr. Rao’s economic re- 
forms have opened up India’s 
markets, delighting foreign 
investors but bringing in- 
creased competition and 
hardship to many industries. 

Congress leaders were set 
to meet in Delhi Saturday 
evening to take stock of the 
defeat. 

“Our performance is simp- 
ly shattering," Commerce 
Minister Pranab Mukherjee 
said. 

In Andhra Pradesh, Con- 
gress was routed by the re- 
gional Telugu Desam Party 


(TDP). Congress, which had 
held a 182-seai majority, had 
clinched only 14 seats to 
TDP*s 160. 

TDP chief N.T. Rama Rao 
wasted no time announcing 
he would immediately im- 
pose state-wide prohibition 
against all alcohol. Local 
businessmen said the ban. 
supported by women activ- 
ists, would cost the state gov- 
ernment S250 million in ex- 
cise levies. 

“This will send a wrong 
signal to foreign investors," 
an official with a Delhi-based 
liquor factory said. 

With all but one of 224 
seats decided in Karnataka, 
the opposition Janata Dal 
had clinched 115. 

Congress, which had held a 
178-seat majority in the state, 
was running third with only 
35 seats behind the Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party's (BJP) 40. 

Congress also lost control 
of the small northeastern 
state of Sikkim, and was in a 
dead heat in the southern 
state of Goa. 

“The southern debacle is 


expected to weaken the 
prime minister, making new 
initiatives or controversial 
decisions much more diffi- 
cult,” the Indian Express 
said. 

“A major question mark 
now looms against his 
(Rao's) ability to win the 
1996 general election.” the 
Economic Times said in an 
editorial. Elections in five 
other states are set for Febru- 
ary. 

Business leaders said Mr. 
Rao would probably not re- 
verse his liberalisation drive 
but with fresh elections due 
in five states next February 
and general polls in 1996, it 
could stall. 

“They (reforms) have 
already slowed down.” said 
R.C. Bhargava. managing 
director of car maker Maruti 
Udyog. 

Some critics were quick to 
point the finger of blame at 
Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh, who has spearheaded 
the liberalisation drive. “It 
was ail Manmohan's fault,” 
read a front-page headline m 
the Asian Age. 
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Nujoma,SWAPOwin Namibia landslide 
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WINDHOEK ( R) — Presi- 
dent Sam Nujoma and his 
ruling SWAPO swept to easy 
victory Saturday in Namibia's 
first post-independence elec- 
tions, heading for a majority 
big enough to allow the party 
to" re-write the constitution. 

With only one out of 95 
counting centres still to de- 
clare results. SWAPO had 
70.6 per cent, the main 
opposition Democratic Tur- 
nhalie Alliance (DTA) 21.9 
per cent and the United 
Democratic Front (UDF) 2.8 
per cent. 

DTA Vice-President Katu- 
utire Kaura. saying voting 
had been largely along tribal 
lines, conceded defeat. “I am 
conceding defeat as we are 
heading for a tribai democra- 
cy.” he tcid Reuters. 

Final results are not ex- 
pected until Monday when 
postal ballots are counted but 
the SWAPO lead is unassail- 
able. giving the party the 
authority to re-write the 1990 
independence constitution. 

. Political analysts said -they 


expected SWAPO to end 
with about 50 seats in the 
72-member parliament, com- 
pared to the 42 it now holds. 

The DTA. which holds 21, 
was expected to hang on to 
about 17 and the UDF to 
have the balance. Smaller 
opposition parties did not 
make the one per cent 
threshold needed for parlia- 
ment. 

In the presidential race Mr. 
Nujoma. leader of the pre- 
1990 struggle for independ- 
ence from neighbouring 
South Africa, held 71.7 per 
cent of the vote against 25.5 
per cent for the DTA’s Mis- 
ha ke Myuongo. his only 
opponent. 

SWAPO wants a two- 
thirds majority on parliament 
to re-write the constitution 
and enable Mr. Nujoma to 
serve a third term. 

Mr. Nujoma believes the 
existing constitution favours 
the opposition parties. 

In some northern consti- 
tuencies SWAPO polled 
more than 94 per cent of Che 


vote. 

There is little to separate 
the main parties politically 
but each draws it support 
from different ethnic and 
tribal groupings in Namibia. 
The formerly Marxist SWA- 
PO has its power base among 
the majority Owambo tribe. 

Political scientist Andre 
Du Pisani told state televi- 
sion: “The loyalty towards 
the (SWAPO) party and the 
personality is very evident in 
the north.. .the country must 
prepare for SWAPO’s two- 
thirds majority." 

Mr. Nujoma led SWAPO 
in a 23-year bush war against 
South African rule of the 
huge desert territory, twice 
the size of France. Independ- 
ence was agreed in a deal 
linked to the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola. 

Officials said indications 
were thai 55 to 65 per cent of 
the 650.000 registered voters 
had cast ballots, compared to 
a 90 per cent turn-out in the 
1989 pre-independence-«ore. 



— rc before the Senate Labour and Human Re- bearings on Capitol Hill (AFP photo ) 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House Friday denied 
reports that Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown plan- 
ned to resign. 

A White" House spokes- 
woman. responding to a re- 
port on Kyodo News Service 
quoting U.S. Ambassador 
Walter Mondale telling 
Japanese government offi- 
cials that M"r. Brown planned 
to resign, said, “that is just 
inaccurate.” 

“Ron Brown just the other 
day said he had no plans to 
resign from the administra- 
tion. He said he considers his 
job the best job in Washing- 
ton.” she said. 

Kyodo News Service said 
Mr. Mondale gave the in- 
formation Friday night to 
Yoshiro Mori, secretary- 
general of the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP), the 
largest of Japan's three ruling 
parties. 

Eiders resigns 

Meanwhile. Joycelyn 
Elders was forced to resign as 
U-S. Surgeon General Friday 
for suggesting schools should 
teach about masturbation. 
She was the first black Amer- 
ican to hold that post. 

As America’s top public 
health official, her outspoken 
views on sexuality earned her 
the undying emniry of many 
Christians and conservatives. 

in addition, her uncom- 
promising promotion of abo*-. 
tion rights, sex education and 
condom distribution in 
schools made her a favourite 
villain of the Republican Par- 
ty and an issue in last month s 
congressional elections. 

Other unguarded comments 
uudina homosexual adoption 
and suggesting the govern- 


ment consider possible leg- 
islation of drugs outraged 
many people beyond the 
right-wing spectrum as well, 
turning Mrs. Elders into a 
liability for President Bill 
Clinton. 

It was yet another off-the- 
cuff remark earlier this 
month, suggesting that chil- 
dren might be taught in 
school about masturbation, 
that led to her downfall. 

“(With) regard to mas- 
turbation, I think that is 
something that is a part of 
human sexuality and it’s part 
of something that perhaps 
should be taught” as a means 
of diverting youngsters from 
riskier forms of sex. she said 
at a meeting on world AIDS 
day at the United Nations on 
Dec. I. 

U.S. gay groups im- 
mediately leapt to Mrs. 
Eiders’ defence. 

“It’s a chilling develop- 
ment,” said Donald Sug gs , a 
spokesperson for the Gay 
Lesbian Alliance Against De- 
famation (GLAAD). 

“Elders had an obligation 
to be forthcoming on such 
issues. It’s really chilling that 
she’d lose her job for focus- 
ing on this vital issue,” said 
Mr. Suggs, whose group 
promotes fair representation 
of gays and Lesbians in the 
media. 

Daniel Wolfe of the Gay 
Mens’ Health Crisis, the 
largest AIDS service in the 
United States, told Reuters 



jrtcwara. _ Tjn< 
able and embarrassing. But 
they were also lifesaving. 

“Our fear about all of this 
is that it will make all other 
government leaders less like- 
ly to speak out frankly about 
die difficult truth of AIDS. 
The fact is that masturbation 


is an activity that does not put 
you at risk for HIV,” said 
Mr. Wolfe. 

Mrs. Elders' life in many 
ways has been an inspiring 
story of how intelligence ana 
guts could overcome bad cir- 
cumstances. 

Born in Arkansas to the 
family of a sharecropper in 
1933. Mrs. Elders as a child 
had to walk five miles (eight 
km) to and from her segre- 
gated school. She never saw a 
doctor until her first year of 
college. 

Aged 15, she received a 
scholarship from the United 
Methodist Church to attend 
Philander Smith College in 
Little Rock, an all black 
school. Three years later, she 
entered the U.S. army as a 
lieutenant and in 1956 enrol- 
led in the University of 
Arkansas Medical School on 
the G) Bill, becoming only 
the second black woman to 
graduate. 

Mrs. Elders had become a 
distinguished pediatrician 
with 150 articles to her name 
when she was appointed by 
then-Govemor Bill Clinton 
as director of the Arkansas 
Department of Health in 
1987. 

She soon found herself at 
the centre of controversy by 
creating school-based health 
clinics that dispensed con- 
traceptives on demand. 
Opponents called her “con- 
dom queen” and “director of 
the Arkansas holocaust” for 
her advocacy of abortion 
rights. 

Appointed Surgeon 
General in 1993, Mrs. Elders 
told the Senate during con- 
firmation hearings she 
wanted to change the be- 
haviour and attitudes of 
Americans towards health by 
putting prevention first. 


Chiapas 
mediators 
warn of 
civil war 
in Mexico 

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS, Mexico (R) — 
Mediators seeking peace be- 
tween Mexico's government 
and peasant guerrillas 
warned that the country is on 
the brink of civil war and 
called on the army to ease its 
pressure on the rebels. 

The National Intermedia- 
tion Commission said late 
Friday that the southern state 
of Chiapas, where so-called 
Zapatista rebels this week 
threatened fresh military 
attacks to end an 1 1-month- 
old ceasefire, was close to 
exploding into violence. 

“Mexico is in danger of a 
civil war.” said the commis- 
sion.; which is led by peace 
mediator ‘ Bishop Samuel 
Ruiz and several other digni- 
taries. 

In their statement, the 
commission members urged 
the government to cm its 
military and political pressure 
on the Zapatista National Li- 
beration Army (EZLN). 
which launched its rebellion 
for democracy and indige- 
nous rights on Jan. 1. 

“Priority should be given 
to breaking the military circle 
around the EZLN and to a 
policy that does not look to 
take away (the Zapatistas'} 
soda) support as pan of a 
counter-insurgency war,” 
they said. 

Opposition leader Amado 
Avendano swore in Thursday 
as “rebel governor,” pledg- 
ing to set up a rival adminis- 
tration for Chiapas’s majority 
indigenous population and 
lead a civil resistance move- 
ment making the state ungov- 
ernable for the elected Gover- 
nor Eduardo Robledo. 

Mr. Avendano urged vil- 
lages where he had the Zapa- 
tistas have strong support to 
stop paying taxes to the state 
government, instead contri- 
buting directly to his rival 
administration. 



Demonstrators stage a protest in front of Seoul 
railway station Saturday against the failure to 
indict two former generals- tn rued president in 
a 1979 coop. South Korean radical students 


buried firebombs into a prosecution building 
and a ruling party office urging immediate 
punishment of the two former presidents Chun 
Doo-Hwaa and Roh Tac-Woo (AFP photo) 


S . Korean farmers , dissidents 
stage violent protests in towns 


SEOUL (AFP) — Thousands 
of students and farmers 
staged violent protests Satur- 
day in South Korea against 
ratification of a world free 
trade accord and for punish- 
ment of two former presi- 
dents for their role in a 1979 
coup, witnesses and reports 
said. 

“Reject the trade accord.” 
the protesters shouted in 
street protests in Seoul and 
two other provincial cities, 
referring to the agreement 
reached under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 

At least 13 people were 
injured in the southern 
opposition stronghold of 
Chunju when riot police 
blocked a march by some 
1.200 farmers and students, 
said the Yonhap News Agen- 
cv. 

m 

The demonstrators in 
Chunju hurled rocks, driving 


50 vehicles through police 
barricades, Yonhap said. 

They also demanded the 
government retract its 
attempt to railroad ratifica- 
tion of the GATT bill 
through parliament without 
proper measures and to pro- 
tect the nation's crumbling 
agriculture industry, it said. 

In Seoul, some 1.000 stu- 
dents staged running pro- 
tests, chased by officers who 
sprayed tear gas, after an 
anti-government rally with 
opposition party supporters, 
witnesses said. 

“Indict the rebels,” the 
students in Seoul shouted, 
urging the immediate punish- 
ment of former generals- 
tumed-president Chun Doo- 
Hwan and Roh Tae-Woo for 
their role in a 1979 coup. 

The Seoul rally was spon- 
sored by the main opposition 
group, the Democratic Party, 
which returned to parliament 


Monday after a month-long 
boycott launched when pro- 
secutors decided in October 
not to indict the two former 
presidents. 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh 
have been found guilty of 
leading the 1979 mutiny that 
brought Mr. Chun to power. 

The ruling camp has vowed 
to have parliament ratify the 
GATT bill before the year’s 
end. buoyed by public polls 
favouring the government’s 
liberalisation blueprint. 

The global accord would 
create a new trade order 
under the World Trade Orga- 
nisation (WTO) and would 
force open South Korea's 
markets for foreign products. 

Radicals also attacked a 
prosecution building and a 
ruling party office early 
Saturday, slamming Presi- 
dent Kim Young-Sam’s gov- 
ernment for bowing to out- 
side trade pressure. 


Japan’s new opposition unfurls its flag 


YOKOHAMA. Japan (R) — 
Japan’s newest and largest 
opposition party unfurled a 
reformist flag in its inaugural 
convention Saturday, calling 
for a “third opening” of the 
country to the world. 

”We must take off the old 
coat of parties that worked 
only for the benefit of a small 
group of people." party head 
Toshiki Kaifu, a popular 
prime minister from 1989 to 
1991, told the gala launch of 
the New Frontier Partv 
(NFP). 

Mr. Kaifu and his deputy 
Ichiro Ozawa said the NFP 
should spearhead radical re- 
forms in political, social and 
economic structures similar 
to the fundamental changes 
that had previously swept 
Japan. 

He was referring to 1854 
when the United States 
forced open Japan from the 
three centuries of isolation 
and 1945 when America in- 
troduced democracy after 
World War II. 

Party officials chose Yoko- 
hama for the event because it 
was Japan's first modern port 
city to be opened to the 
world. 

“We will support the gov- 
ernment as long as they keep 
up with correct reforms,” 
said Mr. Kaifu. 

“But if not. well we can 
surely replace them,” he said 
to cheers and loud applause? 


from the 6.1)00 party dele- 
gates. 

In a race against fellow 
ex-Premier Tsutomu Hata. 
Mr. Kaifu was elected last 
Thursday to head the new 
party, formed by a merger of 
nine" non-Comraunist opposi- 
tion parties. 

The NFP becomes Japan's 
second largest party with 180 
lawmakers in the 511-seat 
lower house. The largest par- 
ty is the 200-strong Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
senior partner in an unwieldy 
coalition with Prime Minister 
Toraiichi Murayama’s Social- 
ist Party. 

Mr. Kaifu and Mr. Ozawa 
are ex-LDP men fighting to 
bring down their old party. 

In an interview in Satur- 
day's Asahi Sbimbun. a con- 
fident Kaifu called on Mr. 
Murayama to dissolve pariia- ' 
meat for early general elec- 
tions, not scheduled until 
mid-1997. 

“The Murayama govern- 
ment has not been baptised 
through elections and has 
violated campaign plat- 
forms,” Mr. Kaifu said in the 
interview. “He should ask 
the people to make a judge- 
ment at the earliest possible 
date." 

On Friday, Mr, Murayama 
rejected calls for early elec- 
tions because he said the 
nation could not afford a 
political vacuum with press- 


ing domestic and foreign poli- 
cy" issues to be solved. 

The introduction of a 
single-seat electoral system 
spurred the formation of the 
new combined opposition" 
party because the new system 
works against parties in cam- 
paign funding. 

The NFP convention 
opened with a 20-minute 
rendition of Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony, Song Of 
Joy. performed by a full 
orchestra and a 300-member 
chorus. 

Hi-tech displays of the par- 
ty logo, a ship's steering 
wheeh and a giant television 
screen gave more colour than 
is usual to a Japanese politic- 
al convention. 

Mr. Kaifu said the two 
main pillars of the new party 
were “continuous reforms" 
and “responsible politics.” 

He cited two alarming 
issues facing the nation. 

The first was the bullying 
suicide of a 13-year old boy 
and the second a recent re- 
port ranking productivity 
among nations — Japan had 
kept the top position for eight 
years but gave it up to the 
United States and now ranks 
third, beaten also by Singa- 
pore. 

“There is a growing con- 
cern about education and 
productivity,” Mr. Kaifu 

said. “Our duty is to address 
this. " 


Chinese town grieves as it buries its children 


BEUING (R) — Thousands 
grieved in China’s northwest 
oil town of Karamay Satur- 
day, standing in falling snow 
to mourn a generation as they 
buried more of the 300 chil- 
dren burned to death in Chi- 
na's worst fire in 15 years. 

“The whole city is im- 
mersed in grief.” a local offi- 
cial, who refused to be identi- 
fied, said by telephone. “For 
this town this is a disaster that 
has drowned all hope. 

“Karamay will not recover 
from this sorrow for years — 
how can we even think of 
passing the Chinese New 
Year festival?” 

China’s deadliest fire in 15 
years raged through the 
Friendship Hall Cinema in 
Karamay, near the border 
with the former Soviet Un- 
ion, Thursday evening when 
it was packed with more than 
900 people, including at least 
500 schoolchildren perform- 
ing in and watching a cultural 
show. 

Officials said 311 people, 
mostly children, were killed 
and 225 injured, but added 
they were unable to give an 
exact death toll because 
many parents took the bodies 
of their children home im- 
mediately to mourn. 

The youngest to die were 
eight years old. 

Hospitals said 78 of the 
injured were in critical condi- 
tion with II unlikely to sur- 


vive. Three children had 
burns over 90 per cent of 
their bodies, a doctor said. 

More than 10,000 of Kara- 
may’s 220.000 residents 
turned out in silence Friday 
for funerals of about 80 chil- 
dren from families of the 
local Muslim Uighur minority 
whose custom is not to allow 
the dead to spend a night 
unburied, the official said. 

On Saturday, the town 
mourned under driving snow 
•as families buried more chil- 
dren, the cream of Karamay ’s 
primary and secondary 
schools who had been chosen 
to present a cultural perform- 
ance to a visiting education 
inspection team, he said. 

“The scene at the cinema 
and the funerals is so horri- 
ble, it is so horrible that 
people cannot even bear to 
look — we cannot bear to 
look at the bodies,” he said. 

The fire — the second to 
break out in the cinema since 
it was refurbished two years 
ago — began with sparks 
from an apparent electrical 
fault that sex alight curtains, 
he said. 

When frightened children 
tried to leave their seats to 
escape the smoke, they were 
ordered to remain sitting and 
maintain discipline, the offi- 
cial said. 

Most victims were pupils 
from two primary schools and 
a secondary school sitting in 


the front rows who were en- 
gulfed in flames when a ball 
of fire erupted from the 
smoking curtains and ex- 
ploded into the auditorium, 
witnesses said. Then the ceil- 
ing crashed down, newspap- 
ers said. 

All but one of the doors 
were padlocked and iron bars 
blocked the windows. Most 
of the bodies were found 
piled near the only exit, a 
witness said. 

“These babies were our 
very best, they were chosen 
from the model classes,” the 
official said, his voice break- 
ing with rage. 

A teacher plunged three 
times into the blazing hall to 
bring out children. He did 
not come out on his fourth 
trip. 

Surviving children 
emerged in shock. 

One was national piano 
prodigy Yang Liu. the official 
said. 

“I hate this inspection 
team.” he quoted Yang as 
saying after the disaster. “As 
soon as they came they made 
us sing and dance for them.” 

State Council Deputy 
Secretary Fu Zhijiang flew to 
the town in Xinjiang pro- 
vince. about 300 kilometres 
northwest of the provincial 
capital of Unimpi, where oil- 
fields provide employment 
for 90 per cent of residents. 

“If the government does 


not handle this properly, the 
local people will not accept 
it." the official said. Resi- 
dents were gripped by fury 
and despair as the Govern- 
ment imposed a toiuf black- 
out on details of the calami tv 
and police cordoned off hos- 
pitals. preventing even pa- 
rents from entering, he said. 

Xinjiang has a history of 
ethnic unrest among its 
Uighur minority population. 

“They won’t even tell us 
how many are dead.” 

He said no attention hud 
been paid to an earlier, small 
fire in the cinema, and ac- 
cused the governmenr of 
negligence. 

“All those in charge of 
security and safety — the 
director, deputy director and 
deputy Communist Puriv 
secretary are abroad. Who 

knows if thev have re- 
turned.” 

. *^ ,e Karamay bla^e comes 
just two weeks after a burn- 
ing newspaper tossed onto a 
sola at a birthday partv trans- 
formed a dance hall in north- 
eastern _ Liaoning province 
into an inferno in which 231 

young weekend revellers 
died. 

. JJ! 1 e ? 1 a 1 e Council 

(cabinet) issued an emergen- 

&*~ ct,Ve e ordcrin S utmost 
importance for fire preven- 
tion measures and immediate 
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Christmas 
manuscript sellrt 
for $255,000 

new YORK <AP) — A 
single sheet of paper bearing 
a handwritten copy of the 
classic poem that begins 
■■[was the night before Chris*, 
mas” sold Friday for 
5255,000 at Christie's auction 
house. Author Clement 
Clarke Moore left josi three 
copies of the poem written in 
his own hand. This version 
was written in 1K6U when be 
was SI. Moore had trans- 
cribed the copy at the request 
of an admirer, cramming afi 
56 lines onto one small sheet 
in his tiny, perfect handwrit- 
ing. Moore wrote the poem 
— formally titled A Visit 
From St. Nicholas — in 1832. 
Legend has, it That the idea 
came to him while he was. out 
buying a Turkey for his wife 
to roast oo Christmas Eve 
and give to the poor of (be 
local parish. Christie's had 
estimated that the manu- 
script. written in brown ink, 
would sell for between 
$70,000 and $90,000. A Bid- 
ding war drove the price up 
and (he victor, entrepreneur 
Ralph Gadiel. said he was 
determined to have it at any 
price. Gadiel. whose Illinois- 
based International Resourc- 
ing Services Company sells 
gifts and collectibles, plans to 
market u limited edition of 
copies of (he manuscript next 
Christmas. 

Gay German 
lawmaker seeks 
to marry partner 

BONN (AFP) — A gay Ger- 
man lawmaker wants to mar- 
ry the man he has been living 
with for two-nnd-a-half years 
and has requested a civil 
ceremony marriage licence 
from the city of Cologne, the 
German daily Bild said Satur- 
day. “My partner is French. 1 
love him and 1 want to marry 
him.” 33-year-old Volkc'r 
Beck told Bild. Mr Beck, 
who was elected on Oct. 16 as 
a candidate of the Green 
Party, is the first openly gay 
deputy in the German parlia- 
ment. He said his demand for 
a marriage licence had been 
turned down. “1 am a single 
man against my own wishes,” 
Mr. Beck told Bild. “If I was 
hosp/rairsed for a serious ill- 
ness , my -partner would not 
have the right to visit me or 
a decision on whether l 
should be operated on in an 
emergency situation,” he 
said. ”tf the signatory to a 
lease agreement dies, the be- 
reaved has no right to stay in 
the house and has to leave.” 
he added. Bild. Germany’s 
top selling daily, estimates 
the number of homosexuals 
in Germany at 3.2 million, 
put at two million gay men 
and 1.2 million gay women. 
So far, no homosexuals have 
managed to marry in Ger- 
many. but several couples 
have placed complaints be- 
fore the constitutional court 
demanding the right. Among 
the most famous, are Televi- 
sion personality Hella Von 
Sinnen and her partner 
Corenelia Scheel, daughter 
of former federal President 
Walter Schell. 

Body branding 
gains in popularity 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
They call it “slash and burn”: 
One second's exposure to 
white-hot metal for a lasting 
scar and. presumably, lasting 
satisfaction. It's calied body- 
branding. and it joins pierc- 
ing as the latest in personal 
statements. "With tattooing 
you're getting something 
embedded in your skin. But 
with branding, it's bringing 
out something that’s already 
there — it's more natural." 
said Adam Huffman, who 
pierces skin at a New York 
shop and has twin suns 
branded on his to rearms. The 
pain ' “It's tiot as bad as 

anyone would rhnik.” he 
said. "It's actually kind of 
soothing.” Mr Huffman. 22. 
said venus modern N>dv arts, 
where he works, gets only 
one branding customer every 
month or two, usually men in 
their fhc rval m* 

non. he said, is on the west 
coast in San Francisco, most 
professional branding is done 
in two shops wheic peitorat- 
,n S noses, lips and more pri- 
satc parts are still the pnncip- 
al business. Three to six cus- 
tomers a week slum up in 
search of a more permanent 
and more painful - state* 
ment . said (he owner of 
nomad body piercing. He 
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Chechen soldiers stand next to the eternal flame of a World the main square in Grozny as the tensions between the 

War n memorial during a mid-day prayer on a frosty day in breakaway Republic of Chechenya and Russia go 1 on (AFP) 


Jets bomb Chechenya as Russia seals its borders 


GROZNY, Russia (Agen- 
cies) — Planes bombed sites 
near the Chechen capita] 
Grozny Saturday as tension 
in the rebel region readied 
new, dangerous highs. 

Russia’s ITAR-TASS news 
agency said the Russian gov- 
ernment was sealing off the 
Chechen borders and closing 
its airspace. 

“The Russian government 
today ordered the Interior 
Ministry to seal off the bor- 
ders with Chechenya and the 
Defence Ministry to seal off 
the airspace of this republic.” 
TASS said. 

It said the decision was 
-taken in accordance with a 


decree issued by President 
Boris Yeltsin Friday. This au- 
thorised the cabinet to use all 
possible means to regain con- 
trol of the rebel region. 

Chechenya, a mountainous 
area on Russia's southern 
rim, declared independence 
in 1991. 

Russia has been building 
up troops on the Chechen 
borders for the last two 
weeks, since the region's 
Moscow-backed opposition 
failed to seize Grozny and 
oust separatist Chechen lead- 
er Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

Saturday's air raid was the 
latest in a series since the 
abortive opposition assault. 


At least nine people have 
died in previous attacks but 
there were no initial reports 
of casualties horn Saturday's 
raid. 

The raid was in two stages, 
starting at around one p.m. 
(1000 -GMT). 

First a high altitude bom- 
ber made four passes high 
over Grozny and a Reuter 
correspondent heard loud ex- 
plosions from the town of 
Argun, 15 kilometres south- 
east of the Chechen capital. 
A thick cloud of black smoke 
rose up from the town. 

■ Two low-flying jets 
appeared minutes after the 
bomber droned away, firing 
at least one missile towards a 
residential area some two 
kilometres from the centre. 
The missile hit an apartment 
block, but did not explode. 

Chechen anti-aircraft 
forces responded with a bar- 
rage of fire from light and 
heavy anti-aircraft guns. 
Armed men in the square 
below the presidential paJace 
unleashed round after round 
of buljets from Kalshnikoy 
weaporfe, Trot,' the planes' flew 

,Q^ — J ■ v ill #-.«_* • I 

■ -The situation iit ' Grozny 
had been tense throughout 
the day. 

Few people could be seen 
on the streets of the town of 
some 400,000 people, except 
near the central presidential 
palace where about 1,000 
people have been holding a 
non-stop rally to support Mr. 
Dudayev. 

Mr. Yeltsin has sent De- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
and Interior Minister Viktor 
Yerin to North Ossetia, a 
region bordering Chechenya 
in the north Caucasus where 
most of the big military force 
flown in over the last 10 days 
is massed. 

They joined counter- 
intelligence chief Sergei Ste- 
pashin and Deputy Prime 
Minister Nikolai Yegorov, 


who is in charge of coordinat- 
ing action there. 

A Reuter photographer in' 
the area said the troops were 
tense and many officers ex- 
pected an order to move into 
Chechenya. 

Chechen Vice-President 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev said 
Friday his people were ready 
to fight to defend their inde- 
pendence. But he said he did 
not expect a Russian attack 
immediately. 

“We are ready to receive 
them, weapons in hands, and 
we will fight to the end for 
independence,” said Mr. 
Yandarbiyev. 

“An intervention in 
Chechenya could lead to 
general war in the Cau- 
casus,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin's decree did 
not mention President 
Dudayev by name, but it was 
clearly directed at the leader 
of the Caucasus republic. 

The decree authorised the 
government to use “all the 
means available to the state 
to assure the security of state, 
the legitimacy, the rights and 
liberty of citizens, the protec- . 
tion of public order, the fight ; 
against' 1 Criminality and the 
disarmament*, of all illegal - 
military organisations.” 

In Azerbaijan, a former 
Soviet republic south of 
Chechenya, local Muslims 
appealed to the Islamic con- 
ference for “solidarity.” 

“We turn to you at a mo- 
ment when deadly danger 
looms over Chechenya and 
poses a huge threat to the 
entire Islamic World,” they 
said, according to the Azerbai- 
jani News Agency, Turan. 

Mr. Yeltsin himself said in 
August that Russia had 
avoided ethnic strife only be- 
cause it abstained from force. 

“If we violate this principle 
in Chechenya, the Caucasus 
will rise up. It will mean so 
much blood and tumult that 
no one will ever forgive us," 
he said. 



.Chechen soldiers sit on top of an armoured personnel 
carrier that was brought in to guard the presidential palace 
hi the "Mm square is Grozny (AIT photo) 


Pentagon buys V-22; cancels Stealth missile 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The Pentagon said Friday 
it will go ahead with the 
revolutionary $30 billion V- 
22 helicopter programme, 
but will cancel a $13 billion 
“Stealth” missile plan in 
post-cold war juggling of 
U.S. weapons. 

The V-22 announcement 
by Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry was a major boon 
to Boeing Co. and Textron 
Inc. They are developing the 
oft-delaved tilt-rotor helicop- 
ter, which takes off vertically 
but flies like a regular air- 
craft. 

The military is now ex- 
pected to buy over 500 of the 
troop-canying, turbo-prop 
V-22s in the coming years for 
the Marine Corps and special 
operations forces, which use 
older-style helicopters dating 
back to the Vietnam War. 

At a news conference, Mr. 
Perry announced a number of 
arms decisions including a 
major delay in the army’s 
planned “comanche” heli- 
copter as well as cancellation 
of a $13 billion tri-service 
standoff attack missile prog- 
ramme being developed by 
Northrop-Grumman Corp. 

The plan to build 1 ,200 
radar-evading “Stealth’ 
cruise missiles for the armed 
forces has been battered by 
technical and cost problems. 

‘That made it a very logic- 
al candidate for cancellation, 
and we are doing that." Mr. 

Perry said. _ 

Mr. Perry and Deputy De- 
fence Secretary John Deutcft 
told reporters they had de- 
cided on a number ot 

weapons delays to save $/■-> 

billion in development costs 
over six years including: 


— Indefinite postpone- 
ment of the array's Com- 
anche attack helicopter, a $40 
billion programme under de- 
velopment by Boeing and 
United Technologies Cbrp. 
Instead, the Pentagon will 
buy only two flyable pro- 
totypes in the foreseeable fu- 
ture in a cut that will cost the 
firms $2.1 billion through 
2001 . 

— Cutting fiscal 1996 re- 
search and development 
funds for the air force's F-22 
“Stealth" fighter by $200 mil- 
lion. But chat is not expected 
to cause major delay's in the 
air force plan to buy about 
400 of the jets for $75 billion 
in the next century. 

— Reducing construction 
of Arleigh Burke class des- 
troyers from 18 to 16 over the 
next six years to save SI .5 
billion. 

— Delaying construction 
of a new class of U.S. attack 
submarine by one year to 
2001 to save $1.5 billon. 

— Delaying development 
of the Marine Corps’ adv- 
anced amphibious assault 
vehicle for two years, pushing 
replacement of current land- 
ing craft beyond the turn of 
the century. 

Mr. Perry stressed that the 
cuts were much smaller than 
those he had anticipated be- 
fore President Bill Clinton 
announced last week that he 
would seek an additional $25 
billion in defence spending 
from Congress for the next 
six years. 

“These cuts, we believe, 
are prudent, and they will not 
interfere with our efforts to 
develop the new wave of 
weaponry needed for the 21st 
century,” foe secretary told 
reporters. 


“We believe that these 
adjustments are acceptable. 
They protect our technology 
base, and they allow impor- 
tant force modernisation 
programmes to continue at a 
rate that we can afford and 
they do provide the necessary 
savings which help us in- 
crease funding for readi- 
ness." 

Meanwhile, former CIA 
Director William Colby said 
Friday foe end of the cold 
war has brought the chance 
for large cuts in the agency, 
especially in its budget. 

The Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) budget, offi- 
cially secret, is known to be 
about $3 billion a year. 

‘The Soviet forces were at 
foe Fulda Gap, ready to 
attack at four o’clock next 
morning,” he said. “They 
could nave been at the En- 
glish Channel in two weeks. 
We had to be able to give any 
indication we could if they 
seemed about to do that.” 

The Fulda Gap is the area 
in central Germany where it 
was thought Soviet forces 
could most easily penetrate 
to the West. 

Now the extremely expen- . 
sive array of technology used 
to spot the preliminaries to 
an invasion is no longer 
needed, Mr. Colby said. He 
estimated that it would take 
five years to rebuild Russian 
forces to foe level of a re- 
newed menace. 

Mr. Colby, 74, is now a 
Washington lawyer and 
director of an investment 
project called the Vietnam 
Frontier Fund. He was CIA 
chief in Saigon during the 
Vietnam War. Earlier this 
month, the Vietnamese gov- 
ernment — successor of the 


North Vietnam he fought 
against — refused him a visa 
to visit foe country. 

He pointed to other indica- 
tions that the CIA's scope 
could be reduced. 

It is no longer fighting an 
expensive covert war against 
the Soviet in Afghanistan, he 
noted. 

If today's situation in Bos- 
nia had occurred 15 years 
ago, Soviet forces would have 
been on high alert nearby and 
so would NATO forces — “It 
could have been World War 
IH,” he said. Now Russia and 
NATO forces are cooperat- 
ing in Bosnia, he went on, 
and even if they are not doing 
such a good job there is a big 
difference between con- 
frontation and cooperation. 

Mr. Colby also suggested 
that it may be time to dissolve 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO). 

Tt won a great victory, but 
its job is finished,” he said. 

He added that a Western 
European military alliance is 
not needed either, as long as 
the Russians behave well. 

Mr. Colby urged that 
CSCE, the Confemece on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, replace NATO as 
foe basis for Europe's secur- 
ity. He said he was not prop- 
osing that the United States 
abandon Europe. He pointed 
out that the CSCE includes 
both the United States and 
nearly all European coun- 
tries, Russia and other for- 
mer Soviet republics. 

“The idea is to include, not 
exclude,” he said. 

Mr. Colby spoke in French 
to the Dub Tocqueville, a 
group of mostly French re- 
porters. 


Bosnian Serbs free hostages; 
ease confrontation with U.N. 



Serb soldiers check boxes with humanitarian aid opened by 
a French UJN. soldier at a check point in the Serb-controlled 1 
Croatian region of Krajina. The nine-track UNHCR convoy 
carrying some 90 tonnes of desperately needed food supplies 
later was allowed to pass and reached its destination, the ■ 
Muslim enclave of Bihac (AFP photo) 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb forces eased their con- 
frontation with the United 
Nations Saturday, freeing 
scores of U.N. hostages ana 
allowing a food convoy to 
reach Sarajevo. 

But the United Nations 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) warned that some of its 
duties, such as anti-sniper 
patrols in the capital and 
armoured escorts for aid con- 
voys, would grind to a halt 
unless the Serbs lifted a 
blockade on fuel supplies. 

Spokesman Jan- Dirk Mer- 
veldt told reporters: “No- 
thing short of a total freedom 
of movement for UNPRO- 
FOR will be acceptable... 
The quicker we can get aid to 
those in desperate trouble, 
the better for the whole com- 
munity." 

European Union govern- 
ments, having rejected calls 
for a U.N. withdrawal from 
Bosnia, ended a summit in 
Germany by voicing strong 
support for the U.N. aid 
programme which the Serbs 
have obstructed systematical- 
ly for months. 

In a communique conde- 
mning foe Serb onslaught on 
Bihac which provoked foe 
present crisis, the EU said 
UNPROFOR “should con- 
tinue its crucial mission of 
providing humanitarian 
assistance and saving human 
life." 

Diplomatic and military 
tensions were eased by sig- 
nals from the Bosnian Serbs 
that they are ready to talk 
again about a peace plan 
drawn up by foe major pow- 
ers, which they rejected in 
August. 

'Hie plan would divide Bos- 
nia roughly in two between 
foe Serbs and a confederation 
of Muslims and Croats. 

No date was set for talks 
but the Serbs asked for early 
consultations with U.S. en- 
voy Charles Redman, who 
will have to secure the agree- 
ment of the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government to any 
change in the plan, which it 
has already accepted. 

There was indirect evi- 
dence of the Bosnian Serbs’ 
.apparent willingness to 
negptiatey/herJ; rump^.ugps-: 
iavia restored their telephone, 
communications Friday. 

These were cut in August 
when Serbian President Slo- 


bodan Milosevic imposed a 
military and economic block- 
ade on them as punishment 
for turning down the peace 
plan. 

Envoys of foe five-nation 
“contact group" have shut- 
tled between foe warring 
rides to promote renewed 
talks since foe Bihac fighting 
brought Serb-U.N. relations 
to their lowest ebb of foe 
32-month war. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) seized about 500 U.N. 
peacekeepers as hostages 
against NATO air strikes, 
activated missile bases which 
threatened NATO warplanes 
and tightened foe noose an 
aid deliveries. 

Mr. Merveldt said the last 
187 hostages were released 
Saturday but other U.N. 
sources said four were still 
detuned in Banja Luka in 
northern Bosnia. 

The food convoy, to 
Sarajevo brought 180 tonnes 
of grain which assured im- 
mediate bread supplies but 
the real test of Serb good 
intentions lay in foe lifting of 
foe fuel blockade, described 
by Mr. Merveldt as “particu- 
larly worrisome. ’’ 

Ukrainian U.N. 
peacekeepers in Sarajevo had 
no petrol for their armoured 
vehicles and French troops 
were unable to cany out anti- 
sniper patrols. 

Peacekeepers in the east- 
ern Muslim enclaves of 
Gorazde and Srebrenica 
could not use their vehicles 
and patrolled on foot despite 
the constant threat from 
marksmen. 

U.N. spokeswoman 
Miriam Suchaki said UN- 
PROFOR would stop escort- 
ing aid convoys Monday and 
be unable to send repair 
crews to Sarajevo utilities 
without new supplies of fuel. 

UNPROFOR commander. 
General Sir Michael Rose, 
set out to try to reach the 
Bihac enclave and waited for 
Serb permission to enter it as 
fighting continued between 
Muslims and Serbs. 

The U.N. blamed Serbs for 
mortar attacks which killed a 
woman and wounded seven 


spokesman Matthew Risley 
said. 

Until it receded Friday, the 
prospect of an UNPROFOR 
withdrawal threatened to 
draw NATO and U.S. forces 
inro the conflict to protect the 
lightly-armed U.N. troops 
from attack while they pull«l 
out. 

A Western diplomat in 
Sarajevo said that although 
the Serbs brought about the 
confrontation by their harass- 
ment of the U.N., it was in 
their interests that the 
peacekeepers remain as in- 
surance against NATO air 
attacks. 

“The Serbs should be on 
their knees with flowers beg- 
ging the U.N. to stay,” he 
added. 

Meanwhile one of P r, -i- 
dent Bill Clinton's harshest 
critics Friday gave the U.S. 


of Representatives Speaker 
designate Newt Gingrich o 
Georgia, an outspoken oppo. 
nent of the Clinton adminisr 
(ration on a range of issues- 

“After all, our British am 
French allies have been tax 
ing risks for three years. Be 1 
cause of the U.N.’s incredibl;. 
mismanaged strategy. I thini 
that we have to have a pretr 
high commitment to helping 
our allies get out of then! 
with a minimum loss of life,’' 
he added. ! 

On Thursday, the Unitec 
States announced it wouic 
provide up to half the troop, 
needed to cover any remova' 
of U.N. peacekeepers ffon 
Bosnia. 

“I think it’s a very ven 
-^lificult situation and I do no' 
in any way blame the Clintor 
administration. -I think thi: 
has been grotesquely mis 
managed- by the United Na 
dons,” added Mr. Gingrich 
giving Mr. Clinton the mos 
outspoken support so fa 
from any member of Con 
gress. 


-town, a U.N. protected 
area." 

view this attack as a' 
clear intimidation aimed at 
the civilian population,” 


iihac v; -leader strong support for his 
-safe - offer to send troops to cover 
any U.N. withdrawal from 
Bosnia. 

T am very supportive of 
that," said Republican House 


Rebels 
accuse 
Angola of 
violating 
ceasefire 

SAO TOME (R) — The 
Angolan rebel movement 
UNTTA said Saturday gov- 
ernment forces had attacked 
its positions near foe north- 
ern town of Malange, break- 
ing an already shaky ceasefire 
agreement. 

UNTTA Radio, monitored 
in foe island state of Sao 
Tome and prindpe, said gov- 
ernment troops had since 
Wednesday attacked the vil- 
lages of Conda and Longa, 
some 15 kilometres east of 
Malange. It gave no details of 
casualties. 

A UNTTA statement re- 
leased in Lisbon late Friday 
said government forces had 
captured the town of Lombe, 
20 kilometres west of 
Malange, on Dec. 3 and were 
patrolUng north and south of 
Lombe. 

A U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme plane was hit by gun- 
fire as it prepared to land 
with food supplies for 
Malange Wednesday. 

An aid source said Thurs- 
day the aircraft was hit by “a 
significant number of bullets” 
as it came in to land at 
Malange. The plane touched 
down safely ax the town and 
no one was hurt. 

Relief flights to foe town 
have been suspended until 
guarantees had been received 
lor the safety of aircraft. 

Despite foe Nov. 22 cease- 
fire in foe 19-year civil war, 
road access to Malange is still 
difficult because of mine- 
fields, foe rainy season and 
the threat of attack. 

The UNITA statement 
said government forces were 
preparing to advance on Neg- 
age, which has an airfield, 
near foe northern town of 
Uige. 

“These ceasefire violations 
have increased and led to 
constant provocations of our 
forces by MPLA troops, with 
foe clear intention of advanc- 
ing on Negage at any mo- 
ment,” it said. 

No independent confirma- 
tion of UNITA’s accusations 
was available. 


Clinton attacks Republican welfare plan 


MIAMI (R) — President Bill 
Ginton Saturday called for 
welfare reform next year, but 
said a Republican plan sug- 
gesting that the children of 
some recipients might be put 
in orphanages was “dead 
wrong.” 

Mr. Ginton, in Miami for 
the Summit of rhe Americas 
meeting of 34 hemispheric 
leaders, used bis weekly 
radio address to the nation to 
focus on the need for welfare 
reform — a principle en- 
dorsed by both Democrats 
and Republicans. 

“We have to change wel- 
fare so that it drives people 
toward the freedom of work, 
not the confines of depend- 
ence,” Mr. Clinton said. 
“Work is still foe best social 
programme ever invented.” 

He said that “we won't 
have ended welfare as. we 
know it until its central fbcus 
is to move people off welfare 
and into a job so that they 
can support themselves and 
their families." 

Mr. Ginton condemned a 
Republican proposal, con- 
tained in foe "contract with 
America" offered by Newt 
Gingrich, the next speaker of 
the House of Representa- 
tives, the leader of foe major- 
ity party in foe 435-member 


body. 

The plan would ban states 
from paying welfare benefits 
to children whose paternity is 
not established and to those 
born out of wedlock to 
women under IS. 

One possible use of the 
money saved would be for 
states to establish orphan- 
ages, according to the Re- 
publican plan. 

“There’s some people out 
there who argue that we 
should let some sort of big, 
new institution take parents' 
place, that we should even 
take children away from pa- 
rents, and put foe children in 
orphanages,” Mr. Ginton 
said. 

“Well those people are 
dead wrong,” he said. “We 
need less governmental in- 
terference in family life, not 
more.” 

Mr. Ginton called Thurs- 
day for a national conference^ 
on welfare reform in January 
with the goal of getting a 
bipartisan proposal before 
Congress early next year. 

“There are a lot of ideas 
out there for reforming wel- 
fare — some are really good, 
and some are just political 
attention getters,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said, adding that “every- 
body agrees that the system is 
badly broken and needs to be 


fixed.” 

Mr. Clinton, who had cam 
paigned for presiden 
vowing to “change welfan 
as we know it.” earlier thi 
year presented Congress witB 
a proposal that* would cos 
some $9 billion over fiv< 
years. It never reached eithe 
chamber of Congress for ; 
vote. 

His proposal would havi 
moved about 500,000 peopl< 
off welfare rolls and into job: 
by the year 2004 — but that': 
a small part of the 4.5 miilior 
Americans on welfare. 

“There’s no greater gap 
between mainstream Amer- 
ican values and modern gov- 
ernment than we find in the 
welfare system." Mr. Ginton 
said. 

While saying the systenr 
was created “for all foe righi 
reasons,” Mr. Clinton said if 
“undermines the very values 
— work, family and responsi- 
bility — that people need to 
put themselves back on 
track.” 

He noted that one of the 
purposes of foe summit was 
to encourage and develop 
trade within the hemisphere 
“so that we can create high- 
wage jobs and new opportu- 
nities for our people here at 
home.” 


Mafia hearing for ‘Mr Italy’ postponed 


ROME (R) — A court hear- 
ing to decide whether Italy's 
former Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti should be tried on 
mafia charges was put off 
again Saturday to give de- 
fence lawyers more time to 
read through a mountain of 
documents. 

Agostino Gristina, the 
judge who will hear a case 
that could lead to the most 
sensational trial in post-war 
Italy, said foe preliminary 
hearing, which had been 
scheduled to begin on Dec. 
14, had been postponed until 
January 27. 

He confirmed the six-week 
delay as Mr. Andreotti, 
known as “Mr. Italy" for his 
seven terms as premier, came 
face to face with mafia boss 
Salvatore “Toto” Riina in a 
southern courtroom. 

“The hearing has been put 
back at foe request of lawyers 
for the defenoe,” Judge Gris- 
tina said by telephone from 
the Sicilian capital Palermo. 


It was the second time that 
Mr. Andreotti ’s lawyers had 
won a delay. Tie hearing 
originally was to have opened 
on Oct. 19. 

Prosecuting magistrates 
have based their case against 
the former Christian Demo- 
crat on testimony from mob 
turncoats. 

They alleged that foe mas- 
ter political wheeler-dealer 
protected organised crime in 
foe corridors of power as a 
full-fledged member of foe 
mafia. 

Mr. Andreotti, a devout 
Roman Catholic, has called 
the allegations blasphemy, 
arguing that he is the victim 
of a mafia plot to punish him 
for crackdowns by govern- 
ments he led. 

His lawyers say they are 
still digesting 56,000 pages of 
prosecution evidence and a 
further 6,000 pages of trans- 
cribed telephone intercepts 
submined by magistrates last 
month. 

“Having to read through 


60,000 pages is terrifying.” 
said Odoardo Ascari, one of 
the two defence lawyers. 
“I'm reading day and night." 
he told Reuters. 

Mr. Andreotti, a life sena- 
tor, was summoned Saturday 
to testify at foe trial in Reggio 
Calabria, on the toe of Italy, 
of Mr. Riina and 13 other 
alleged mafiosi- over the mur- 
der in 1991 of a local magis- 
trate. ( 

He exercised a right to 
remain silent pending clar- 
ification of his own position 
at next month's Palermo 
hearing. 

“The only news in this visit 
of mine is that I was able to 
see Riina for foe first time, 
even if from a distance. I’ve 
only seen him on television 
before," Mr. Andreotti told 
reporters. 

Prosecutors in the Palermo 
case alleged Mr. Andreotti 
had close ties to Mr. Riina, 
who has been held in virtual 
isolation following his arrest 
in 1993 after 23 years at large. 
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Deeds speak louder 

i hh: BOSNIAN conflict is poised to occupy 
centre stage when the summit of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) convenes in Casab- 
lanca next week. The bankruptcy of the United 
Nations’ policy in dealing with the three-year-old 
armed conflict has become clearer by the day. 
There appears to be no prospect whatsoever for 
diplomacy to succeed in the face of the Serb 
determination to redraw the map of Bosnia by 
force. Even NATO appears to be ready to 
relinquish its role there after Moscow succeeded 
to checkmate its long-standing efforts to defuse 
the situation militarily. Against this backdrop, 
the Is lami c states seem ready now to exercise a 
more effective role in the conflict. Of coarse it 
re mains unclear what the OIC plans to do to 
redeem its past stance which was characterised 
by inaction and rhetorical posture. Bosnian 
President Alya Izetbegovic may have set the tone 
]for the forthcoming OIC summit by demanding a 
i more determined effort by the Muslim states to 
Jcome to the rescue of his country and people. The 
. question is what would the Islamic countries do 
[more in the future than what they have already 
done, except having more of them willing to 
] contribute troops to the U.N. Protection Forces 
■ (TJNPROFOR). Now that several Western coun- 
1 tries made known their decision to withdraw 
their troops from the international service with 
jUNPROFOR, this peacekeeping avenue is of 
.course available to the OIC countries, but it is 
> doubtful that it can charge much of the military 
(situation in the conflict-stricken country. It is 
.also doubtful that the fighting Serbs would 
‘welcome more troops from the Islamic countries, 
|even under the pretext of peace-keeping mis- 
psions. Even financial contributions from the OIC 
cmember states would not be able to offer the 
Bosnian Muslims effective relief in the face of the 
Janus embargo still being enforced on all the 
^countries of former Yugoslavia. 
t Pakistani Foreign Minister Sardar Asef 
t Ahmad Ali has hinted recently that the OIC has a 
apian to assist the Bosnians in their ordeal. 
Although Mr. Ali described this plan as an action 

S , in reality it turned out to be nothing more 
a planned meeting between the OIC contact 
p and an international contact group com- 
prising the U.S., Russia, France, Britain and 
cGermany. If this is the soil of action plan that the 
sOlC has in mind, then we are afraid we are back 
where we have started three years ago. 
c It is better to be candid with the Bosnians than 
cbO keep on making them believe that real help is 
rc>n its way. Then the Bosnians would have to 
nake their own calculations and draw the 
^accessary conclusions instead of waiting for 
ppffective assistance that remains elusive. 

It The OIC is therefore invited to offer the 
Bosnians a more coherent policy that they ran 
e ‘raderstand and cope with. By pretending that 
s .he Islamic states agonise over the fate of the 
ex Bosnian Muslims and offering nothing more than 
rivords, they would be in effect not only deceiving 
ta be Bosnians but undermining the OIC’s credi- 
S limy. . 

Arabic press commentaries 

•ejY EXPRESSING his surprise that the Arab inhabitants 
Kif Palestinian land exceed the two million mark, the Israeli 
Premier, Yitzhak Rabin, is paving the way for his govern- 
ment to announce that it would not tolerate the repatria- 
tion of the displaced Palestinians, said Mahmoud Rimawi, 
writer in A1 Ra’i daily Saturday. It is rather strange to 
"ear the premier make such a statement at a time when his 
:>reign minister and President Arafat were having discus- 
ions over calling for a meeting involving the Israelis, the 
alestinians, the Jordanians and the Egyptians to deter- 
mine the future of the refugees and the displaced because 
f Israel's occupation of their own homeland, said the 
Titer. The least that can be said about, Mr. Rabin’s 
latement is that it runs contrary to the spirit of peace and 
^fleets the racist nature of Zionism, added the writer. The 
Titer said that the Palestinian land is now inhabited by 
lore than five million Jews brought in from other countries 
j help Israel perpetuate its occupation of Arab lands and 
lat one quarter of a million Jews live in the occupied West 
:ank and Gaza Strip. By hinting that Israel can accept no 
ipatriation of Arabs to their lawful territories, said the 
Titer, Mr. Rabin is putting one more obstacle in the path 
f establishing a durable peace in the region. 

IOHAMMAD KAWASH, a writer in Al Dnstonr bitterly 
iticised the Islamist extremist groups who have been 
tiling writers and journalists in Algeria and who have 
:centiy slaughtered innocent school-girls as barbaric and 
amaging the image of Islam. What is happening in Algeria 
a major distortion of Islam through continued acts of 
olence and repeated attacks on the lives of innocent 
*ople said the writer. While the Islamists in the east 
jndroi their ©position to existing regimes and govern- 
ed through dialogue and positive and constructive 
iticisra, those in Algeria have been resorting [to .violence 
id bloodshedding to achieve their goals, added the wnter. 
he Algerian Islamists' actions are not only cause of disgust 
"I h * or tbev actually help strengthen those elements 

"o* who m ^tastigMing the world 

the Muslim nations, concluded the writer. 
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North, south Mediterranean partner ship gains momen 


IN THEIR session in Lisbon, held in June 1992. the 
European Union showed a keen interest in_ the areas 
beyond their imm ediate region, especially their southern 
and eastern flanks, in Maghreb and Mashrek. lt seems, 
they bad realised that their own security and stability would 
not be assured as long as these neighbouring areas 
remain ed poor, divided and backward, and consequently a 
source of trouble. 

Although economic considerations are and were always 
of utmost importance to the European Union, the Euro-' 
peans found strong interests in the south and east 
Mediterranean regions in terms of security and social 
stability. After all, this area is a source of legal and illegal 
migration, as milli ons of North Africans and Turks live 
permanently in France and Germany respectively. The 
area is perceived as home for fund am entalism, 
fana ti cism and terrorism, all of which are the natural results 
of poverty and despair. 

In the European Union recent meeting in Corfu, in June 
1994, the concept of partnership started to gather momen- 
tum. The commission was asked to formulate guidelines for 
a new union's Mediterranean policy for peace, stability, 
security and the socio-economic development of the 
region. A Euro-Mediterranean conference in 1995 is now 


under consideration. The purpose is to es t a b lish a part- 
nership between the northern and southern shores of the 
Mediternmean, along with specific programmes and 
budgets, taVtng fnm account the interdependence between 
Europe and the Mediterranean area in env ir o nm ent, 
energy, migration, trade and investment. 

The E u r op e an s give priority to Morocco, Tunis and 
Malta in the Maghreb area and Turkey, Israel and Cyprus 
in the Mashrek. His Royal Highness Crown Prance 
Hassan’s initiative succeeded in making the European 
Union expand the partnership project to cover the remain- 
ing countries in North Africa and Arab Mashrek, including 
Jordan. 

The partnership under consideration does not mean 
joining the European Union. There shall remain two 
distinct groups. The Europeans may deal with each country 
separately, but in accordance with a uniform agreement. 
The major step is to have a free trade area with full 
exemption of custom tax and other restrictions. The 
European Union will provide grants and other forms of aid 
to the tune of European Currency Units (ECUs) S.5 billion 
over five years. It win conduct dialogues over political 
issues, policies, democracy, good governance and human 


In order for us to enter into a free trade arrangfta$at- 
with Europe, a lot of adjustment . modenusation, fpejenc^, 
and competitiveness are needed. Mashrek ane w^- 
countries will be given an interim penod to adjust -ssuL 
reduce customs protection progressively, over 10 to 15 
years. Besides, there will be cash, injected as compensa- 
tion, which will go to governments and not to the casuaftfei 
and vic tims among weak industries. Dialogue is s P™®- 
ex pre ss ion for teaching us to apply dc«nw «cy. r espect 
human rights* put an end to corruption and 
Brent of resources and pushing governments m adfe 
direction. 

The north and south Mediterranean partnership cosdd be 
> more viable alternative to the so-called Midcfie East 
market, which is believed to be an American idea, but with 
no one formally calling for its implementation or providing 
a meaningful guidance or mechanism to go about and 
underwrite the inevitable costs of adjustment involved. 

' The Europeans, our colonists in the first half of this 
century, are able to change their image in the eyes of the 
Arabs, contrary to the Americans who failed to project 
as acceptable partners or friends of the Arabs. 
America behaves like a country whose sole supremacy is a 
pit it does not know what to make out of. 


By Shlomo Ben-Ami 

AS WITH most peace 
accords in modern times, the 
debate over the Oslo agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Pales tinians tends to oscillate 

between idealism and real- 
ism, righteousness and poli- 
tical narvefo. “Oslo," which 
is being discussed by the 
Israeli cabinet this week, was 
never intended to be a peace 
treaty; it offered only an 
agreed framework for a solu- 
tion of a century-old, intri- 
cate conflict. It is from this 
perspective that its record so 
far should be assessed. 

I have always believed that 
the legitimate national rights 
of the Palestinians called for 
a permanent solution, instead 
or the complex chain of inter- 
dependent interim stages 
agreed upon in Oslo. And 
anyway, the difficult struc- 
ture of the Oslo accords ere- 
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with the Palestinians is 
accepted as the way to ce- 
ment the peace process. 
Those among us who advo- 
cate a political separation be- 
tween Israel and the Palesti- 
nians should support a policy 
of 'Vise investments in the 
territories as the best wav to 
free the Palestinians of their 
economic dependency on 
Israel, and to disenta ngfc 
them from what is now a tray 
colonial situation: their 
absorption as unequal pert- 
nets m the soefo^rconomk 
tissue of Israeli life. 

Neither Palestinians nor 


IfilSS 


Israelis can expect a peace 
without pain. We can, 
however, do more to help 
make this process more vi- 
able. To begin with, we 
should all abide by our ann- 


ates too many uncertainties; 
clearly, the complexity is 
being conceived by the ene- 
mies of the agreement — 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad and 
others — as a standing invita- 
tion for its destruction. 

But the Palestinians do not 
hold the monopoly on frus- 
tration. The logic and con- 
sequences of the Oslo 
framework are being chal- 
lenged by many Israelis, who 
feel deceived by the failure of 
the agreement to provide 
them with greater personal 
security Jthe number of vic- 
tims of Palestinian terr o ri s m 
since Oslo has now reached 
100). Some would conclude from 
tins state of affairs that salva- 
tion lies in speeding up the 
negotiations and proceeding 
to a permanent settlement 
without delay. 

But others are existentially 
worried by still unanswered 
questions: is the suicidal 
brand of terrorism of the 
extremist Palestinian orga- 
nisations just their way of 
promoting the cause of an 
independent state in Gaza 
and the West Bank? Or does 
it represent a more fun- 
damental, and indeed fon- 
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damentalist, rejection of any 
peaceful deal with Israel? Is 
Yasser Arafat's reluctance to 
confront his opponents a tac- 
tical move or an indication 
that he does not disavow 
their strategic objectives; in- 
deed, perhaps even shares 
them? 

For decades, the interna- 
tional community and most 
Palestinian organisations 
have been exerting pressure 
on Israel to reach a deal with 
Mr. Arafat’s PLO. Now that 
such a deal, imperfect as it 
may be, has been reached, its 
viability is being challenged 
by those who refuse to aban- 
don guns and dynamite; and 
its legitimacy is being ques- 
tioned by some champions of 
the Palestinian cause in the 
West. This cannot serve as a 
stimulus to Israel’s politically 
divided society to s up p o rt 


further agreements with the 


Faced with destitution and 
hopelessness in Gaza, and a 
Palestinian outcry for rapid 
political and economic im- 
provement, it is hard to dis- 
agree with the case for an 


immediate move to a perma- 
nent solution, to help os 
overcome the im passe of de- 
speration and terr orism . The 
concept of interim agree- 
ments has run its course; it 
must be superseded. 

But political realities may 
not allow tins. Is the Rabin 
government, a desperately 
narrow coalition constantly 
losing popular support to the 
intransigent right, in a posi- 
tion at present to tackle such 
highly divisive issues as Jeru- 
salem, the future of the set- 
tlements, the final borders, 
the ISMS refugees and the 


permanent political status of 
the Palestinian lands? Jo 
address- these issues now may 
be a recipe for bringing down 
the Rabin gover nm e n t, pre- 
cipitating the coming to pow- 
er of the right and possibly 
stopping dead the entire 
peace process. And that 
might be precisely the 
strategy of the rejectiomst 
Palestinian front. 

Throughout history, 
national movements have 
had to sacrifice unity, even at 
the price of civil strife, in 
order to reach the objective 
of independence and state- 
hood. ZJonsim was no excep- 
tion, and Mr. Arafat may 
have to face the same tragic 
dilemma sooner or later — if 
only to stave off a challenge 
id his own rule. 

Israel, too, will have to 
abandon the fallacy that 


peace can be achieved 
through a wide national con- 
sensus. In this country, only 
wars, with tite notable excep- 
tion of the 1982 Lebanese 
adventure, unite; peace, pa- 
radoxically, is a divisive en- 
deavour, for it requires so 
many painful com pr om i ses 
that co n se n sus is simply un- 
attainable. The test of lead- 
ership, then, is its capacity to 
opt nr tire daring decision, 
even at the price of political 
perdition. 

Another fallacy is the neo- 
colonialist approach that 
seeks salvation for the 
Palestinians only through 
economic development and 
foreign investments. Impor- 
tant as they are, these can 
never be a substitute for poli- 
tical rights and national 
dreams.lt is now fair to say 
that economic cooperation 


moments. These impose on 
Mr. Arafat the obligation, so 
far unfulfilled, to abrogate 
the clauses in the Palestinian 
national covenant that call 
for Israel's destruction, and 
“to discipline" terrorists from 
within his ranks. Confidence- 
building cannot be unilater al- 
If Israelis are to be convinced 
of their enemy's just de- 
mands, they must be assured 
that their own are not being 
Ignored. 

In Oslo, for the first time in 
the history of their cruel con- 
flict, Israels;, and Palestinians 
started to share a common 
etB0& of pdace. Mr.. Arafat, 
the embodhnent of our past 
nightmares, the principal ob- 
ject of our abhorrence 
throughout the yeais, walks 
in our midst, and the earth 
does not shake. Not only are 
we tired of the bloody con- 
flict, but also of the war of 
images that accompanied and 
fuelled it. As for the Palesti- 
nians, Mr. Rabin, the quin- 
tessential representative of 
Israel’s military establish- 
ment, is now their most reli- 
able partner for peace. 

The writer is head of the 
Morris E Curie! Centre for 
International Studies at 7W 
Ai 7 v University. This article 
is reprinted from The Inde- 
pendent. 


Islam — the ‘new enemy’ 


By Haim Baram 


The Oslo agreement has failed to 
bring the peoples of the Middle 
East any closer, despite the pom- 
pous ceremonies and drastically 
premature allocation of Nobel 
Peace Prizes to the manifestly 


undeserving protagonists, 
Messrs. Rabin, Peres, and Ara- 
fat. The old hatred has not sub- 
sided, but Mr. Arafat and his 
friends have become a tolerated 
necessity in IsraeL Israeli leaders 
and journalists pour a 
tremendous amount of scorn on 
Mr. Arafat, and at best grant him 
the reputation of a survivor, but 
even this dubious compliment is 
uttered reluctantly. 

The feared and respected 
enemy now is Islam; the demon- 
isation of Muslims is part of the 
same propagandist strategy re- 
served until recently for Palesti- 
nian nationalism. The Likud 
leader, Bibi Netanyahu, is cur- 
rently touring the globe and 
spreading the new gospel. 
According to Mr. Netanyahu, 
Mr. Arafat bas become com- 
pletely unimportant, since be 
cannot possibly stem the tide of 
Islamic radicalism generated by 


Iran. It is an almost risible tactic, 
since the Likud leader himself 
described Mr. Arafat, until re- 
cently, as the principal threat not 
only to Israel, but also to the 

entire Western world. 

■ 

Mr. Netanyahu has found a 
new line of reasoning for his 
ancient rejectiomst stance. Mr. 
Arafat does not matter, the 
Islamists are going to take over 
from him and rule the Palestinian 
people, and therefore any ter- 
ritorial concessions are absolute- 
ly pointless. Iran, ironically, is 
portrayed as the great Satan, 
capable of threatening the West 
with midear bombs. Lebanon 
and even Syria will undergo an 
Islamic revolution pretty soon, 
their uneasy flirtation with the 
Americans will end and Israel 
wifl regain its status as a main 
strategic asset of the West. 
Therefore the pressure on Israel 


to make territorial concessions 
will also cease. The number of 
Israelis who are ready to inhale 
this nonsense is unbelievable. 

A U.S. TV fQm depicting the 
“Islamic threat" inside ihe U.S. 
was screened in Israel Nov. 22, 
provoking tremendous public 
outcry and even pseudo- 
intellectual debate. The ground 
is ready and fertile, the anti- 
peace demonstrations in Gaza 
leave their mark, the terrorists 
are feared and bated. And all of 
them are now from the Islamist 
groups. 

Will Mr. Netanyahu succeed in 
turning his dubious ploy into a 
potent weapon in the 1996 gener- 
al ejections? This is indeed a 
possibility. The old game of 
scare-mongering is returning to 
the Israeli political arena; only 
the enemy has put on a new 
attire. The Hamas fighters are 
motivated by Iran, Israeli “con- 
cessions" lead nowhere, and the 
best policy is to cling to “Erect 
YisraeT. This is new politics 
geared to the same old goals, and 
the omens are bad. 

If this policy of scare- 
mongering was confined only to 
Likud circles, it could be dismis- 
sed as an act of premature elec- 
tioneering by Netanyahu. Unfor- 
tunately, Mr. Rabin himself has 
adopted a similar line of reason- 
ing, especially in his frequent 
visits to Washington. The “Isla- 
mic peril” is one of Mr. Rabin's 
most tiresome themes, and the 
aim of his campaign is obvious. 
An ardent cola war anti- 
communist all his adult life, he 
hopes to convince the Americans 
that Iran is posing the same 
threat as Moscow in the good old 
days. 

Even Professor Avishai Mar- 
galit, a prominent supporter of 
the government, accused Mr. 
Rabin in Maariv on Nov. 28 of 
playing with fire. Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Netanyahu were a “pair of 
pyromaniacs,” he said. 

Middle East International. 


LE TTERS 
Hope for life 


To the Editor; 


“What do you have to do with it?" asked the consul's 
assistant, confused. 

“I work for Al-Amal Cancer Centre,” I said, “and we’ve 
adopted Tahani’s case. We are the ones who found her a 
hospital to give her the bone marrow transplant.” 

“Yes, but what are you getting out of it?” he asked, still 
not sure why I was there pleading on behalf of a IO-year-old 
girl for a visa to the United States, so she could go get a 
bone marrow transplant. 

“Nothing, we’re not in this for anything, except helping 
this cancer patient find a hospital that will do the operation 
for her, at their own expense," I explained. 

He finally began to get the picture. 

Like many people in Jordan, this man had no concept of 
the various roles Al Amal Cancer Centre is being bunt to 
take on. He had no notion that even though the centre itself is 
not jret operational, its work has already begun and its fight 
against cancer commenced. 

When Tahani Huniti and her father came to Al Amal 
Cancer Centre about three months ago, and Dr. Abdulla 
Al Khatib asked me to start writing to cancer centres and 
oncology specialists we had contacts with to try and find her 
a sponsor. I must confess I was a tittle sceptical of ever 
finding a centre that would be willing to receive a foreign 
patient with acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL) and 
perform a S100,000 operation for her, for free! 

It was a pity. I thought to myself, especially since she 
already had a perfectly matching donor, her mother. If 
Al Amal Cancer Centre had been finished, Tahani could 
have had the operation here, and it would have been 
funded by the centre’s poor patient fund. 

Bnt the fact that the centre is still in the finishing and 
equipping stages it by no way means that Al Amal Cancer 
Centre is not ready to start doing its job, because its job is 
not only to recieve patients in its in-patient and out-patient 

clinics. No. Its role is to fight cancer in any way it can - 

through prevention, early detection and diagnosis, treat- 
ment (surgery, chemotherapy, and therapeunc radiology), 
rehabilitation, and public education and awareness cam- 
paigns. And what it cannot do itself, Al Amal Cancer 
Centre ts not above requesting from outside sources, for 
the good of the patients who seek its refuge. 

I lost count of how many centres we wrote to, in the 
United States, in the United Kingdom, in Canada, fa 
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Majali: No return to past 
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the hard way that providing 
the basic elements, for any 
form of unity U not enough, 
but rather the people of con^ 
cemed parties should have 

the final say. 

I am aware of some views 
which claim that Jordan’s re- 
fusal to deal with the issue of 
confederation is caused by its 
refusal to accept an indepen- 
dent Palestinian entity. Of 
course such claims are false. 
Jordan has always demanded 
and stressed the necessity to 
enable Palestinians to decide 
their own future. 

The concept of confedera- 
tion is not new. I personally 
remember that in the 70s I 
prepared a paper on the “Un- 
ited Arab Kingdom”, which 
was very similar to the con- 
cept of confederation. Back 
then, the idea was not 
accepted by the Palestinian 
side as they believed that it 
would affect their aspiration 
to establish a future Palesti- 
nian state. 

This leads me to discuss die 
elements needed by both 
sides to prepare (for positive 
future ties). First of all we 
need cooperation which 
would prepare us to face the 
requirements of peace, and 
which would guarantee 
accomplishing our common 
interest, in regard to both the 
regional and international 
challenges. 

We have to note that Jor- 
dan and the Palestinian au- 
thority have been proceeding 
with die peace process at the 
same time. The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation signed 
the declaration of principles 
on 13 September 1993, while 
we have signed the common 
agenda on 14 September 
1993. Jordan has signed the 
peace treaty after five months 
of the May 4 Cairo agree- 
ment. Due to the Cairo 
agreement and the 
Jordani an-Israeli treaty, a lot 
of work with Israel remains 
to be done. While the Palesti- 
nian authority is negotiating 
with Israel to fulfill its rights, 
to practice its sovereignty in 
order to complete the struc- 
ture of its authority. Jordan is 
negotiating with Israel to res- 
tore its rights and to organise 
bilateral relations on an equal 
basis like any two states en- 
joying full sovereignty. 

‘ This highlights the import- 
ance of agreement between 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
authority on many current 
issues that cannot be post- 
poned. Other issues that re- 
main to be dealt with also 
concern Israel and Egypt, as 
well as other Arab states. 

Jordan must reach an 
agreement with the Palesti- 
nian authority on the issue of 
displaced persons. Jordan has 
accepted to postpone the 
matter until the final negotia- 
tions have begun. Neverthe- 
less. this issue has a sizeable 
impacr on demographics in 
both Jordan and Israel, and 
extends to Egypt as well. The 
three Arab parties should be 
able to come to a common 
agreement before the meet- 
ings of the quadripartite com- 
mittee with Israel. As for the 
(1948) refugees, it is the most 
crucial issue which both 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
parties should begin tackling 
right away. Negotiations on 
this issue will relate directly 
to Israel, and may be related 
to the rest of the internation- 
al community within the 
peace process. There are 
other sides concerned with 
the issue of refugees within 
the transitional stage that 
should be tackled. For exam- 
ple in the issue of UNRWA 
moving to Gaza, we have to 
make sure that an itntitution 
like that maintains its work 
towards the rights of the re- 
fugees. 

As to economic coordina- 
tion between Jordan and the 
PNA, which is very impor- 
tant, we know that the 
Palestinians have reached 
accords with the Israelis in 
Paris on 29 April 1994 and 
n pa i n under the Cairo agr? e " 
ment of 4 May 1994. The 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty, on the other hand, in- 
cluded paragraphs whose aim 
is to reach bilateral agree- 
ments. The Palestinian 
National Authority and the 
Jordanian government will 
both find themselves entering 
economic arrangements with 
Israel while they have not yet 
reached agreement between 

themselves. Why? 

There have been several 
attempts to establish an eco- 
nomic relationship on strong 
bases. We have aiso worked 
to maintain this tie witiun tne 
outline of the Jordanian- 
Israeli negotiations in order 
to support an independent 
Palestinian economy, *fP®' 
rate from Israel’s, and to 
force a partnership with Jor- 
dan which would be benefi- 
cial to both sides. To Jordan 
the improvement in and inde- 
pendence of the Palestinian 
economy will be beneficial to 
the Jordanian economy ltseu- 
I do not want to go rhrougn 


tiie reasons that have hin- 
dered us from completing our 
economic talks, even though 
we are on track in the fields 
of banks and monetary sys- 
tems. But there remains an 
urgent peed to define our 
economic relationship as a 
whole. 

There are the regional 
dimensions that we should 
address together, especially 
m the economic field. There 
are two important elements 
in this regard. The first is that 
any new regional order has to 
take into account Jordan and 
the Palestinian territories. 
The second is tha t any rela- 
tionship between Israel and 
Jordan cannot be forged 
without considering the linir 
in between which is the West 
Bank. 

Both the Jordanian gov- 
ernment and the Palestinian 
authority should agree and 
oiganise their relations re- 
garding the sectoral fields 
which will be transferred 
from Israel to the Palestinian 
National Authority. Such 
sectoral fields include educa- 
tion, health, legislation, 
property, taxes, and many 
others in which Jordan has 
also shown great flexibility 
towards our brothers, espe- 
cially during the occupation. 

We are all aware that Israel 
gives the issue of security a 
great importance. We may 
find that because of its secur- 
ity priorities, Israel finds it 
necessary not to give the 
Palestinians their rights. That 
has been clear in the Israeli 
policy towards the Palesti- 
nian labour force working in 
Israel, postponing withdraw- 
al from Palestinian cities, and 
the limitations against the 
Palestinians to move freely in 
their territories. That is why 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
sides are called upon to put m 
place a security scenario 
which would help both par- 
ties to negotiate in an atmos- 
phere of stability. 

Allow me to say that Jor- 
dan can never be an obstacle 
towards establishing a 
Palestinian authority or to 
accomplishing the dreams of 
the Palestinian people. Un- 
fortunately, we occasionally 
hear statements claiming that . 
Jordan, due to its historical 
relations with the Palestinian 
> temtories^segks tp -deal with 
“the Palestinian 'si Marion 'asr it 
was during . 19^1967. --Such 
claims are false. Jordan disin- 
tegrated itself administrative- 
ly from the West Bank and 
there is no reason for such 
Palestinian worry. The only 
way to restore the Palestinian 
rights over their land and to 
determine their own future is 
by ending the Israeli occupa- 
tion in all its forms. 

The basic aim of the nego- 
tiations is to achieve that 
goal. Due to Israeli ambitions 
beyond the peace process, 
and because of the complica- 
tions caused by the occupa- 
tion during the past two de- 
cades, the Palestinian track 
was divided in two stages: 
transitional, and final. In Jor- 
dan we are aware of how 
difficult that separation has 
been and will be since the two 
stages cannot be clearly di- 
vided. But we believe that 
complications could be 
solved, and that the Israelis 
would eventually be con- 
vinced that inflexibility in 
accepting a comprehensive 
and just solution will only 
hinder their peaceful goals. 
Now we obseve a change in 
their attitude. Such a thing 
was bound to happen due to 



only leads to more problems 
between both parties. The 
aim is to reach an agreement 
parallel to the Jordanian- 
Israeli treaty. By clearing the 
Israeli position towards the 
final solution for the Palesti- 
nian track, the region would 
be able to reach thehoped for 
peace with all its national and 
regional aspects. If we 
assume that Israel is to reach 
by 1995 a peaceful solution 
with Syria and Lebanon, the 
success of such peace treaties 
will remain at a low ebb until 
the Palestinian peoj>le has 
accomplished its aspirations 
and aims. 

As for Jerusalem, Jordan’s 
position has always been 
dear in playing its role as a 
guardian of the holy places 
until the Palestinian National 
Authority is able to take 
over. With all due respect, 
this issue is not for the Isla- 
mic Summit to dedde on. On 
the other hand, the Islamic 
Summit could contribute in 
funding Arab housing pro- 
jects m Jerusalem or the 
maintenance of the holy 
shrines, and in making funds 
available to schools and In- 
dustries. Our aim is to main- 
tain the Arab identity of 
Jerusalem. Regarding the 
right of guardianship of the 
holy places, it remains not 
negotiable. Therefore we 
hope that our brothers would 
understand the situation and 
its reasons. 


By Philip Sweeney 

THE 18th annual Cairo Film 
Festival, which started last 
week, has a new prize to 
award this year. Dedicated to 
the Nobel Prize-winning 
novelist, Naguib Mahfouz, 
who was attacked with a 
knife by Muslim fanatics m 
October, it will go to the best 
film “calling for the abandon- 
ment of violence and terror- 
ism and for liberty and equal- 
ity.” 

It's a timely morale boos- 
ter, because the film industry 
of the Arab World is firmly in 
the sights of the fundamental- 
ists. In Egypt, the latest film 
by the country's most emi- 
nent director, Yousef Cha- 
hine, is currently the subject 
of a court action seeking to 
ban it for alleged profanity. 
In Algeria, many film-makers 
have joined the exodus of 
media people to France, Bel- 
gium, Tunisia, even England, 
over the past two years of 
intense violence. 

“TV people were targeted 
because until recently all 
media were state-controlled 
and they were seen as repre- 
sentatives of the govern- 
ment,” a young Algerian TV 
journalist, currently granted 
refugee status in London, 
told me. “A year ago. the 
director general of Algerian 
television was shot dead — 
and three more technicians 
this year. Many people like 
me are living clandestinely in 
Europe.” 

Tunisia's film festival, the 
Joumles Cin£marographi- 
ques de Carthage, precedes 
Carthage by two weeks and is 
a better showcase for Arab 
and African art film than the 
flashier, more international 
Cairo festival. Due to a well- 
entrenched tradition of secu- 
larism, a tough and ubi- 
quitous police force, and 
hundreds of pre-emptive 
arrests, fundamentalism pre- 
sents few public problems in 
Tunis. 

Much interest was gener- 
ated by the Algerian director 
Merzak AUouache's film Bab 
El Oued City, which won 
.second prize at Carthage. It 
‘•desqtoes the ominous rise of 
... ,.&parde4- zealots- of.^the 
l^^rnicSal vation From m=the 
fate T$80s. Worn down by 
incidents such as the anony- 
mous delivery of a shroud 
and cake of mortuary soap to 
his house, the film's central 
character finally moves to 
France, and the director him- 
self has done the same. 

“Film cameras are targeted 
essentially by association 
with TV news cameras,” says 
Allouache. “People have 
come up to me in the street, 
thrown coats over the camera 


Dangerous liaisons’ — why Arab 

directors are being forced abroad 
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Scene from AUouache’s Bab A1 Oued City 


and said: “No filming here.’ 
Other crew have been told: 
‘This is your last warning'.” 
So. as the fundamentalist 
murders move from liberal 
target to liberal target — a 
dentist with her throat cut, a 
pop singer shot in the head — 


tribe out of the desert into 

■ 

agricultural prosperity in 
Pharaonic Egypt. It is loosely 
based on the story of the Old 
Testament prophet Joseph, 
who is also revered in Islam, 
and this fact is at the root of 
Chahine's own brush with 


MSIm 


Allouhchehas opted for safe- “fundamentalism, at present 

non-violent, but still insi- 
dious. A month ago, a pri- 
vately initiated court action 
sought to reverse the film's 
authorisation for public per- 
formance.' The case is cur- 
rently in abeyance while con- 
sideration is given to a de- 
fence move to have the judge 
changed. 

Chahine, an urbane, 
charming and humourous 
man, was much in demand at 
Carthage, and I eventually 


iy- 

The Emigiarir, the latest 
film by Chahine, opened the 
Carthage festival, and im- 
mediately afterwards went on 
public showing in Tunis, 
where it attracted large 
crowds — as it has done in 
Egypt since its release. Star- 
ring the glamorous soap star 
Yusra, and Michel Piccoli in 
a voluminous Father Christ- 
mas beard. The Emigrant 
tells the epic story of a coun- 
try boy's quest to bring his 


ran him to ground in his hotel 
room. 

“When I wrote the first 
script of The Emigrant he 
said, “T wanted to base it on 
the story of Joseph, which is 
. .very inspiring^yery.appixqjrir 
■ ate for the present -time 'in 
c, r Egypt where there -is a lot of 
despair. I consulted profes- 
sionals in religious affairs and 
they said I should not perso- 
nalise a prophet... it's tradi- 
tionally forbidden in Islam. ! 
started thinking about why 
and eventually I realised 
when you read, your im- 
agination creates the charac- 
ter according to your own 
ideas and tastes, but in cine- 
ma the director crystallises 
the character for you. So you 
may get a rejection by an 


audience... I thought, even 
commercially it’s not a very 
good idea to have a character 
the people will not identify 
with. So l was convinced, and 
1 wrote a new script with a 
character named Ram and 
uath-a number of differences 
from Joseph."' 

v *• - 

Having obtained the 
appropriate authorisations 
for his new screenplay, in- 
cluding th3t of the govern- 
ment censor who accompa- 
nies the shoot demanding 
pointless little cuts, Chahine 
made The Emigrant , which 
came out at the end of 
September. Six weeks larer. 
the writ was issued by a 
lawyer “pushed by some in- 
significant little journalist.” 

“I think it's the fact that 


The Emigrant was sucil 
blockbuster that triggered! 
affair,” Chahine told j 
"Put very simply, the i 
damentalists don't like . 
fact that 600.000 people k; 
seen mv film and come 
smiling their philosopk 
sad and grey: they feed 
people being” as desperat; 
possible.” 

m 

Is he apprehensive? “ T .\ 
I’m taking precautions, f 
basically I'm optimistici' 
happen to believe in Ea 
tian justice, and 95 per c 
of Egyptians don’t believi. 
this extremism. Tomorrow 
still there, if you’ll excuse 1 
sounding like Scari 
O’Hara."" 


The Independent. 


Even at stodgy old Rolls-Royce, the times are chan 
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By Dirk Beveridge 

The Associated Press 

CREWE, England — Each 
time Dennis Jones finishes 
handcrafting a radiator for 
the front of a Rolls-Royce, he 
initials it with a dooble-D 
that looks something like a 
Texas cattle brand. 

Once the Rolls-Royce is on 
the road, if the radiator re- 
quires repaizs, it will return 
to Jones and he will fix it. It’s 
his radiator, after all. 

He dismisses a suggestion 
that a machine could do his 
work. 

“It has to be done by hand 
to get its original design, fin- 
ish and shape,” said Mr. 
Jones, who has signed more 
than 5,000 radiators over the 
past quarter century. 

This is the craftsmanship 
that makes Rolls-Royce the 
epitome of luxury for the 
world's super-rich. Who else 
could afford to shell out 
$149,900 for a bottom-of-the- 
line Rolls-Royce silver dawn? 

or $347,200 for a top-of-the- 
line limo usin e? 

But while the 90-year-old 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 
and its handmade cars are as 
quintessential^ British as the 
queen and afternoon tea, its 


manufacturing traditions 
have undergone a radical 
shakeup in recent years. And 
in a second revolution of 
sorts, Rolls-Royce’s parent, 
Vickeis Pic, is seeking a part- 
nership with another, as-yet 
unidentified automaker. 

The global recession, 
which hit Rolls-Royce buyers 
bard, forced the changes. 
The company’s payroll was 
halved. Costs and production 
time fell dramatically with 
help from Japanese-style 
manufacturing practices. 
Some parts that used to be 
made by Rolls-Royce are 
now bought from other com- 
panies. 

But the Rolls-Royce tradi- 
tion is still apparent on every 
inch of its cars. 

Their leather seats are 
made from 10 to 12 hides per 
vehicle. Workers carefully 
match the leather before it is 
dyed. Then meticulously 
study each hide to dedde 
where to cut each piece. 

Trim for the carpeting is 
made from less-fine leather 
from around the cow’s spine. 
But it must come from the 
same animals whose skin is 
used in the seats, to make an 
ideal match. 

Of course, Rolls-Royce car 


owners can have their own 
individual touches. One 
American customer insisted 
on shipping over hides he 
chose himself. A Scottish cus- 
tomer used tartans between 
cowhide panels. 

Wooden interior panels are 
selected with care and cut 
precisely through the grain to 
make mirror images of pat- 
terns. 

Customers can choose 
whatever items of comfort 
and extravagance they desire, 
like a fine-cut glass set for a 
back seat bar, or tiny televi- 
sions that fit into backs of the 
front seat headrests. 

But such detail may not be 
enough. Auto analyst Nick 
Cunningham of the London 
Brokerage Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd believes Rolls-Royce 
needs to modernise its line 
that now is about 12 years 
old. 

“They need to develop a 
new car,” Mr. Cunningham 
said. “They need a new drive 
train. They need a new body 
and chassis, as well. Every 
year that passes, your vehicle 
gets older and it gets harder 
to sell to people." 

That will require hundreds 
of millions of dollars, money 


the company expects from its 
prospective partner. 

In recent interviews, Rolls- 
Royce executives said no de- 
cision had been made about 
who the investor will be, 
playing down speculation by 
analysts in London that 
Mercedes-Benz will get the 
nod. 

Talk of a partner for Rolls- 
Royce has stirred concerns in 
England that the company 
could be taken over. Just as 
the last big British-owned 
mass producer of cars, Rov- 
er, was purchased by BMW 
of Germany earlier this year. 

But Rolls-Royce insists it 
wilt still be RoUs-Royce. 

Whatever form the part- 
nership takes, it will force the 
automaker to adapt to the 
realities of the 1990s for a 
second time. 

In the early part of the 
decade, Rolls-Royce had to 
contend with the worldwide 
economic bust. Although 
Rolls-Royce owners are often 
multimillionaires who tend to 
own more than one home and 
an average of five cars, it 
turned out they weren't 
recession-proof. 

During the boom of the 
mid- and late 1980s, worl- 


dwide sales of Rolls-Royces 
and the company's Bentley 
line of cars soared from 
around 2,200 a year to a peak 
of 3,324 in 1990. But when 
the recession struck, sales 
plunged to 1,706 in 1991 and 
1,375 in 1992, handing the 
company losses estimated in 
the hundreds of millions of 
dollars. 

Rolls-Royce executives 
took a hard look at their 
business. They revamped the 
entire manufacturing system 
by creating Japanese-style 
teams that work closely with 
each other than being 
directed by middle managers. 

“As a traditional manage- 
ment business, we didn't en- 
courage people to use as 
much initiative as we should 
have," said Charles Matth- 
ews, managing director of op- 
erations. “The managers 
managed and the workers 
worked. We’ve eliminated 
much management. A lot of 
the management ideas are 
attributed to the Japanese: 
the other view is it's common 
sense.” 

One worker used to spend 
up to three days making a 
front seat for a Rolls-Royce. 
If be was working on a black 




seat and the workers at 1 
next stage of product, 
needed a tan seat, they v.cj 
have to wait. 

Now, seats are made in d 
day by three workers shar 
the task. Tnis way, they J 
be much more responsive " 
the needs of colleagues v, 
install the seats. 

In all, Rolls-Royce 
4.500 changes. “They mi; 
be small individually, but t 
incremental effect is abj 
hitely huge.” Mr. MatthJi 
said. i 

His remarks echo words, 
founder He my Rolls that : 
posted throughout the ft, 
tory: “Small things ma 
perfection, but perfection 
no small thing." r 

The changes have allow 
Rolls-Royce to cut the tiJ 
of producing one car from 
days to 28 days. At any giv; 
time. 200 cars are in i'. 
production pipeline, doj 
from 600 four years ago. T7J 
enables Rolls-Royce to sa? 
millions because cxpensil 
parts don’t sit around tf 
weeks or months. 

They've also lowered i- 
company's break-even poi 
from 2,800 cars a year 
1,400. 


Hidden hangings in Japan spark bitter row 


By Eugene Moosa 
Reuter 


nd- 

row 


TOKYO — Imagine spe 
ing nine years on death row 
and then having only hours to 
prepare for your hanging. 

That was how two murder- 
ers went to their deaths in 
Japan's fust executions in a 
year. 

The hangings last week set 
off an outcry against capital 
punishment and the secrecy 
with whi«± criminals go to the , 
gallows. 

“Please come and pick up 
the body," said a telegramme 


from Tokyo prison author- 
ities to the stepfather of one 
of the hanged convicts, 44- 
year-old Yukio Ajima. 

The Justice Ministry’s 
long-standing policy is to 
make no public announce- 
ment or comment out of de- 
ference to the privacy of the 
families. 

“It is our standing rule not 
to confirm or deny execu- 
tions,” a ministry spokesman 
said. 

Ajima. convicted of the 
1977 triple murder of his girl- 
friend, sister and aunt, ex- 
hausted his appeals in 1985 „ 

The other convict hanged 


in northern Japan was Kazu- 
mi Sasaki, 66, who stabbed to 
death an innkeeper and pas- 
serby in 1984 while on parole. 
He was sentenced to death in 
1985. 

The twin executions, the 
first since November 1993, 
were a blow to the anti- 
capital punishment lobby, in- 
cluding a 103-member par- 
liamentary group from all 
parties. 

Before four people were 
hanged in November 1993, a 
four-year hiatus had raised 
the hope of human rights 
groups that Japan was effec- 
tively halting the death 


penalty. 

The latest executions came 
just five days after the prime 
minister's office issued the 
results of its survey saying 74 
per cent of Japanese sup- 
ported the death penalty. 

The hangings were also 
carried out against a back- 
drop of rising violent crime in 
Japan, which has led senior 
police to warn that the coun- 
try's society is under threat. 

“These latest executions 
were politically timed,” said 
Makoto Iwai. a spokesman 
for Amnesty Intemationl's 
Japan chapter. “We are also 
very frustrated at the 


secrecy.” 

The Justice Ministry re- 
fuses to discuss why particu- 
lar convicts are selected for 
execution. Nor are outside 
witnesses allowed to observe 
the hangings. 

“It is absurd to argue that 
the Japanese people support 
the death penalty when the 
barbaric nature of judicial 
killing has been hidden from 
public scrutiny,” Mr. Iwai 
said. 

Mr. Iwai and the par- 
liamentary group accused the 
Justice Ministry of arbitrarily 
selecting the two — 59 others 
are on death row and some 


have waited longer than n 
years — as a political n 
sage that Japan will carry 
the death sentence. 

“They not only make ; 
wait for a very long tirn 
Ajima’s lawyer J~unki 
Kuroda said, "they do 
give any hints whatsoever 
out when your last < 
dawns.” 

In the most recent uccc 
of a hanging in Japan, p 
lished last year by a reti 
warden who witnessed on 
the 1960s. the convicted j 
had no idea his last day 
arrived until several h< 
before hanging. 
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Mo economic role for Israel, 
Syrian oil minister says 


AIRO (R) — Syria said 
aturday it was premature to 
dk of economic relations 
ith a predatory Israel as 
■ng as the Jewish state con- 
aned to occupy Arab territory 

Syrian Oil and Mineral Re- 
purees Minister Nadir 
abulsi told reporters after a 
leering of Arab oil ministers 
i Cairo that the Arab states 
lould first integrate with 
ach other before they 
arted talking about a Mid- 
ie East market. 

“We think that the term 
fiddle East market is against 
>e Arab countries. It is 
omination of Israel over 
.rab resources, especially in 
le oil sector/' he said. 

"‘Talking about peace at 
.<e present time, when our 
‘ nitory is still occupied, is 
•emature," he added. 

His remarks echoed bis 
->eech in the brief open part 
/ the meeting, where he also 
peated Syria's position that 
• wanted a just, compreben- 
,«re and permanent peace in- 
:uding full Israeli withdrawal 
am the Golan Heights and 


other areas. 

In his speech he said the 
Middle East market idea, 
much vaunted by the United 
States and other Western 
states, was a cover to tighten 
Israeli control over Arab 
wealth and to deprive the 
Arabs of their resources. 

“We are working on a sing- 
le Arab stand against what 
we now see in reality/' he 
added later, referring to the 
economic fragmentation of 
the Arab World. 

Mr. Nabusli did not specify 
any projects he considered 
harmful to Arab interests, 
but OAPEC members Egypt 
and Qatar are both studying 
the possibility of exporting 
natural eas to Israel. 

Egypt says it will sell its gas 

to the Jewish state as long as 
such a project is economically 
viable. It is also studying 
projects for exports to the 
Palestinian territories and 
Jordan. 

Qatar has ambitious plans 
to export gas from one of the 
biggest gas fields in the 
world. 


Qatari Oil Minister Abdul- 
lah Bin Hamad A1 Attiyah 
told reporters after the meet- 
ing that it did not take politic- 
al considerations into account 
in its economic planning. 

“We are obviously a gas 
producing country and we’re 
interested in developing gas 
and in diversifying markets. 
We have concentrated on the 
South East Asian market. As 
for other markets, they 
obviously have to be econo- 
mic and give economic 
advantages," he said. 

“Economic projects are 
not treated from a political 
standpoint/' he added. 

The Qatari News Agency 
quoted Mr. Attiyah as saying 
in an interview with the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation 
Friday that he supported 
Iraq’s return to the oil mar- 
ket. 

But, asked to confirm this 
shortly before the meeting 
opened, Mr. Attiyah said: 
“Did T say that?... no, some- 
one was asking and this has 
become a very classical 


answer that OPEC has de- 
cided, when Iraq comes to 
the market, to have an ex- 
traordinary meeting to dis- 
cuss the situation." 

All but one oil minister 
from OAPEC members Saudi 
Arabia, Knwait, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Qatar, Bahrain, Libya, Iraq. 
Algeria, Egypt, Syria were 
present at the meeting. Li- 
byan Minister Abdullah Al 
Badri pulled out at the last 
minute. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Safa 
Hadi Jawad Al Habubi, 
whose country is till barred 
from exporting oil, said be- 
fore the meeting he was sure 
United Nations trade sanc- 
tions would be relaxed next 
year to allow Iraqi oil exports 
back onto the market. 

The ministers approved an 
OAPEC budget of 1.361 mil- 
lion Kuwait dinars ($4.54 mil- 
lion) for 1995, discussed joint 
projects, affiliated companies 
-and institutions and agreed to 
extend for two years support 
for the Baghdad-based Arab 
Petroleum Training Institute. 


I apan combats strong yen in push 
or 2 . 5 % growth next year -OECD 


ARIS (AFP) — Japan, a 
untry in profound change, 
[struggling hard against the 
=e of the yen to emerge 
pm recession with growth of 
p per cent this year and 2.5 
] r cent next year, an OECD 
Iport has showed. 

;The government must 
[ess ahead quickly with de- 
gulation in the interests of 
panese consumers as well 
| of domestic and foreign 
■oducers, the. Organisation 
t Economic Cooperation 
d Development (OECD) 

1 d. 

iThis was “essential" and 
*ght require a “different" 
^proach based on creation 
c a .“powerful independent 
ganisatiop," -"as suggested' 
i the so-called Hiraiwa re- 
ert, to keep pressure on 
inistries, the OECD sug- 
j>ted. 

^ut big packages to stimu- 
i the economy had caused 
j substantial deterioration 
s government finances." 

flbe central and local gov- 
t iment deficits had risen by 
per cent of gross domestic 
jduct (GDP) in 1993, and 
j expected to rise by 
'Other two points in 1994 to 
priy six per cent of GDP. 
-The restructuring of corn- 
ties and rise of the yen had 


prolonged the recession — 
and in 1993 “the growth of 
exports fell significantly" and 
Japanese firms “continued to 
lose international competi- 
tiveness." 

Japanese exporters had re- 
duced export prices by eight 
per cent to absorb two thirds 
of the rise of the yen, so the 
share of Japanese exports in 
world trade in current prices 
had continued to increase 
and import penetration fell to 
less than it had been at the 
peak in 1990. 

Hence the current account 
surplus in yen fell only slight- 
ly last year and the trade 
surplus in dollars rose. , ... - 
. -Bat-in the first half ofcl994 
“the volume of goods imports 
rose rapidly, ensuring a 
marked increase in the open- 
ness of the Japanese mar- 
kets.” 

The trade surplus, which 
had risen to S131.4 billion in 
1993 from $117.6 billion in 
1992, would fall slightly to 
$128.8 billion this year and 
again to $120.1 billion next 
year. 

Inflation would fall to 0.6 
per cent this year and then to 
0.4 per cent next year from 
1.0 per cent in 1993 and 1.6 
per cent in 1992. 

But the rate of unemploy- 


ment, which had been 2.2 per 
cent in 1992, would rise to 2.5 
per cent in 1993, 2.9 in 1994 
and 3.0 per cent in 1995. 

After two years of reces- 
sion, the economy had shown 
signs of bottoming out in tbe 
first half of this year and 
appeared to have begun a 
“gradual recover", but a rise 
of the yen might “force com- 
panies to restructure their ba- 
lance sheets further". 

The recovery would prob- 
ably not take Japan to the 
high growth rates of the last 
decade, bot one way of 
achieving “significant gains in 
living standards" would be to 
reform further the law and 
tagfc applymgrftij'land. 
'"PriceST rtnidSied “exdep-" 
tion ally high" and housing 
conditions m Japan were not 
so good as in other OECD 
countries. Reform would 
promote investment in bous- 
ing thereby reducing the ex- 
ternal surplus. 

The 119-page report refer- 
red repeatedly to the changes 
wrought on the economy by 
the rise of the yen, warning 
that “the major risk to the 
emerging recovery is the 
value of the yen. 

It said: “So far, in addition 
;to reducing employment in 
the exposed sector, com- 
panies' response to the rising 


yen has been to move pro- 
duction overseas and increase 
purchases of imported com- 
ponents." 

But “a stronger yen would 
probably result in further 
loses of export market 
shares." 

The OECD increased its 
forecast for growth this year 
to 1.0 per cent from 0.8 per 
cent in June, mainly because 
of firm consumer demand 
and an easing of monetary 
policy. 

The discount rate is at a 
record low point of 1.75 per 
cent. This bad helped banks 
to strengthen their finances, 
but although the problem o L 

teriorara^T'Tf 

time before the banks return 

to a more healthy financial 

position." 

But the four packages to 
boost the economy by 10 per 
cent of GDP were expected 
to drive up gross debt to 83 
per cent of GDP by 1995, 
“markedly above the OECD 
average". Although the net " ’ 
situation was stronger, Japan 
faced “huge future pension 
commitments" because the 
population was ageing. 

Ministers had to ensure 
that there was no “loss of 
control over government de- 
ficits in the medium term." 


Save water ... livery, drop counts! 


8 1S9* Unrteo Feature Syndicate, fnc 
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Trade 
envoys fail 
to choose 
new WTO 
chief 


GENEVA (R) — Major 
trading powers failed Friday 
to agree on who will be tbe 
first bead of the new World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
despite high-level political 
co n tacts over the past few 
days, trade officials said. 

But they pledged to try to 
reads a consensus so as to 
announce a choice among the 
three regional candidates by 


Clinton urges hemispheric 
‘partnership for prosperity’ 


Italy's former Trade Minis- 
ter Renato Ruggiero — back- 
ed by tbe European Union 
(EU) — still leads the pack, 
ahead of former Mexican 
President Carlos Salinas de 
Gonari and South Korea's 
Trade Minister Kim Cbul-su, 
according to unofficial 


Washington and Latin 
American countries strongly 
support Mr. Salinas, while 
Asian countries have lined up 
behind Mr. Kin in the race 
for the high-profile post 
available from Jan. 1. 

Andras Szepesi. the 
Hungarian trade ambassador 
who is conducting behind- 
the-scenes consultations to 
choose the new WTO chief, 
told senior envoys certain 
process had been made. 

“But at the moment there 
is not yet a basis for a credi- 
ble consensus around a suc- 
cessful candidate/' he told 
top delegates. 

Mr. Szepesi was speaking 
to an informal, private ses- 
sion held on t be fringes of tbe 
two-day annual meeting of 
tbe 224 member stales of the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

Trade envoys agreed 
Thursday that the WTO 
would be launched on Jan. I, 
although the GATT will con- 
tinue to coexist for a one-year 
transition period. 

Peter Sutherland, director- 
general of the GaTT whose 
contracts runs to June 30, has 
refused to say whether he 
would stay oo as caretaker 
W^P% 2 dhicf pendm&fca final 
choice. 

Jean-Pierre Leng, EU 
trade ambassador to the 
GATT, told reporters after 
Friday’s session: “We con- 
tinue to believe there will be 
a consensus by year-end." 

He said it was regrettable 
that no consensus had 
emerged, adding: “We think 
it would be a bad signal not 
have a director-general when 
the new WTO starts up in 
January." 

Mr. Ruggiero commands a 
very large majority, accord- 
ing to the EU trade embass- 
dor, who declined to give 
figures. 

“A very large majority 
does not mean a consensus 
yet, but it could permit build- 
ing a consensus around him,” 
Mr. Leng added. 


MIAMI (R) — President 
Clinton launched a pan- 
American trade summit Fri- 
day by calling for a new 
“partnership for prosperity" 
in tbe western hemisphere 
involving the free flow of 
goods from Alaska to Argen- 
tina. 

In a speech to Florida poli- 
tical and civic leaders and 
otters who helped organise 
the summit. Mr. Clinton said 
expanded trade was ihe key 
to freedom and economic 
opportunity for all the peo- 
ples of the Americas. 

But he drew his loudest 
applause and only standing 
ovation when he referred to 
Cuba, the only nation in the 
hemisphere with a non- 
detnocratically elected leader 
— Fidel Castro <— and the 
only U.S. neighbour not rep- 
resented in Miami. * 

“We support the Cuban 
people's desire for peaceful 
democratic change. And we 
hope by the next time we 
have one of these summits... 
a democratic Cuba will take 
its place at the table of na- 
tions," Mr. Clinton said. 

The U.S.-sponsored sum- 
mit of 34 North and South 
American nations is the first 
gathering of its kind since 
1967, when then-president 
Lyndon Johnson met ocher 
hemisphere leaders in Pume 
del Este. Uruguay. 

Mr. Clinton proposed it as 


merce between tbe United 
States, Canada and Mexico. 

Taking a veiled jibe at in- 
dependent political leader 
Ross Perot, an outspoken 
opponent who churned NAF- 
TA would lead to a mass 
exodus of U.S. jobs, Mr. 
Clinton said “there has been 
no giant sucking sound, ex- 
cept for American goods 
going across the border." 

“History has given the peo- 
ples of the Americas a daz- 
zling opportunity to build a 
community of nations com- 
mitted to the values of liberty 
and tbe promise of prosper- 
ity/' he said. “Now, over the 
next three days, the 34 
democratically-elected lead- 
ers of our hero sphere will 
gather to begin to seize this 
opportunity. 

Mr. Clinton said he and the 
other leaders would talk ab- 
out how to lower trade bar- 
riers, strengthen democratic 
institutions and improve the 
qualiiy of life throughout the 
hemisphere, 

U.S. officials said the 
meeting was expected to pro- 
duce agreement in principle 
to create a free trade zone 
throughout the hemisphere 
bv the end of the next de* 


Esra “ £ It was abo expected to 
1967, when then-president bring agreement to cooperate 

S! bcT in fighting corruption, terror- 

m wtrcotks trafficking, 

del Este. Uniguay. said. 

Mr. Clinton proposed it as "If we’re successful/' Mr, 
part of an administration ’ Clinton said, “the summit 
effort to change the focus of win lead to more jobs, oppor- 


U.S. foreign policy from the 
security-first stress of tbe cold 
war era to a new emphasis on 
economic growth resulting 
from trade and investment. 

It is intended to build on 
the success of the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA), which has 
led to vastly increased com- 

Exports lift 

Canadian 

economy 

OTTAWA (AFP) — A con- 
tinuing export boom com- 
bined with a five-year high in 
company profits helped 
Canada's economy grow by 
more than one per cent in the 
third quarter, the govern- 
ment has reported. Statistics 
Canada painted out, howev- 
er. that virtually all of tbe 
growth was recorded in Au- 
gust while it was unchanged 
in September. The govern- 
ment agency said, overall, 
the Canadian economy grew 
at an annual rate of 4.7 per 
cent in the third quarter of 
this year, a sharp slowdown 
compared to the second quar- 
ter growth rate of 6.7 per 
cent. Analysts said the latest 
figures indicated that the 
Canadian economy would 
round out the year with a 
growth rate of at least four 
per cent. 


tunity and prosperity for our 
children and the generations 
to come." 

“We will have launched a 
new partnership for prosper- 
ity." be said. 

U.S. sales to other coun- 
tries in the hemisphere, in- 
cluding Latin America. 
Canada and the Caribbean 


nations, totalled about $160 
billion in 1993. 38 per cent of 
all U.S, sales abroad. 

Administration officials 
say U.S. exports to Latin 
America alone accounted for 
1.3 million jobs last year, and 
produced a trade surplus of 
mere than $4 trillion. 

Mr, Clinton's effort to eli- 
minate all trade barriers from 
the Arctic to tbe southern tip 
of South America is not uni- 
versally popular within hH 
Democratic Party. 

In a nine-page letter to the 
president this week, the 
Democratic leader of the 
House of Representatives. 
Richard Gephardt, called on 
him to keep environmental, 
labour and other issues at tike 
forefront when negotiating 
with his Latin American 
counterparts. 

Mr. Gephardt, calling the 
November elections that 
turned control of the House 
and Senate over to the Re- 
publicans “a wake-up call," 
said voters “told us that we 
had strayed from recognising 
what our priority oust be: 
Improving tbe economic fives 
of working people/* 

“We must do all we can to 
ensure that we do not have 
another NAFTA-tikc debate 
that ffivktes the Democratic 
Party," he said. 

Mr. Chnton was expected 
to face criticism from some 
Latin leaders for the rising 
anti-immigrant tide m tbe 
United States as symbolised 
by tbe success of proposition 
187 in Catifonria, 

That measure, which 
would deny educational and 
medical benefits to illegal im- 
migrants. was overwhelming- 
ly approved m last months 
mid-term election despite 
Mr. Clinton’s staunch opposi- 
tion. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER H, 1994 

By Thomas SL Pwson Astrologer : Carrot Righter Foundation 

■ i 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: There are no exact aspects today so 
yoo may warn to mm to handling yoor practical affairs which can go 
smoothly as long as you don't appear » be too settaeekiog. Make 
phone calk early to dispel te^kns.- 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 


GIASBEPG&J 
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ARSES: (March 21 to April 19) Avoid tensioa in the outride world, 
ud get busy keeping promises you have made to others. Come to a 
better undoaonong with your mate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you depend more on an outside 
partner, you can handle difficult situations very casly, so don't ran 
off on a tangent of some sort, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Keep busy at tasks and you come out 
on top, but be sure you don't take on additional expenses. Don’t lose 
your temper around loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Avoid an irate partner , 
today and enjoy yourself. Concentrate on p leas u r es you want to 
enjoy with dose friends. Show that you have poise and tact. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Forget tasks which are aqpoyisg, enjoy! 
the long-time pleasures at home with your loved ones and rebeve 
tension. Catch up uu worthwhile reading. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a goodday to find tbe 
right solution to whatever has been mystifying to yotaor a long time. 
Make a copy of whatever you write. * 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is an ideal day to 
concentrate on money and property matters. Get advice from an 
older person about a new endeavour. State.;, your mind dearly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Rely on your experiences 
of tbe past for the solution to today's problems. Don't waste time 
with those who gossip and spread your secrets. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Discuss a project 
with an expert before going on with it any further. Your mate can 
bdp to make your life much easier in tbe future. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You are not thinking 
quite straight now. not a good friend can be bdpful, so listen to the 
advice given to you at this time. 

*° ¥kb ™y 19 > efficient at 

handlin g omnde attunes since they can bring in fine benefits. 

Enjoy some hobby in the evening with dose friends, 

HSCra (February 20 to March 20) Try a different route where 

IJ** 11 ? 11011 * concerned, and get good results. Avoid an 
irate friend who is out for blood, 

Birthstone of December Turquoise - Zircon 
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THE Daily Crossword 


‘The aspirin must have gotten lost in 
my body. I still have a headache, but 
I’ve lost ^11 feeling in my toes!” 


ACROSS 
1 SwKI currant 
SSirioua 

10 Army man: abb r* 

14 Author Raton 

15 Chuttpah 
IGEWttSp. 

17 Unftaty 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 

0 by M tnrl Arnold id Mm Ar g Ho n 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


19 Algerian port 
20T«achKne 

21 boy] 

22 Taste 

24 Servloa period 

26 Cordsy** victim 

27 Monkey, tor one 


DEGAL 









32 Severe 

33 Eiaopeen 


''Vs, 


34 Move last 

35 Redact 

36 Country tat* 

37 Beirefficss 

(ooiweAaKkin) 

36 - Yulang 

30 Lot 

40 Attorney geneva! 
Reno 

41 Indian 
ommonlal 



GLEMIT 


V> 




43 NBA team 

44 K*cn«n 


BOLIFE 


V\W THE THIEF 
GOT AT T>0 
COMPUTER 5TORE 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A 



Yesterday's 


[A ns wer s tomorrow) 

Jumbles: VERVE VITAL HECTIC TARGET 

Answer: Why magnets are found on refrigerators — 
they™ ATTRACTIVE 


4$ Shoestrings 

48 Agee'S " k\ 

the F amity “ 

ttSeftpmf. 

49 Scar! 

52 Wad win Fm 
or YManday 

53 Carpentry item 
SA Hewae 

Hopalong 
57 Vmrata 
56 Alphabet run 
59 VfcWty 
fiOTVea 
61 Sacred Image 

DOWN 

1 Gttatpmtor 
ajal- 

3 SsHngertale 

4 Insertion: atofar, 
a Grab 


6 Tithe 

7 Ancient chest 

a* G*« 


6 Send oft: var. 
10 Money 
ti Accommodate. 


return favor 
is Btaftanfc steps 
13 Sovnd 
19 Davtoe In secret 
23 Rogutah 
as mix wonl boot. 

26 Fusee 

27 Pup 

26 Medium 

29 Snap 

30 Target# aehar 

31 wfaOtg* 
aa Older WFIQQ 

36 Sonny 

37 OeviT* food 

3# fattdaoon ptfct 
40 Sononsaac 
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A review J 

€)f economic news 
from the Arabic press 

Watch out! 
inspector’s 
here 

•fr* Produce retailers hire 
lottery sellers, kiosk own- 
ers and other street ven- 
dors to give them early 
warning if they sight gov- 
ernment inspectors or 
even the car of the Minis- 
try of Supply. Once noti- 
fied, produce retailers 
quickly change the price 
card on vegetables and 
fruits to reflect 
government-fixed prices. 
This latest trick is in addi- 
tion to having under- 
ground or roof facilities to 
hide deluxe quality for 
higher prices (A1 Dus- 
tour). 

** The Arab Maritime 
Bridge Company will be 
buying high-speed boats 
soon. The boats will be 
serving the ports of 
Aqaba, Nuweibeh, Sharm 
A1 Sheikh and any other 
ports on the Red Sea. 
According to a company 
official, the boats, that can 
carry up to 250 passengers 
with their handbags only, 
will shorten the trip be- 
tween Aqaba to Nuweibeh 
to one hour. The official 
said the opening of the 
road of peace between 
Aqaba-Eilat-Taba will 
negatively affect the op- 
erations of the company. 
But, he added, the com- 
pany will diversify its acti- 
vities into tourism and 

■ 

, transport of goods and 
containers (A1 Aswaq).. 

*☆ Payments due to the 
Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) have reached about 
JD 12 minion, JD 4 million of 
which are owed by govern- 
ment departments and the 
rest by the public. The WAJ 
provides water to 547,569 
subscribers throughout the 
Kingdom. Subscribers to the 
water sanitation network tot- 
al 124,037 (A1 Ra’i). 

— ■ 

-ft-fr Jordan's net foreign debt 
is expected to fall by 4.2 per 
cent, to reach S6.5S billion at 
the end of this year, down 
from S6.S7 billion at the end 
of 1993. According to pre- 
liminary figures from the 
Ministry of Finance, the 
Kingdom repaid a total of 
S570 million in instalments 
and interest in 1994 (A1 
Ra'i). 

☆☆ The Cairo Amman Bank 
notified its shareholders that 
the bank’s capital was in- 
creased by JD 1 million and 
that the capital now stands at 
JD 10 million, with a value of 
JD 1 per share. Previously 
each share was worth JD 5. 
Based on the capital increase, 
funded by the voluntary re- 
serve, retained earnings and 
other reserves, shareholders 
registered on Nov. 15. 1994. 
were given a free share for 
every share they held (A1 
Ra'i). 

*☆ Ready-Mix Concrete and 
Construction Supplies Com- 
pany is a public shareholding 
company under establish- 
ment. An announcement cal- 
led on the founding members 
to meet on Dec. 11, 1994, to 
sign the articles of association 
and the internal basic regula- 
tions. Engineer Raja Khalil 
Al Alami is the head of the 
founding committee (AI 
Ra'i). 

** Havine to dose the 
accounts before the end of 
the year, the Jordan Electric 
Power Company urged its 
subscribers to settle the* 1 " 
dues before the end ot L>e- 
cember. The company 
warned that foiling to pay aj 
outstanding amounts will 
force it to cut electricity * ,n *® 
to the defaulters (Sawt Al 

Shaab). 

Royal Jordanian is self- 
sufficient in pilots, as it em- 
ploys 400 pilots compared to 

only 58 pilots in 1975. Pilot 
Nasri Ijmean and others say 
salaries are below the accept- 
able level, especially when 
compared to other airlines 

(Sawt Al Shaab). 


‘Jordan-lsrael peace no threat to Suez canal’ 


ISMAILIA. Egypt (R) — 
Egypt’s 125-year-old Suez 

Cand faces greater competi- 
tion from existing world trade 
routes than from plans for 
new transport networks fol- 
lowing peace between Israel 
and Jordan, a senior official 
said on Saturday. 

Mohammad Ezat Adel, 
chairman of the Suez Canal 


Authority, said new water- 
ways or roads in the region 
could not challenge the can- 
al's preeminent position as 
the main link between the 
Red Sea and the Mediterra- 


nean. 


Proposals for canals linking 
the Dead Sea with the Red 
Sea or Mediterranean would 


Merrill Lynch: Asian 
markets to perform 
better in 1995 


KUALA LUMPER (AFP) 
~ Asian stock markets are 
likely to perform better in 

1995, international brokerage 
Merrill Lynch has predicted, 
saying that after China and 
India, Indonesia could 
emerge as the next favourite. 

Uncertainty in global and 
other Asian markets could 
also benefit Singapore, which 
is likely to gain from broad- 
based earnings growth in 
banking, ship-repair, airlines, 
hotels, office property and 
retail next year, it said. 

The forecast was done 
against a projected growth of 
7.0-to-7.5 per cent for the 10 
major Asian economies, not 
counting Japan, in 1995 and 

1996, from 7.7 tier cent in 

1994. 

Merrill Lynch said in its 
Asian economics strategy re- 
port released at a national 
economic ontlook conference 
that slower growth in China’s 
economy should be offset by 
continuing buoyant expan- 
sion in South East Asia. 

“If investment flows are 
any indication, Indonesia 
could well emerge the re- 
gion's strongest economy in 

1995, ” it predicted. 

For its 1995 Asian market 
strategy, Merrill Lynch has 
rated as positive Singapore, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Thailand, negative for Hong 
Kong and Taiwan and neutral 


for South Korea and the Phi- 
lippines. 

In the next 12-to-18 
months, property-related 
earnings should do well in 
Malaysia, while financial sec- 
tor liberalisation could pro- 
ride a third engine of growth 
for Singapore’s economy, 
Merrill Lynch said. 

In South Korea, margin 
expansion should see con- 
tinuing strong earnings 
growth next year, while Indi- 
a's structural reforms are ex- 
pected to start yielding tangi- 
ble growth. 

In terms of economic fun- 
damentals, it rated as above 
average the markets of Singa- 
pore, Malaysia and Thailand, 
average of India, Indonesia, 
South Korea, the Philippines, 
but a below average for Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. 

Merrill Lynch said proper- 
ty prices were a major un- 
known in Hong Kong, and 
earnings were slowing in al 
least two sectors: banking 
and property development. 

“Tbe run-up to 1997 could 
produce more political 
wranglings with Beijing,” it 
said. 

For Taiwan, it noted that 
although a breakthrough in 
mainland China policies 
could act as a key market' 
catalyst in 1995, growth pros- 
pects would remain unexcit- 
ing in the near term. 
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Current} 

US. Dollar 

Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swikb Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen' 
Dutch Guilder 
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Belgian Franc 
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Current} 
Bahraini Dinar 
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Saudi Rijal 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qau ri Riral 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Rival 
UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma 
Cypriot Pound 
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0.7002 
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be used only for power gen- 
eration ana irrigation, he 

Mr. Adel cold Reuters the 
Suez Canal faced greater 
threats from land trade 
routes further afield, such as 
Siberian and Chinese rail 
links carrying goods from the 


far east to Europe. 

He said shippers were also 
considering using icebreakers 
to open all-year Arctic ship- 
ping routes linking the Pacific 
to the Atlantic Ocean. Now 
the routes are navigable only 
in summer, he said. 

Suez Canal revenues fell 


BOUSZliG BANK CENTER AMMAN - SSKSXSAN1 
TELEPHOKE: 660170 / 663170 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST JTOR SATURDAY 10/12/1994 


three per cent in the first nine 
months of 1994 to $1,421 
billion. Canal authorities 
blame changing patterns in 
world trade but say they are 
well-placed to capitalise on 
increased regional trade fol- 
lowing progress in the Middle 
East peace process. 






COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
KIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE HOUSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN GULF DANK 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

DIUOII BANK FOR SAVING & INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT fi FINANCE BANK 

BEIT ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 
JORDAN HOTEL £ TOURISM 


NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
JORDAN GULP REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
MACBINARY EQUIP. RENTING & MAINTENANCE 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA 1 ! 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HOT EL S 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT & EDUCATION 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
JORDAN PETROLEUM RSFINARY 
JORDAN TANNING 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL A AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORS TED MILLS 
ARA B PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

RAFIA INDUS TRIE S 

ARAB INVESTMENT & INERNATIONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK 5 POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES & MATCH/ JINGO 

JORDAN SULPSO— CHEMICALS 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. A CHEMICALS 

BROTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OO. 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and riBas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many fistings of 
villas, flats, and bidding lots 
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Cafe’ 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Swetfiyeh 


HOSPITALITY 


Commercial and 


For more details cad: 

Abdoun Real Estati 
TeL 810605/810609 
810520 
Fix: 810520 


mua? 


863944 - 816690 


Exotic Sandwiches 
^rHamb 
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fasaii- TeL 680670 


CHEN’S 

puiu 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogollan Barbeoue for 
Lunch Friday only 
TeL: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Opes daily 12d)0 - £30 /lal 
630 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 




The first & best 
Chinese. Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman,, near 
AMyyah Girls Schools 


Open daily I2:00-&30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 


TTiiT 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot • 
ahm 30% imr&mr 

e 

• Free moimro o- 


•' fo Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

. / , B Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks •• ^ 
@Open Noons 
& Evenings 




Shmeisani «. Opp- Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


rmrinwHIysh 

8 6 3944 t , 


vis. a. vis 

'■ DANCE PUS " 

F: CD ' : i - J - l » 


For Your Stay in Amman 

I Quality Furnished Flats I 


SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Open Daily 



Biirors + PttzmsDmity 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 






Oman expects 

reforms to spur 
investment infli 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman expects 
more than 52 billion in pri- 
vate investment to be 
pumped into its economy 
over the next three years 
following sweeping economic 
refoims. 

Around 40 per cent of the 
funds will come from fore- 
igners seeking to take advan- 
tage of new incentives and 
cheap energy to enter joint 
industrial projects, said 
Mahmud Al Jarwani, direc- 
tor of the Muscat stock ex- 
change. 

Mr. Jarwani, in a tele- 
phone interview with AFP, 
said the government had de- 
cided to permit foreign inves- 
tors to own up to 65 per cent 
of projects, the first country 
in the oil-rich region to do so. 

“We have completed all 
feasibility studies related to 
new projects in infrastructure 
and other fields to be set up 
in participation with the pri- 
vate sector. The projects are 
now ready for investment and 
they wiD attract around one 
billion riyals (52. 6 billion) in 
three years," he said. 

“We expected such invest- 
ments to be folly covered 
given the high domestic li- 
quidity and the incentives we 
have introduced. Around 
300-400 million riyals (S7S0- 
51.04 billion) are expected to 
come from foreigners," he 
pointed out. 

Mr. Jarwani spoke a day 
after Oman hosted its first 
international investment con- 
ference that attracted more 
than 600 delegates from 
Japan, France, the United 
States, Britain, Gulf nations 
and other countries. 

The two-day conference 
covered papers detailing the 
new projects and the reforms 
launched by the government 
three years ago to revive its 
economy that has been hurt 






THE 


CHAIRS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open rd^idy 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
prinks £4 Nght Long 




of DeSebus Snacks 
TeL 685211 Fax. 617779 
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RESTAURANT 


Cptt3ij0-3jstkee-ud^\ 

Take away is avmttmbim 

Shat Ai-Anb Stmat 
Um UMWi Corrrnansaf Centra 

T«L: 161174 

.6«ce lasted Always laved. 
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Tat £92505 , 891146 / ExL U6 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi Al-Tel St 
Abu Haifa commerc ia l canter 
Second floor 


by the decline in oil pi 
' The reforms include f- 
tisations, giving greate 
cess to foreign inves. 
freeing interest rates, se 
up more industrial zone:' 
introducing more incer. 
like extending tax exemfl 
periods. Five key publicl 
lities have already been! 
off and more will be p| 
tised. I 

Oman, which is no| 
OPEC member, prod 
around 800,000 barrel^; 
day of crude and weal 
prices have created a py 
tent deficit in its budge 

This year, it was fora 
cut spending by aroum 
per cent to reduce the si 
fall, which was projects 
nearly 5760 million. 

"The conference was 
cessful by all standards.’- 
participants have been- 
formed about the pro 
and the new economic ' 
cies of the sultanate,"? 
Jarwani said. “We exper 
results to emerge soon. 

Officials said the new 
tures involved two electi, 
plants in Salaiah and Minr 
sewage station in Muscat 1 
cost of around $599 millk 
similar project in Salaiah 
cost of 5130 million, a f 
million petrochemical 
plex and road projects.'^ 

The expected 52. 6 bii 
in investments do not incl 
a gas liquefaction plant - 
cost of up to 59 billion f 
another ambitious proje^ 
build a midwater pipeline- 
supply natural gas to Indi] 
a cost of more than 55 bill- 
Offirials have said both (j 
jects would be open to k 
and foreign private invest^ 

In Gulf press remarks, . 
Jarwani said private inv- 
ments were projected 
reach 5390 million in 1994 
Muscat, official sources s 
they expected around S 
billion in 1995 alone. 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurai 

The Best Cooking, i 
Best Service, ‘ 
Best Atmosphere in Amm 
Deir Ghbar - America 
Embassy Str near Baytu. 
Housing Estate \ 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. > 
TeL: 861608 \ 


The Classiest Of 
The Classiest 1*1 



Restauran 


Italian - Meil CuiMi 1 

Sweifiyeh - 86394 



Kurdi Stores 

Suwaifiah Tel. 827105, 























Jordan Soccer League 

547 Hussein regain lead; 

celebrate 1st win 





A. 
lam 

nlk » . 

Hlh By Aieeo Bannayan 
i«ng Tedai to tbs Jordan Times 

™ U< MMAN — The top four 
S'ams exchanged standings 
u/er the weekendesas the 
ahcond round of the First 
ieeivision Soccer Cbam- 
i Conship kicked off with AI 
Soiussein regaining the lead 
jach goal difference after a 
artnvincing 4-1 win over Al 
.e armel. 

t AI Wihdat dropped to 
^jjjCond place and AJ Faisali 
j, e so moved down to fourth 
--ter their 0-0 and 1-1 draws 
r _ith Al Jazireh and Al 
oe hii. Meanwhile, Al 
^ t jamtea moved up to third 
f “ ter a 3-0 win over Al 
rabi. 

m aj j^i scored their first 
e, in of tee competition de- 
5 Hating Shabab Al Hussein 
pee-1 and AI Qadissieh 
Stored an important 2-1 
fpectory over Kufrsoum and 
^wilded a vital two points to 
L/eieir standings as they try 
jud 1 move away from the last 
jOB*ur threatened with re- 
gation. 

AI Hussein’s 4-1 victory 
irther improved their 
-oring average, and gave 
tem the lead for now atop 
[ ie prestigious group. 

^6 Aref Hussein stunned Al 
L 4armel when he opened 
raring for Al Hussein in 
le first min ute. However, 
VjJ Karmel equalised by 
UJ ieir top scorer Nizar 
st iamekh in the 20th mi- 

ie ' Jte ' 

OJJ .AI Hussein’s scoring 
P jree started early in tee 
t r ^cond half when Mazen 
-p^nbar added tee second 
■jsal from a header in the 
ft£S 2nd minute. Four minutes 
“oyter Aref Hussein scored 
J^s second and his team's 
j^ird goal which made Al 
^■armel retreat to defensive 
-v ositions. Nevertheless, 
jnbar managed another 
-.(j Dal in the Slst minute to 
jj:al his team’s victory. 
■*gj-Al Wihdat dropped to 
^pjrand place after a sur- 
.. a .isiDg 0-0 draw with 5th 
cj a 2 ced : Al Jazireh. It was ' 
gtpe fourth draw for Al 
who otherwise 
'ojight have taken a clear 
<t t ad atop the standings as 
?L iey remained tee only un- 
i 3l eaten team of tee com- 
- stition. 

K 5 Al Faisali 's draw with Al 
*8 [ Iili might also cost tee 
j,rtle holder dearly, as they 

S UT 

P 


struggle to adyance their 
standing and improve their 
surprisingly inconsistent 
form this season. 

After finishing the first round in 
third place, Al Faisali 
cannot afford to lose any 
points and must start scor- 
ing some wins to raise their 
points if they wish to retain 
their third consecutive 
crown. * 

Jiryes Tadros scored Al 
Faisali ’s only goal against 
Al Ahli in tee 35th minute 
as his teammates Moham- 
mad Rajab, Mohammad 
Mahadin and Ja’far Ham - 
mad lost definite scoring 
chances. 

Al Ahli’s Khalil Fataftah 
scored the vital equaliseT 
for his team who were con- 
tent with the draw and thus 
remained in sixth place. 

Al Arabi’s loss to Al 
Raratha further worsened 
their situation as they 
finished the first round 
among tee last four. 

> Al Ramtha, who had 
beaten Al Arabi 1-0 in tee 
Jordan Cup semifinal last 
week, proved they were tee 
better and moved to third 
place after their 3-0 win. 

Mansour Azaizeb 
opened scoring in the 35th 
minute. Mohammad Alaw- 
neh lost the most definite 
chance to equalise for Al 
Arabi, wbile teammate 
Saher Hij'awi’s powerful 
shot was blocked by tee 
goalpost. 

Al Ramtha scored their 
two other goals by Farid 
Shanaineh in tee 80th mi- 
nute and Salim Diyabat in 
tee final minute. 

Meanwhile, last-placed 
Al Jeel celebrated their 
first win of tee competition 
when they upset 10th- 
placed Shabab Al Hussein 
2 - 1 . 


Although tee win is not 
likely to help Al Jeel in 
avoiding relegation, Sha- 
bab Al Hussein’s chances 
of staying in the first divi- 
sion will definitely be bun 
as they are unable to im- 
prove their standing. 

Shabab Al Hussein's top 
scorer Maber Sarsour 
scored his team’s only goal 
in tee first minute of tee 
match, only to be stunned 
by an equalising goal by Al 
Jeel’s Zakariya Al Shibel 
six minutes later. 

Shabab Al Hussein were 
tee better team and had 
more chances throughout 
the match. They were 
therefore upset when their 
opponents netted their 
second goal in the 87th 
minute to clinch their first 
victory. 

Al Qadissieh scored their 
third win of the competi- 
tion and added an impor- 
tant two points to their 
standings when they over- 
came Kufrsoum 2-1. 

AI Qadissieh, who were 
a top five team last year, 
disappointed their fans 
when they languished in 
9th. place for most of tee 
competition before moving 
up to eighth in tee final 
week of the first round. 

Their win will therefore 
raise their morale as they 
seek to move away from 
the grim last four. 

Kufrsoum, a newcomer 
to the division whose im- 
pressive results at first en- 
abled them to remain in a 
halfway position, were tee 
first to score by striker 
Islam Diyabat in tee 13th 
minute. 

Al Qadissieh equalised 
late in the 51st minute and 
added their winning goal in 
tee final five minutes. 


Standings after 12th week 
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pSyria, Iraq escape world bans 


^ALA LUMPUR (R) — 
^Qj’a and Iraq have escaped 
afr-year bans from world 
[ball after allegations that 
:c ^ fielded over-age players 
11 he Asian under-19 cham- 

October 


n 


in 


in 


nsnips 
ana. 

z ' yria, who won the touma- 
I_nt, are now also free to 
— e their place in next year’s 
^ * rl d Under-20 Cham- 

£ 


■pionships in Nigeria. 

The Asian Football Con- 
federation (AFC) declared 
an amnesty Saturday against 
alleged age-cheats after X- 
ray evidence was ruled incon- 
clusive by world ruling body 
FIFA. 

The X-rays, which deter- 
mine age by analysing bone 
growth , strongly suggested 
both teams fielded over-age 


players in Jakarta, according 
to the AFC. 

“We have been advised by 
FIFA that tee X-ray evidence 
we compiled was not suitable 
to be used as a foundation of 
guilt,” said AFC general- 
secretary Peter Velappan. 

He added that the amnesty 
would be “absolutely the last 
chance” for Asian football 
teams. 
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Noor Al-Hussein Foundation 
Off the Wadi Saqra Road 
Between Safeway &. King Abdullah Gardens 
Open Sat - Thars„ 9t0® mu. - 7:00 pJU- Td. 6W141 / 699142 


Agassi fined $6,000 for Grand Slam outburst 


MUNICH (Agencies) — 
World No. 2 Andre Agassi 
was fined 56,000 Saturday for 
firing a volley of obscenities 
at the umpire during his los- 
ing quarter-final at the Grand 
Slam Cup. 

A gass i swore in the first set 
of his match against Sweden’s 
Magnus Laisson after a line 
call went against him. earning 
a warning for an audible 
obscenity. 

He then swore again in 
fhistration and was penalised 
a point which cost him his 
service game and set a dis- 
couraged Agassi on his way 
to losing the match. 

The International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) referee 
fined him S2.000 for tee audi- 
ble obscenity, and a further 

54.000 for verbal abuse. 

Matters could have been 

worse. Agassi said he had in 
fact sworn aloud a third time, 
but the umpire chose to disre- 
gard tee offence for white the 
automatic penalty would 
have been a default and pre- 
sumably an even stiffer fine. 

There was also a 51,000 
fine for Goran Ivanisevic for 
an ill-tempered outburst at 
the umpire during his win- 
ning quarter-final against 
Bans Becker. 

Ironically, Ivanisevic is 
technically suspended for two 
months by the Association of 
Tennis Professionals for 
accumulating more than 

510.000 of fines rhis year — 
but is pla ying in Munich be- 
cause the ITF runs the event 
and has chosen to overlook 
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World No. 2 Andre Agassi 

the suspension. 

Aside from ruffled pride, 
the fines will not significantly 
dent either player's earnings 
here. 

Agassi took home 5500.000 
including a 5250.000 bonus 
for being L’.S. Open cham- 
pion. 3nd Ivanisevic was 
assured of S425. 000 even if he 
lost the semifinal against 
world number one Pete* Sam- 
pras. 


Agassi admitted he was 
ruled by his emotions. 

“Of course it’s better if you 
don’t swear. But it’s human 
and sometimes it’s impossible 
to do anything else. 

‘ ”He gave me a warning for 
an obscenity. I mean, obscen- 
ity is going' on a lot. And I 
just think that a lot of limes 
these guys don’t make the 
right call because they arc 
looking straight at your 



Pau Orthez’ Frederic Guinol (centre) scores for his team during tee basketball match 
against Birex Verona (AFP photo) 

Real Madrid, Olympiakos lead 
European basketball standings 


LONDON (R) — Italy’s 
Pesaro joined Real Madrid at 
the top of Group A with a 
narrow 86-S5 victory in Mos- 
cow while in an all-Greek 
clash Panathinaikos beat 
Paok Salonika 72-63, in tee 
men’s European Champion 
Clubs' Cup semifinal basket- 
ball series. 

In Group B in Leverkusen. 
Bayer Leverkusen of Ger- 
many beat Joventut Badalo- 
na of Spain 53 (37-20). 

Leading scorers: 

Bayer Leverkusen — 
Abdul Deem 25. Thomas 
Garrick 17. 

Joventut Badalona — 
Rafael Jofresa 14, Ebeling 
14. 

In Barcelona; Cibona Zag- 
reb of Croatia beat Barcelona 
of Spain 74-70. 


STANDINGS 

Group A 


Real Madrid (Spain) 

Pesaro (Italy) 

P anathinaik os (Greece) 

CSKA Moscow (Russia) 

Paok Salonika (Greece) 
OBmpija Ljubljana (Slovenia) 
Maccabi Td Aviv (Israel) 
Benfica (Portugal) 


P 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


W 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

am 

2 

0 


L 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

5 


Pts. 

9 

9 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 


Group B 


Otympiakos (Greece) 
BarceJona (Spain) 

Bologna (Italy) 

Istanbul (Turkey) 

Limoges (France) 

Cibona Zagreb (Croatia) 
Bayer Leverkusen (Germany 
Joventut Badalona (Spain) 


S 

S 

S 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

I 

0 


1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

5 


9 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

6 

5 



GRILL OUT 
AT OSCAR’S 

AND MAKE USE OF DEC. DISCOUNTS 

For a famil y lunch, a formal dinn er or a night out with friends. Enjoy 
a succulent meal, a free salad bar. a superb winter atmosphere and 

A GREAT DAILY DISCOUNT 

All on the tunes of Ramez Guitar Ore# 


LUNCH DISCOUNT 30% ON FOOD 
DINNER DISCOUNT 25% ON FOOD 






rrSNOT JUST A MEAL. fTS AN EXPERIENCE 
; — ShmeiMni - Qpp. Petartg Resouraw, Tel. 688HO* 889671 12 


Reesa CeB For Raswvatioofi 


mouth and they are, in a 
sense, waiting for you to say 
something." 

He also argued that, given 
the chances 'of abusive lan- 
guage being picked up by 
television, courtsidc mic- 
rophones should be removed. 

*Tf they don’t want tee 
people to hear it on tee TV. 
then get the microphones off 
the court. 


-The realitv is. it (swear- 
ing) happens, and because it 
happens. I don’t think there 
should be as many mic- 
rophones on the court.” 

On tec next point. Agassi’s 
service return just missed the 
umpire’s chair. The public 
laughed and Agassi apolo- 
gised to the umpire. 

"I did not do it on purpose. 
It was a reaUv bad shot, really 
bad,” he said. No one was 
fooled, but the umpire 
appeared to accept Agassi's 
explanation. 

Agassi fought back in style 
in tee second set, making 
superb returns despite Lars- 
son's lightning serves. 

Larsson. world-ranked 
19th, won 6-3, 1-6. b-G to line 
up a semi-final with another 
American, Todd Martin, who 
beat French Open champion 
Sergi Bruguera 6-4. 7-6 (7*5). 

By contrast, Martin’s 
match against Bruguera was a 
placid affair, with both play- 
ers maintaining their service 
game in (be first set until tee 
American led 5-4. 

The Spaniard promptly 
cracked under the pressure of 
the S6 million tournament, 
.handing his opponent bote 
set point and the set with rwo 
consecutive double faults. 

The second set went a tie- 
break. with the American’s 
sheer power breaking the 
deadlock between the two 
men. 

Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic 
and world number one Pete 
Sampras will meet in the 
other semi-final. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HtASCH 


KILL THE ENTRY 


WEST 
* A 3 


Nntbtt culiwnible Wee* dsiis. 
NORTH 
+ 10 
3 2 

’ A Q J 10 ft fi 4 

* 10 7 6 

east 

♦ 6 d 6 

. K Q 10 9 7 - A J 8 M 
K 7 0 6 3 

♦QJ9S +83 

SOVTH 

♦ KQJ7M2 

‘ 6 

- 

+ A K 4 3 

Th t bidding: 

Wc*c Stxrth Cart 

i r 3 s r 

& ■ Pw Pm 

Pim Pw Pam 

Opening kftd? King of 'v 
A kmc uat in dummy can rauac 
anxiety in the heart of even the 
ACoutnt defender. One way to tty to 
neutralize the threat b to attack the 
wde rathe* to t be suit. The suit 
might even be neutralized when 
there are no aide tiuhra. 

After North's preemptive jump 
overcaU. South elected to compete 
ai the five-level despite the adage 
that it belongs to the opponents. 
Had South chneen to double. North- 
South would have collected 500 


Sooth 

4 + 
5# 


points. But then them would have 
been no tale to tell! 

With routine defense, the con- 
tract would probably mask ho me. 
Suppose W tflt leads the hag of 
hearts and comimiea the nrit far 
declarer to ruff. A he » pack is led. 
West follows tow and dummy's tea 
wibl Declarer can, m> longer be 
defeated 

After returning to hand with the 
king of dubs, declarer forces out the 
ace of trumps. Thanks to a double- 
ion king of diamonds (inside, declar- 
er wiQ be ihk to get two dub 
dwaitb an the diamonds. 

When this hand was p hyed in a 
team match. f>r. Gaotjm Roman- 
kranz of Mexico City held the W««t 
hand. The ploy to the first two 
tncki want as described, but whan 
declarer led a low tzump. Weil flaw 
up with the ace and shifted to a low 
diamond! 

Declarer's fate was sealed With- 
out a second diamond in hdtd, there 
wits tic longer any way to reach 
dummy. After successfully finessing 
the ten of diam on ds, declarer was 
able to discard one club on the ace, 
but even though the king dropped, 
there was no second discard. West 
was able to ruff the third diamond to 
complete a one-trick set. 


Hotel Inter.Confinental Jordan 
Santa all the way from Finland 


FOR THE first time of the 
History of Christmas festi- 
vities and on the invitation 
of Hotel In ter. Continental 
Jordan. British Airways. Al 
Ahlia Abel la Superstores 
and Pepsi, Santa Claus is 
visiting Jordan to take part 
of the Holy season festivi- 
ties. 

Arriving on December 
12th on British Airways 
London- Amman route all 
the way from the Town of 
Rovamiemi which lies on 
the Arctic circle in Finland. 

Every year, children from 
all over Scandinavia and 
indeed much further afield 
travel to see him and his 
reindeers to teli him their 
Christmas wishes and ask 
him to personally sign 
Christmas cards for their 
loved ones. 

Santa, and during his 
stay in Amman will join the 
children of Jordan celeb- 
rating Christmas, he will 
visit Charity organisations 
and will take part of the 
children Christmas party 
and perform the switching 
on of the Christmas tree on 


December 15th in _ 
afternoon at Hotel Inte 
.Continental Jordan. In t! 
afternoon of Wednesd; 
the 14th of December. I 
will have an appearance 
At Ahlia Abella Sup 
Stores. 

Your child will have tl 
opportunity to present 
card for Santa to lake wi 
him to the children 
Scandinavia from the ch 
dren of Jordan, and hai 
the chance to win a moth 
and child return tick 
Amman-London-Amms 
on British Airways and 
four nights stay at a Hoi 
InterContinental Londor 

There will be opportui 
ties to have souver 
photographs taken of yo 
child posing along side tl 
famous man with the chc 
acteristre long white bea 
and flowing red robes. 

This activity is one 
many Hotel inter Co 
tinental plans in collabor 
tion of local companii 
and societies in his effoi 
to cement his relations^ 
with the local commumti 



CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 




A Leading international agenev i> 
looking fora 

qualified Sales Representative 

Fluent in English and Arabic 
University Graduate 
Strong communication skills 
Flexible, energetic team plaver 
Jordanian driving licence and car is a plus 

Please send your CV and recent Pluuo uv 
Amman GSA Office P.O.Box .vT i 
Amman, 11181 Jordan 
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Jordan Handball Championship 


1994’ s top sports stories 


2nd leg of competition kicks off Brazil’s World Cup triumph voted No . 1 

--• — • A 1 • A M ^ . O -■ T AKxnAM / a n\ T- X X 


With vital win for Hussein Irbid 


By Ronfkn Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The second 
leg of the Jordan handball 
championship kicked off 
Friday at the A1 Hassan 
Sport City in Irbid with a 
striking win for the A1 
Hussein-Irbid 32-27 against 
Amman while A1 Ahli up- 
set Yarmouk A1 Shouneb 
30-25. 

A1 Hussein captured the 
win over Amman who 
attended with only 7 play- 
ers and no substitute. Am- 
man took the lead in the 
first half 16-14. 

A! Hussein led the 
second half leaving Am- 
man's defence in chaos to 
lead for the first time 25-24. 

Amman played the rest 
of the match with five play- 
ers after the referee sent 
out Ahmad Gaboun. 

A1 Hussein took advan- 
tage of the situation and 
ended the match 32-27. 

A1 Ahli 30, Yarmouk AJ 
Shouneb 25: At Ahli played 
in a very organised way 
depending on the wings in 
getting through A1 
Shouneh’s defence to end 
the first half 15-12. 

AI Shouneh tried to stop 
A1 Ahli’s attacks but to no 
avail. Ai Ahli’s goal keeper 
Ma’moun Abdul Haraeed 
prevented his opponents 
horn altering the result and 
gave his team a push to 
create more chances and 
end the match with an im- 
portant win. 

Eight teams are partici- 
pating in the cham- 
pionship. Here is a look 
at the first leg results. 

AI Arabi are in the lead 
with 12 points. They sur- 
prised all the other teams 
after good preparations 
and results in the Um AI 


Maarek Championship in 
Ira^- They are therefore 
fighting, for the crown with 
AI Ahli, tihe title holders. 

AI Ahli, came second 
with 10 points but had unst- 
able performance. Players' 
over confidence gave the 
team a weak start. 

AI Salt, led by their 
coach Karim Hadi, reached 
third place with 6 points — 
a good position for a team 
who lacked experience and 
heading for a new start. 

Yarmouk AI Shouneh 
have 5 points. They won 
two matches, while losing 
three to finish fourth. 

Amman who came 
second last year, appeared 
as a weak, unstable team in 
this year's championship 
and finished fifth. The 
reasons for their poor per- 
formance are lack of prac- 
tice and the departure of 
coach Tala! Abed AI 
Kareem who left the team 
in a chaos. 

AI Hussein, with a new 
coach, need a lot of time 
and practice to reach the 
level of the other teams as 
this team consists of a num- 
ber of good players with 
high ambitions. 

AI Orthodoxi are a team 
lacking the experience 
which they hoped to get 
from our ex-national coach 
Nabil Shamroukh who re- 
cruited young faces in an 


attempt to keep the team 
among the top group. 

AI Bareha withdrew 
from the championship and 
the Jordan Handball Fed- 
eration (JHF) accepted 
their decision. 

In a meeting headed by 
Dr. Sari Hamdan the JHF 
announced the following 
decisions: 

According to paragraph 
3 article 5 of the penalties a 
decision was made to sus- 
pend Bareha’s goalkeeper 
Mohammad Sharfat 12 
consecutive matches . 

To bar Bareha’s Khaled 
Sabaheen from attending 
matches for 2 years. 

- To accept the team's 
decision to withdraw be- 
cause of financial problems 
and to cancel all its results. 

A round up of some statis- 
tics of the First Leg 

Penalties given 115 to all 
the participating teams dis- 
tributed as follows: Arabi 
12, Ahli 14, Salt 17, Am- 
man 17, Hussein 16, Y.. 
Shouneh 14, Orthodoxi 14 
and Bareha 11. 

Jihad Qtaishat from AI 
Salt scored 74 goals to take 
first place as top scorer. 

Ai Orthodoxi's Modar 
Abed Kareem came second 
with 64 goals and Mouafaq 
Fateh AIlah/Arabi and 
Mohammad Taha/Salt with 
60 goals came third. 


Standings after 1st leg 


Teams 


W D 


Arabi 

Ahli 

Salt 

Y. Shouneh 
Amman 


Orthodoxi 


GF GA Pts. 


187 140 12 
214 150 10 
171 171 6 
168 190 5 
160 174 3 
160 174 3 
157 203 2 


Clippers ambush L. A. Lakers 


NEW YORK (AP) — Could the Indiana Pacers defeated 
it‘*be? The Los Angeles Clip- , the Philadelphia 76ers for 
jiBll?,. -fourth straight :_yictory. 


After ail, it took them 17 
games -to get thfeir first 1 ' vic- 
tory, and even that win — 
against the struggling Mil- 
waukee Bucks — required a 
desperation jumper by Pooh 
Richardson in overtime. 

But on Friday night, the 
ambushed the Lakers, beat- 
ing them 109-84. 

“We have a lot more confi- 
dence now,” said Loy 
Vaught, who had 19 points 
and 15 rebounds. “We feel 
like we can beat any team in 
the league, and we felt that 
way before we even won a 
game.” 

Even if it was just across 
town, the Clippers got their 
first road victory since last 
April 5 and put together con- 
secutive victories for the first 
time since March 8 and 15. 

In other NBA games, it 
was Cleveland 96. Boston S9; 
Indiana 94, Philadelphia 88; 
and Portland 116, Golden 
State 107. 

The Cippes started fast, 
jumping out to a 40-18 lead 
and holding the Lakers to 
their lowest first-half total of 
the season. 

Vlade Divac added 21 
points and a season-high 17 
rebounds for the Lakers, 
while Pooh Richardson had 
20 points and 10 assists for 
the Clippers. 

Magic 110. Heat 96: Orlando 
routed Miami for the second 
time this season, building a 
20-point lead in nine minutes 
and coasting past Miami. 

ShaquiUe O’Neal led the 
Magic with 25 points. Anfer- 
nee Hardaway added 24 
points, including five 3- 
pointers. 

Cavaliers 96, Celtics 89: John 
Williams scored a season- 
high 20 points to lead Cleve- 
land over Boston. 

The visiting Cavaliers 
snapped a three-game losing 
streak and won their third 
straight game in the Boston 
Garden. 

Dominique Wilkins led 
Boston with 27 points, 14 in 
die first quarter. 

Pacers 94, 76ers 88: Derrick 
McKey scored 15 points and 
Dale Davis had 14 points and 
a season-high 18 rebounds as 


Jeff Malone had 17 points 
for Philadelphia, giving him a 
career total of 17,015 points. 
Malone became the 47th 
NBA player to go over 
17,000 points. 

Hawks 89, Knicks 85: 
Mookie Blaylock’s 3-pointer 
broke a tie with 39 seconds 
remaining as Atlanta snap- 
ped New York’s three-game 
winning streak. 

Blaylock's basket gave the 
Hawks an 86-83 lead, and 
Grant long stretched it to 
88-83 on two free throws with 
just under 25 seconds remain- 


B tills 1J7, Pistons 96: BJ. 
Armstrong scored a -season- 
high 22 points as the Chicago 
Bulls routed the Detroit Pis- 
tons, who were without their 
two leading scorers. 

Joe Dumaras missed the 
rave with bronchitis, while 
Grant Hill had the flu and a 
sore left foot. 

Scottie Pippen had 19 for 
Chicago, and Bill Wenning- 
ton added 16 points and nine 
rebounds off the bench. 
Lindsey Hunter and Oliver 
Miller led the Pistons with 18 
points apiece, but injuries 
prevented both from finished 
the game. 


ICTORINOX 





TAHA & QASHU CO. 
MECCA ST. 

TEL 816259 l 
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LONDON (AP) — In 

triumph and tragedy, 1994 
was the year of Brazil in 
international sports. 

In a worldwide poll of 
Associated Press subscribers, 
Brazil accounted for the top 
two sports stories of the year. 

Brazil’s World Cup soccer 
victory in the United States 
was voted the No. 1 story, 
followed closely by the death 
of Brazilian Formula One 
driver Ayrton Senna. 

George Foreman's 
heavyweight championship, 
Diego Maradona's drug scan- 
dal and the slaying of Col- 
ombian soccer star Andres 
Escobar were the other top 
vote-getters. 

News organisations in 
more than 30 countries in 
Europe, the Middle East, 
Asia, Oceania, Africa and 
South America took part in 
the survey. They listed their 
choice of the top 10 stories, 
and points were awarded on 
an inverse scale — ranging 
from 10 points for first place 
to one point for 10th. 

No surprisingly, four stor- 
ies connected to the World 
Cup made the top six. 

Brazil's record fourth 
World Cup championship — 
decided in a history-making 
penalty shootout against Italy 
in the final received 15 first- 
place votes and garnered a 
total of 323 points. 

Running a close second 
with 305 points, including 13 
first-place votes, was Senna's 
death. The three-time For- 
mula One champion was kil- 
led in a crash at the San 
Marino Grand Prix May 1, 
capping a horrific weekend in 
which Austrian driver Ro- 
land Ratzenberger also died 
at the wheel. 

Tied for third place with 
201 points were Foreman's 
knocout of Michael Moorer 
to become world 
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Brazil’s Romario (centre) dutches the World Cap as teammates Dunga (right) and Ronaldo walk around the 
pitch after defeating Italy 3-2 in the final (AFP photo) 


heavyweight champion at the 
improbable age of 45 — 20 
years after he lost the title — 
and Maradona's ban for a 
positive drug test at the 
World Cup. 

World Cup stories took the 
next two spots: The shooting 
death of Escobar in Medellin 
following his own-goal in 
Colombia's 2-1 loss to the 
United States (168), and the 
huge success of the cup in the 
soccer-apathetic United 
States (108). 

China’s overwhelming 
domination of the World 
Swimming Championships 
and Asians Games — and the 
subsequent spate of positive 


drug tests by Chinese athletes 

— was seventh with 96 
points. 

The Tonya Harding-Nancy 
Kerrigan saga, which domin- 
ated U.S. media attention 
before and during the Lille- 
hammer Olympics, also 
attracted substantial interna- 
tional interest as it placed 
eighth with 79 points. 

Spanish cyclist Miguel In- 
durain’s fourth ' consecutive 
Tour de France victory was 
ninth with 67 points, while 
the exploits of West Indian 
cricket Batsman Brian Lara 

— he set a world record test 
score of 375 against England 

— rounded out the top 10 


with 65. 

The retirement of tennis 
great Martina Navratilova, 
who reached the cham- 
pionship march in her final 
appearance at Wimbledon, 
was 11th with 60 points. 

The labour strike which 
wiped out the U.S. baseball 
season and locked out the 
North American Ice Hockey 
League was 12th with 53 
points, two points ahead of 
German driver Michael Schu- 
macher edging out Damon 
Hill for the Formula One 

There was a tie for 14th 
with 44 points between Leroy 
Burrell's World record of 
9.86 seconds in the 100 


metres and soccer giant AC 
Milan’s Italian and European 
Cup triumphs. 

Rounding out the top 20 
were: The Lillehammer 
Olympics and the domination 
of host Norway (33 points); 
teenage tennis star Jennifer 
Capriati's arrest on mari- 
juana possession charges 
(32); Norwegian speedskater 
Johan Olav Koss’s haul of 
three Olympic gold medals 
and three world records (31); 
Austrian skier Ulrike Maier's 
death in a downhill crash (27); 
and Nick Price's domination of 
men's golf with victories at the 
British Open and U.S. PGA 
Championship. 


Americans Street, Lindh sweep downhill races 


LAKE LOUISE, Canada 
(AFP) — Olympic silver 
medallist Picabo Street of the 
United States flashed to her 
first World Cup victory Fri- 
day, easily vanning the first 
of two 'downhills scheduled 
here this weekend. 

Her compatriot Hilary 
Lindh was second with Ger- 


many’s Katja Seizmger third. 

Street completed the 
2,639-metre course in a 
blistering 1 min 40.40 
seconds, well ahead of Lindh 
who .clocked 1:41.16;. Seizin- 
~ ger was timed at i:41.33. 

The course was described ’ 
by racers as fast — although 
Olympic champion Seizinger 


said the new snow that had 
fallen overnight caused prob- 
lems for her. 

The weather was just about 
perfect for the race in which 
there were 64 "starters. The - 
temperature was just below 
zero and the sun was' shining 
brightly. 

After just two training runs 


— cut down because of tech- 
nical problems and the need 
to squeeze in an additional 
downhill race — Street 
started from 13th position, 
but it proved to be her- lucky 
number. . 

Seizinger (starting from 
14th position) and Lindh 
(16th) enjoyed basically the 


same snow conditions -as 
Street. 

Early favourite Heidi 
Zeller-Baehler - of Switzer- 
land, chose to start from the 
30th spot, gambling that the 
'course would-be faster. But 
the gamble failed with the 
course slowing down drama- 
tically and she finished 15th. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished 3 bedroom apartment is avail- 
able for rent. 

Location Um Utheina. 

Please call 692951 
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EVERY SUNDAY & TUESDAY 
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: - ■ - 

SIX NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION JDNT DOUBLE 
JROOM JDN FIRST CLASS HOTELS. 

• CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST EVERY DAY. 
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ALREEF 

FLOWER SHOP 


ECONOMY 


AIR TICKET- ON 
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BRITISH AIRWAYS 
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' THE WORLD'S FAVOURITE AIRLINE. 


OFFERS 

YOU 

THINGS 

MORE 

EXPRESSIVE 
THAN WORDS 
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SPECIAL OFFER MARRIOTT MARBLE ARCH 

:■ : hotel at JOD 745,000 


i VERY SPECIAL OFFER FOR. CHILDREN. 
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699847 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 | Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema 


A 

Y 


A Robert Record » Demi Moore- in 

Indecent Proposal 

Shows 1230- 3:3 °- 6:is - S:30 - 10:30 


Full Impact 

Shows: 1230. 3-30, 5:00. &30. 830. 10:30 


5nema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD ‘1’ 

The Age of Innocence 

Shows 1130. 330. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD c 2’ 

Kim Basinger — in 

GETAWAY 


Sum: 3:15. 5:00 p.m. only 


Tel-: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUW THEATRE 

very soon 

Musa Efijazhi (Suma’h) 
in political satire 
Hi Citizen 


Water Is A Blessing From 
Heaven 

Time 10:00 a.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

NabO Ai Mashini Theatre 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 

day 


satire: 


The polit 

AI Saiam 


Daily at 8:30 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatre’s holiday. 

in English Sundays 
December 11, 18, only. 
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EU defines strategy for 
integrating eastern Europe 


ESSEN, Germany (AFP) — 
The European Union's final 
summit as a 12-nation body 
closed here on Saturday with 
EU leaders setting out a 
strategy to open its doors to' 
at least 10 former communist 
states in eastern Europe. 

Heads of state and govern- 
ment from six of Bulgaria, 
the Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary, Poland, Romania, and 
.Slovakia were present as 
their EU counterparts for- 
mally endorsed a commission 
strategy designed to help 
them prepare for mem- 
bership through a combina- 
tion of aid, opening of mar- 
kets and advice on adapting 
legislation to comply with EU 
rules. 

“It is an historic moment,” 
said Czech Prime Minister 
Vaclav Klaus. “I hope both 
parts of Europe take this as a 
message that the EU is ready 
to open its doors to the east.” 

.Although the EU has 
pledged to support the east- 
ern Europeans in preparing 


for membership, German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
warned it was up to them to 
meet the challenge of trans- 
forming their former com- 
mand economies to make 
them compatible with the 
rules of the EU single mar- 
ket. 

"It is important that we 
don't raise false expecta- 
tions.” Mr. Kohl said. 
“These countries have to car- 
ry most of the weight of 
moving closer to us on their 
own.” 

Mr. Klaus said his country, 
which is seen as a leading 
candidate for early mem- 
bership, was ready for the 
challenge. 

“We are ready to pay the 
costs and we hope to receive 
the benefits.” 

Asked if he thought EU 
membership was possible for 
the Czechs by the year 2000, 
be replied: “You mean that 
late?” 

Hungarian Foreign Minis- 
ter Laszlo Kovacs said 2000 
was an “ambitious but not 


unrealistic target.” 

“Today was a break- 
through. Now it is up to us to 
make ourselves compatible 
with the EU.” 

The six states represented 
at Essen have all signed asso- 
ciating Europe agreements 
with the EU but the EU 
leaders made it clear they 
wanted to see four more 
countries drawn into the en- 
largement process. 

The summit mandated the 
commission to negotiate 
Europe agreements with the 
three Baltic states, Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania and, 
subject to the resolution of a 
dispute with Italy, the former 
Yugoslav republic of 
Slovenia. 

As a first stage in the Essen 
strategy for eastern expan- 
sion, die summit called on 
the commission to draw up a 
detailed white paper laying 
out the steps the countries 
will have to take to adapt 
their former command eco- 
nomies to the rules of the 
EU's single market. 


Japan’s crown 
princess marks 
31st birthday 



Y emen says its forces 
clashed with Saudi troops 


The beads of state and government pose for the famil y picture cm the first day of the Earopean Union Summ it held at E 
on Dec. 9 ami 10 (AFP photo) 

Europeans chart long-term 
Euro-Mediterranean strategy 


SANAA (AFP) — Saudi and 
Yemeni soldiers have clashed 
on their border leaving 
casualties on both sides, 
Yemeni military officials 
said, on Saturday, reporting 
that tension remained high in 
the area. 

“Violent dashes Tuesday 
and Wednesday opposed 
Saudi and Yemeni units sta- 
tioned on the joint border in 
the north of the province of 
Sadah,” in northwest Ye- 
men, an offidal told AFP, 
asking not to be named. 

Three Yemenis were 
wounded and there were 
“Saudi losses,” he said with- 
out specifying. 

The “fighting allowed 


Sanaa's forces to recover the 
regions where the Saudis had 
put up observation posts and 
built roads.” 

Yemen accused its neigh- 
bour on Wednesday of put- 
ting up observation posts and 
building roads “deep into 
Yemeni tenitory in the pro- 
vinces of Sadah and Mahra.” 
on its northwest and north- 
east border with Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

But Riyadh denied the 
accusations saying the work 
had been carried out on 
Saudi soil and added it was 
ready to set up a joint inquiry 
commission “to shed light on 
the situation on the ground.” 

The two countries are in 


dispute over the southern 
Saudi provinces of Najran, 
Jizan and Asir, which have 
been under Saudi control 
since the Taef accord of 193 , 
and adjoin Yemen's northern 
border. 

An official close to Ye- 
men's presidency said Sanaa 
“prefers the diplomatic op- 
tion and is in contact with the 
Saudi authorities to defuse 
the tension at the border.” 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Saud A1 Faisal is due to meet 
bis Yemeni counterpart 
Abdul Karim A1 Iriyani on 
the sidelines of the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) summit prepara- 
tory meeting Saturday, 


■ 

IAF calls for boycott of Israeli mission 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 
in Essen 

THE EUROPEAN Coun- 
cil Saturday adopted what 
president of the European 
Commission Jack Delors 
called “a very difficult and 
very ambitious Mediterra- 
nean” policy that will have 
the long-term goal of creat- 
ing a Euro- Mediterranean 
free trade area. 

Addressing a joint press 
conference with German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl at 
the end of a two-day Euro- 
pean summit, Mr. Delors 
stressed the importance of 
strengthening European- 
Mediterranean relations, 
noting that the interest of 
the continent in the 
Mediterranean was re- 
flected in the fact that the 
EU was the largest donor 
to the Mideast peace pro- 


AMMAN — On the eve of 
tbe ( ^ffidal opening of the 
Israeli' embassy in 'Amman 
the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) Saturday urged Jorda- 
nians to boycott the embassy, 
to refrain from applying for 
visas from the mission and to 
boycott all its activities. 

“We are sure that the 
Israeli embassy here will 
serve as a centre for hatching 
conspiracies on our culture, 
our mosques, our Koran, our 
schools, our morals and our 
national economy,” the LAF 
said in a statement Saturday. 

The statement urged 
Jordanians to unify ranks to 
“fsolate this embassy so that 
it, would find itself totally 
outcast within an environ- 
ment that rejects its existence 
so that the enemy would real- 
ise that official normalisation 
of- relations can by no means 
subjugate our people’s will.” 

.Tlie statement recalled the 
peace treaty between Egypt 
and Israel saying it offered 
the best guide for Jordan 
because the Egyptian people 
“rejected the presence of the 


Jews" and boycotted their 
embassy as alien with no 
place amongst the Arab 
population. 

Describing the raising of 
the Israeli flag on the embas- 
sy in Amman Sunday as a 
black day, the statement said 
the event represented a de- 
parture from the nation's 
principled stands and a viola- 
tion of the majority of the 
Jordanian people's will. 

* ’ ‘ i 

t The statement praised the 
Palestinian intifada and said 
that Arabs and Muslims con- 
tinue to hold on to their 
rights, “despite the Zionists' 
arrogance and the backing 
Israel gets from the United 
States and the Western na- 
tions." 

Also Saturday, eight poli- 
tical parties including the 
.IAF issued a separate state- 
ment expressing regret over a 
‘government ban on a march 
they planned, for Sunday 
from the' Interior Ministry 
Circle to the Foreign Minis- 
try- 

The statement said that the 


eight parties bad been plan- 
ning to organise the march in. 
protest against the opening of 
the Israeli embassy, and a 
sit-in at the Foreign Ministry, 
when they received clear 
orders from the Amman gov- 
ernor banning the march. 

The statement said the 
eight parties regretted the 
bail which they described as 
contrary to the rules of demo- 
cracy, saying they preserve 
the right to deal with this 
issue with legal and democra- 
tic means. 

The statement was signed 
by the following parties: The 
Jordan Baatb Socialist Party, 
the IAF, the National Action 
Front, the Jordanian Socialist 
Democratic People’s Party, 
the Jordanian Communist 
Party, the Jordanian Demo- 
cratic Arab Party and the 
Jordanian Democrataic Un- 
ionists Party. 

Later on the day, a govern- 
ment source told the Jordan 
Times it was agreed that the 
parties would hold a vigil 
protest in front of the prime 
ministry on Sunday. 


In reference to the li- 
mited visibility that the 
European role in the peace 
process has in comparison 
to the high profile of Amer- 
ican involvement, the retir- 
ing commission president 
said: “Don't believe in 
appearances. We are the 
largest contributor.” 

Mr. Delors said that 
Europe was the "paymas- 
ter” of the Casablanca eco- 
nomic summit even though 
many perceived it as an 
American and Israeli orga- 
nised event. 

Similar emphasis on the 
European role in the 
Mediterranean was put by 
Mr. Kohl who stressed the 
interconnectedness be- 
tween the stability and 
security of the two regions. 

Mr. Kohl said the Euro- 
pean Mediterranean 
strategy was an important 
item on the agenda of the 
summit, adding that 
Europe wanted to develop 
relations with the region to 
promote security, stability 


and growth. 

The summit has agreed 
to hold a Euro- 
Mediterranean conference 
in the second half of 1995 
under the Spanish pres- 
idency with the purpose of 
exploring means of increas- 
ing cooperation between 
the two areas. But the 
meeting fell short of 
agreeing on any specific 
short term economic aid to 
the region. 

In harmony with what 
sources said was a British 
position, the summit did 
commit specified amounts 
of aid at this point. 

Figuring high on the 
agenda of the summit, 
which marks the end of the 
German presidency of the 
European Union (EU), is 
relations with Eastern and 
Central European coun- 
tries which received a 
strong signal that they are 
welcome to eventually join 
the onion. 

Leaders of six suds coun- 
tries were hosted to lunch 
by the 12 leaders of the EU 
yesterday where they re- 
ceived the message that re- 
lations between their coun- 
tries and Europe will be 
developed under a policy 
that will finally integrate 
them into the union as foil 
fledged members (see story 
this page). 

But Mr. Kohl was careful 
to emphasise at the press 
conference that a great deal 
of work is required before 
Eastern European coun- 
tries were admitted into the 
union and that the “associ- 
ated partners” would have 
to carry the major share of 
the burden in qualifying for 
entering the Western Euro- 
pean club whose mem- 
bership wfll increase from 
12 to 15 next year when 
Finland, Sweden and Au- 
stria become official part- 
ners in the EU. 

Mr. Kohl said that each 


east and central European 
country will be judged on 
its own merit and that the 
EU's policy towards east 
and central Europe did not' 
presuppose accession for 
countries that do not even- 
tually meet the criteria. 

In a statement that re- 
flected the limitations of 
the EU's options in dealing 
with the conflict in Bosnia, 
the Earopean leaders made 
the traditional call for an 
end of hostilities in the 
Balkans and stressed the 
importance of solving die 
conflict through dialogue. 

Hie statement conde- 
mned the ‘Violation of the 
safe ' area of Bihac by the 
Bosnian Serbs” and urged 
them to withdraw from the 
city. 

The European leaders 
warned of the “severe” 
consequences for the civi- 
lian population in Bosnia if 
the United Nations Protec- 
tion Force was forced to 
withdraw. 

“UNPROFOR should 
continue its crucial mission 
of providing humanitarian 
assistance and saving hu- 
man life,” said the state- 
ment, urging Serbian forces 
to allow it freedom of 
movement so that it can 
fulfil its task. 

The European leaders 
urged Serbian leaders to 
accept foe peace plan pre- 
pared by the contact group 
for Bosnia as the basis for a 
settlement which provides 
a viable and reasonable 
solution for all parties. 

The statement said that 
the territorial compromise 
could be adjusted later by 
mutual agreement between 
the parties, pointing out 
that constitutional arrange- 
ments that will preserve the 
integrity of Bosnia can be 
reached in the future. 

Sources said that French 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand defended the Earo- 


pean position against lifting 
the arms embargo on Bos- 
nian Muslims during the 
summit’s discussion of the 
conflict there and heavily 
criticised calls to lift it 
made by the Republican 
leadership In the U.S. Con- 


The dominant issue on 
the agenda of the summit 
however was the economic 
situation in Europe and the 
unemployment problem 
from which most members 
of the union are suffering. 

The summit adopted a 
white paper on economic 
growth presented by the 
European Commission and 
many observers here say 
the paper was adopted be- 
cause it leaves it to the 
individual member states to 
implement its provisions. 

“The main message 
going out of (Essen) is one 
of realistic optimism,” Mr. 
Kohl told, a press. confer- 
ence attended by. hundreds 
of journalists. 

“At the end of 1994,” he 
said, “there is no reason to 
lapse into Europessimism,” 
pointing out what he called 
the significant positive, 
developments in the last 
few years. 

“We look to the future 
and the only way is to 
create the European 
bouse,” said Mr. Kohl as 
he praised Mr. Delors who 
is expected to run for the 
French presidency when he 
retires from the top job at 
the EC “as the sole of this 
exercise.” 

Not many observers here 
however shared Mr. Kohl’s 
opt imi sm on the future of 
“the one European house” 
with Eurosceptics wonder- 
ing what kind of Europe 
was the chancellor talking 
about with EU mem- 
bership expected to expand 
beyond any possibility for a 
workable union. 


Intellectuals, politicians discuss Jordanian- Palestinian ‘sensitivities’ 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
■ 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian politicians and 
intellectuals yesterday 
opened two days of discus- 
sions on their relationship 
and most speakers under- 
lined the inevitability of 
.political unity between Jor- 
dan and any independent 
Palestinian entity. 

" • At the seminar on the 
future of the Jordanian - 
Palestinian future rela- 
tions, organised jointly by 
the World Affairs Council, 
the Jerusalem-based Arab 
Economists Association 
and the Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation, speakers from 
both sides gingerly 
approached issues that 
many of them believe have 
hindered a “healthy” rela- 
tionship between the King- 
dom and the Palestinian 
leadership and people. 

■ 

Despite the apparent 
consensus among most par- 
ticipants that a Jordanian- 
Palestinian unity was an 
inevitable outcome of the 
.Middle East peace talks 
with Israel, both sides 
appeared determined on 
defining and resolving what 
at least one participant 
termed as “contentious 
perceptions” among the 
people from both sides be- 
fore discussion of what the 
final formula for unity 
would look like. 

. Apart from the opening 


speech by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, deli- 
vered on his behalf by 
Senator Kamel Abu Jaber 
(see page 1), other papers 
and discussions centred pri- 
marily on the reasons be- 
hind the tense relations be- 
tween the Jordanian and 
Palestinian leaderships and 
the impact of that tension 
on the relationship be- 
tween the two peoples. 

Premier Majali. who at 
the outset of his speech said 
that he did not wish to 
lessen the importance of 
the past, said the two sides 
need “creative thinking 
that would assess the rela- 
tionship from its positive 
side so that a much brighter 
and promising future can 
be built.” 

“I have come across 
those who think that Jor- 
dan’s refusal to deal with 
the issue of a confederation 
is because of its refusal to 
accept an independent 
Palestinian entity. Such 
claims are false," Dr. Ma- 
jali said. 

“Why should we start by 
defining the frame of a 
Jordanian-Palestinian con- 
federation? There are 
many aspects of the rela- 
tionship that make this end 
(he best solution and we 
may agree to that.” 

But Dr. Majali added, 
“to my understanding, a 
confederation means a cen- 
tralised leadership from 
both governments, flags 
and national anthem and 


each party administers its 
own internal affairs. Until 
now, this simplified struc- 
ture of a confederation 
lacks one of the basic ele- 
ments, Palestinian 
sovereignty over their land, 
in order to complete the 
executive, legislative and 
judicial structures,” he 
said. 

On that, many of the 
participants agreed with 
Dr. Majali: It was too early 
to define the parameters of 
the future before a Palesti- 
nian entity was established. 

But very few agreed to 
leave the past behind, for 
even although the title of 
the seminar was “the future 
of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship", 
many of the speeches in the 
morning session of the first 
day appeared to try to 
address the “past,” giving 
rise to sensitivities from 
both sides. 

The first paper, "coop- 
eration on the political 
level,” was a “candid" por- 
trayal of “the Palestinian 
point of view." The paper 
was presented by Bir Zeit 
political science professor 
Ziad Abu Amr. 

Dr. Abu Amr did not fail 
to bring out some sensitivi- 
ties from the Jordanian 
participants over how the 
Kingdom's past role in the 
West Bank was viewed by 
the Palestinians. 

“The Paiestinian- 
Jordanian relationship has 


been based on a foundation 
of mistrust and suspicion,” 
Dr. Abu Amr told partici- 
pants, dting several politic- 
al developments that led 
the Palestinians to suspect 
the intentions of Jordan to- 
wards Palestinians. 

“This suspicion has con- 
tinued to permeate the 
thinking of all Palestinian 
political factions until this 
day,” Dr. Abu Amr added. 

This perception among 
the Palestinians of Jordan's 
role in what was termed by 
Dr. Abu Amr as “burying 
the Palestinian issue,” in- 
creased “the fears of the 
regime in Jordan and con- 
solidated its perception 
that the Palestinian nation- 
al movement wanted to re- 
move it.” 

m 

‘ ‘Therefore the 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship continued to be 
contradictory," he said. 

In his 8-page paper Dr.‘ 
Abu Amr detailed several 
political developments in 
the Jordanian-Palestinian 
relationship as well as the 
relationship of each with 
Israel. He concluded that 
both sides have to reach an 
understanding and agree- 
ment that would resolve 
their mutual concerns as 
well as address their mutual 
interests. 

“Both sides have to real- 
ise that their strategic op- 
tion lies primarily in estao- 
tishing a strong relationship 
between them and both 


have to be careful not to 
strategically calculate 
according to their indepen- 
dent agreements with 
Israel,” Dr. Abu Amr 
warned. 

“The idea behind this 
seminar is to focus on the 
positive elements between 
toe two sides to establish a 
strong relationship that 
could not be affected by 
either leadership,” Lower 
House member and mem- 
ber of the World Affairs 
Council Abdullah Ensour 
said. 

Dr. Ensour was respond- 
ing to Dr. Abu Amr's 
assessment that the 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship was clouded by an 
atmosphere of suspicion 
and mistrust 

In response to Dr. Abu 
Amr’s paper. Dr. Ensour 
said that it appeared to 
forewarn of failure of any 
attempts to improve illa- 
tions between the two sides 
by “stressing the past and 
describing that past as if it 
was only based on negative 
aspects.” 

Sharif Fawaz Sharaf, 
who also took Dr. Abu 
Amr to task over this point 
countered that “we cannot 
move forward if we con- 
tinue to look back with 
suspicion, or harbour any 
feelings of mistrust.” 

Sharif Fawaz also took 
offence at Dr. Abu Amr’s* 
use of the “Hashemite reg- 
ime" saying that ft 
appeared to have “negative 


connotations.” 

“Negative terminology 
like ‘maintaining the 
Hashemite regime’ will 
only make toe suspicion 
and differences continue 
between the two sides,” 
said Sharif Fawaz. 

Dr. Abu Amr responded 
by saying that he did not 
intend to use these con- 
notations in a negative way 
but that toe past must be 
confronted with honesty in 
order to move forward to a 
better future relationship. 

“This paper was in- 
tended to show toe Palesti- 
nian peoples’ point of view 
and this is the reality. 
These perceptions do exist. 
Do we want to deal with 
toe reality and address it 
property or are we looking 
to use descriptive words 
without substance?” he 
said. 

Bashir Barghouti, bead 
of the Palestinian People's 
Party, formerly the Com- 
munist Party, said that for 
years both Palestinian and 
Jordanian politicians have 
failed to respect the 
“idiosyncrades of each par- 
ty’s politics.” 

“when we reach a situa- 
tion where we recognise 
the idiosyncrades of each 
side’s politics we can move 
to the more general politics 
which could bring about 
unity," he said. 

Ghassan Khatib, a for- 
mer Palestinian negotiator 
and professor at Sir Zeit 
University, said that the 


apparent sensitivities of toe 
participants to the different 
views should be seen in a 
positive light. 

“The seminar Is an 
opportunity to start a pub- 
lic debate on the sensitivity 
of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship.” 

“There is a fueling of 
common interest on both 
sides that is not expressed 
on toe official level. This 
could create public press- 
ure on the leadership 
level.” Mr. Khatib said. 

“It could provide an 
agenda for official discus- 
sion when pinpointing the 
differences and poten- 
tials.” Mr. Khatib told the 
Jordan Times. 

Dr. Abu Amr told the 
Jordan Times that the 
Palestinian side in toe semi- 
nar was keen on reaching a 
formula and understanding 
that would determine the 
future Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship. 

"We both need each 
other in political, economic 
and social terms,” Dr. Abn 
Amr said. "Societies on 
both sides have to play a 
positive role that could 
help in providing certain ' 
modalities to start a prac- 
tical relationship.” 

• Eleven working papers 
from each side would be 
presented at the seminar 
covering the Jordanian and 
Palestinian views on is su e s 
ranging from political, eco- 
nomic and legal relations to 1 
environmental issues. 


TOKYO (AP) — Palace 
w a tch ers had thought Japan’s 
Western-educated crown 
princess would bring a new, 
more open style to the con- 
servative imperial household. 
But since retreating behind 
toe palace walk last year 
after marrying the heir to the 
throne. Crown Princess 
Masako, who turned 31 Fri- 
day, has also stayed firmly 
behind toe traditional royal 
vefl. She celebrated her birth- 
day Friday by sharing lunch 
with Crown Prince Naruhito, 
the palace said, after earlier 
denying requests for birthday 
interviews. Emperor AJdhito 
and Prince Naruhito grant 
such pre-birthday audiences, 
but Princess Masako only re- 
leased a statement through 
her royal handlers. “I would 
like to frilly cany out all of 
my duties as toe crown prin- 



or and empress, together 
with the crown prince,” it 
said. The multilingual, Ox- 
ford and Harvard-educated 
daughter of a high-ranking 
diplomat spent two years in. 
toe Foreign Ministry. After 
the palace announced her en- 
gagement to Prince Naruhito 
almost two years ago, toe 
Japanese media was aflutter 
with speculation they might 
be toe first truly accessible 
royal couple. But she has 
become toe picture of the 
traditional, demure princess 
whose main duties are to bear 
children and follow her hus- 
band on official journeys. 
Princess Masako’s perform- 
ance in both of those tasks is 
a favourite topic in gossipy 
television shows and weekly 
magazines, which have con- 
ducted a dose, but as yet 
unfulfilled, watch for signs of 
■pregnancy. To make matters 
worse for Princess Masako, 
Princess Kflro, the wife of toe 
crown prince’s younger 
brother, is expecting her 
second child in January. If 
that baby is a boy — and thus 
a potential heir — the press- 
ure on Princess Masako will 
be intense. 

Bachelor senator 
to wed opposition 
colleague’s widow 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Massachusetts Democrat 
John Kerry, regarded as one 
of the U.S. Senate's most 
eligible bachelors, will marry 
toe widow of a former Re- 
publican colleague, the Bos- 
ton Globe newspaper re- 
ported Friday. Sen. Kerry, 
50, is the state's junior sena- 
tor and recognised for cham- 
pioning liberal causes at 
home and abroad. His wife- 
to-be, Teresa Heinz, 56, is 
the widow of Pennsylvania 
Republican and milhonaire 
John Heinz who died in a 
1991 plane crash. She was 
estimated to have inherited 
$600 mil Km when her hus- 
band died. Kerry is also from 
a wealthy background. 

'Work Is good 
for your migraine’ 

PARIS (AFP) — Work is 
probably the best way of pre- 
venting a migraine attack, 
according to research pub- 
lished Saturday in toe British 
medical journal Lancet. Doc- 
tor Joseph Blau, of toe Brit- 
ish national Neurological and 
Nemo-Surgical Hospital in 
London, spoke to some 50 
doctors for his research and 
concluded that “motivation, 
commitment to work and the 
correct use of medication," 
was the best means of com- 
batting migraine attacks. The 
doctors, aged 26 to 72, were 
asked about their migraines, 
their time off work and toe 
treatment they took. They 
had all suffered migraines 
over periods ranging from 
five to 58 years out 36 of 
them had taken a combined 
total of just 42 days off work, 
in a total period of 828 years' 
of professional life. Some 16 
of them had never had a day 
off while another 14 had 
taken several day's off, 
amounting to 444 days off 
work in 276 years working 
life. According to Dr. Blau, a 
few of the doctors com- 
mented that work suppressed 
their migraines but that once 
they had reached home they 
took to bed. This led him to 
believe that it was profession- 
al motivation that stop the 
migraines from happe nin g 
“We should recall that the 
migraine General Ulysses 
Grant was suffering lifted 
dramatically when he re- 
ceived news of the mn wwfaf 
of the southern forces in toe 
American Civil War ” Dr. 
Blau added. 












